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MY THE TRANSLATOR. 



It is presumed that an account j by an eye-toitnessy of 
the romantic 9 but unprovoked invasion of Egypt ^ by 
General Bonaparte^ zvill not be uninteresting to the 
public. The Author^ a member of the Institute of 
Cairo ^ and an excellent draftsman^ was selected to ac- 
company the troops designed for the conquest of upper 
Egypt, that, under the protection of a inilitary escort, 
he might have an opportunity qf examining those stu* 
pendous r^nains, and eternal documents of the ancient 
'civilization of the country, to which its then misettled 
state had denied a peaceable admission. Hence the 
work contains an agreeable mixture of incident and 
description: and if the journal of the desultory opera- 
tions of a campaign against an enemy, zvhose rapid 
motions, whose invincible courage, zvhose persej)ering 
bravery alzvays rendered him a formidable opponent, 
interrupts unseasonably now and then an account afthe 
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IV ADVERTISEMEKT^ 

venerable monuments of Thebes or Tentyra; yet this 
very intery^ption becomes a stimulus to curiosity y and 
the attention of the reader y though kept up active to 
the lasty will not be tvithdrazvn ungratified. Citizen 
Denony not being a sotdier by professiony and therefore 
not hardened to the atrocities of wary has, n^txjpith^ 
standing his natural partiality towards his country^ 
men, and his personal regard for many of the Chiefs 
in the expeditiouy given a fairer account of the treat-^ 
ment which the natives underwent from their invad- 
erSy than zoe are likely to receive from any other 
quarter: andy indeed, of the campaigfis in upper 
Egypt y he is as yet (he only historian : in this viezv, 
tkereforcy his narrative is of peculiar value. We see 
4ohat a dreadful licence of lusty rqpiney andslaugh- 
tery the French tropp^ were allotoed to indulge in, 
and ho^o whole villages zvere exterminated upon the 
pare suspicion of meditating resistance to the ravish- 
ers qf their womeny the desolators of their fields, the 
incendiaries of their houses. We see that so far from 
conciliating the esteem of the Egyptiansy t/ie French 
dominion was confined to the range of their cc^nnoff, 
that their stragglers tvere cut off like proscribed beasts 
of prey ; and, pressed by the 4rabs on one sidcy and 
Murad-Bey on the other y they xvere kept in a constant 
^tate of zoatchfulness and alarm. The military trans- 
actions , however y are neither the most pleasingy n(rr 
the prominent feature of the work: the Author was 
hy necessity a soldiery but by profession an artist y arid 
ft man of letters; hence the remains of the architecture^ 
the sculpture^ and the painting of the ancient Egyp^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



Hans, xiwre the principal objects qf his attetaianj and 
these he has described both bytwrds and Ihepencily so 
as to render them highly interesting to all those who 
feel any curiosity about a nationy from whom ancient 
Greece derived her subUmest philosophy, *and which is 
inseparably connected with the earlier ages of the Jeiih 
ish history. 

With regard to the present English edition, a few 
xoords remain to be said. The narrative in the ori^ 
ginalis one continued journal, without division of chap* 
ters, from the embarkation of the Author at Toulon 
to his landing again in France atJFrejuss to this are 
added several notes, more particularly illustrative of 
the plates, and mentioning little traits qf manners and 
customs, which the Author, either fiH)m inadvertence, 
4>r want of opportunity, neglected to introduce into the 
text. The Translator, however, has taken the liberty 
of breaking the^ joumalinto separate chapters, with- 
out, however, in the least degree altering the order of 
its arrangement; and, in afexo instances, of incorpo- 
rating zoith the text such parts of the notes as appear 
to have been throzvn to the end qf the original work, 
merely in consequence qf having been forgotten. 

In order to make the present edition come at a mo- 
derate price, (the Frencfi original qf which sells in 
London for twenty-one guineas), it has been found ne- 
cessary to leave out the greater part of the plates : se- 
veral, however, have been selected, and retained either 
for the beauty or grandeur qfthe olyects they represent, 
or as serving to iUustrate the manners, dress, and 
mode qf warfafe of the Egyptians and Mamelukes. 
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tl ADVfitTISEMEKr. 

TTiose kft out are principdfy hierogbfphk4dj &t4Kr^ 
diitectural^ and wotttd be tmlercstimg OMfy to dk amii^ 
tjuarian or artist. It wiU akoinfi be easy for suck to 
procure the English edition, and the present comimgai 
nearly one third of its price, toitl be found to suit best 
with the generality of readers. 
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When an Author has decided on writing a pre- 
£ice, his principal aim is to give an idea of the na- 
ture of his work. This task, which becomes in a 
manner an obligation, I shall fulfil by inserting here 
the discourse it was my intention to read to the In- 
stitute of Cairo, on my return from upper Egypt. 

** You have acquainted me, citizens, that the 
Institute expected from me an account of my travels 
in upper Egypt, for which purpose I was, in the 
course of different sittings, to read extracts from 
the journal intended to accompany the drawings I 
have brought from thence. My desire to meet the 
wishes of the Institute will stimulate me to digest, 
without loss of time, a multitude of notes which I 
have made, without any other pretension than that 
of forgetting no part of what ofered itself daily to my 
observation. I was engaged in travelling through 
a country which Vas known to Europe by name 
Golyi it theref(H*e became important to describe 
eveJy thing; and I was fully aware, that at my re- 
turn I should be interrogated on all sides, relative 
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to what might, according to his habitual studies or 
his character, the most powerfully excite die cu- 
riosity of each of my enquirers. I have made draw* 
ings of objects of every description; and if I am 
here fearful of fktiguing those to whom I dis{day 
my numerous productions, seeing that they merely 
re-trace what they )mve before their eyes, I shalJi 
perhaps, on my reaching France, have to reproach 
myself for not having multiplied diem still more^ 
or, to, speak more correctly, shall lament that the 
circumstances in which I was placed, did not aUoir 
me either the time or the convenieticies to do so. II 
my ze^ has called forth all the means of which J 
am possessed, these means have been powa:fiiUjr 
seconded by the commander in chief, whose gnuxl 
conceptions suffer none of the details to escape him* 
Being aware that the aim of my travels was to visit 
tl^ monuments of upper Egypt, he. sent me with 
the division whkh was to achieve the conquest of 
that territory. In General Desaix I found an in* 
quisitive philosopher, a friend of the arts, from 
whom I received aU the attentions which the cir- 
cumstances would allow. From General Beliard I 
experienced friendship, and u|iwearled assiduities; 
from the officers politeness; and the utmost civilly 
from all the soldiers of the twenty-first half-brigade* 
In short, I made so truly a part of the battalion it 
formed, and within which*! had in a manner taken 
up my abode, that I was frequently in the heat of 
action without recollecting mysd^ and without le- 
flectin^ that w^ was foreign to nay avocatiws.^ . 
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^* As our trtiops were engaged in the pursuit of 
to enemy constantly mounted, the movements of 
the division were invai'iably both unforeseen atid 
multiplied, i was therefore sometimes obliged to 
pass rapidly over the most interesting monuments; 
and at other times to stop where there was nothing 
to observe. If, however, I have felt the fotigue of 
unproductive marches, I haVe also experienced that 
it is often advantageous to take a summary view of 
important objects previously tO an entry into their 
details; that, if at first sight they dazzle by their 
number, they afterwards become classed in- the 
mind by reflection; and that, if it be necessary stu- 
cBously to preserve the first impressions, it is only 
during the absence of the object which has given 
rise to them, that these impressions can be care- 
fully examined and analyzed. It has also struck 
me, that an artist who undertakes to travel, should, 
before he sets out, divest himself of all professional 
prejudices; and that he ought not to consider what 
may or what may not make a fine drawing, but the 
jgeneral interest which the aspect of the spot he pur- 
poses to draw may inspire. I have already, citi- 
zens, been recompensed for having divested myself 
of these prejudices, by the flattering curiosity you 
have displayed, and by the avidity with which you 
have examined the immense number of drawings I 
have brought with me: drawings which I made 
most frequently on my knee, or standing, or even 
on horseback. I have never been able to finish any 
one of them as I could have wished, for this rea- 
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X PEEFACE, 

son, that during the space of a whole year I couId 
never find a table sufficiently, straight and evea, to 
be able to lay a ruler on it, 

" It has therefore been with a view to reply to 
your qije^tiops, that -I have made this multitude of 
drawings, frequently too spiall, because our marches 
were too precipitate to enable me to seize the de^ 
tails of the objects, the aspect and ememble at least 
of which I was determined to bring away with me. 
It is in this way Jhat I have taken in the mass the 
pyramids of Ssakharah, the site of which I crossed 
on, a gallop, in my way to fix myself for a month in 
the mud houses of Bnisuef. This interval of time 
was spent in. comparing the characters, and in draw- 
ing the persons and dresses of the difierent nations 
which now inhabit Egypt, together with their builds 
ings, and the positions of their villages. 

** I saw at length the portico of Hermopolis, the 
huge masses of the ruins of which gave me the 
earliest idea of the splendour of the colossal archi- 
tecture of the Egyptians. On each of the blocks 
of which this edifice was composed, I fancied I saw 
engraved the words posterity y eternity. 
. *' Shortly after, Denderah (Tentyris) taught me 
that it was not in the done, ionic, and corinthian 
prders alone, that the beauties of architecture were 
to be sought: wherever a harmony of parts eixists, 
there beauty is to be found. . I had approached these 
edifices in the mprning: in the evening I was 
snatched away from them, more s^itated than sa- 
tisfied. I had seen a hundred things, while a thou- 
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PREFACE. XI 

sand others had escaped me; and had, for the first 
time, found access to the archives of the arts and 
sciences. I had the presentiment that I should 
meet with nothing finer in Egypt; and, after hav- 
ing made twenty joumies to Denderah, I am con- 
firmed in this opinion. The sciences of arts, unit- 
ed by good taste, have decorated the temple of Isis: 
there astronomy, morals, and metaphysics, assume 
shape and figure, and these figures and shapes de- 
corate the ceilings, fi-izes, and bases, with at least 
as much taste and grace as our slight and insig- 
nificant paintings in fresco ornament the modem 
cabinets. 

** We continued to advance. I must confess 
that I trembled a thousand times, lest Mourad-bey, 
wearied with shunning us, should either Surrender, 
or try the chance of a battle. I was of opinion, 
that the one which was fought near Samanhut would 
wind up this great drama : in the midst, however, 
of the combat, it struck Mourad-bey that the desert 
would be more fatal to us than his arms. Desaix 
was thus again deprived of an opportunity of des- 
troying him; while, for my part, I cherished the 
hope of pursuing him beyond the tropic. 

" We marched towards Thebes, the name alone 
of which fills the imagination with vast recollections^ 
As if this city could escape me, I made a drawing 
of it the moment it came in vieVr. We passed 
through it so rapidly, that scarcely was a monu- 
ment discovered, when it was necessary to aban- 
don it. 
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Xll PREFACE. 

" There a colossal statue presented itself which 
could be measured by the eye alone, governed by 
the sensation of surprise which the view of it occa- 
sioned. To the right were seen mountains exca- 
vated and sculptured; to the left, temples which^ 
viewed at a distance, appeared like so many rocks. 
Next came palaces, and other temples, which I was 
obliged to quit precipitately. I returned, to seek 
mechanic^ly the hundred gates of which Homer 
poetically speaks, to express by a single word this 
splendid city, the weight of the porticoes of which 

i oppressed the earth, while the breadth of Egypt 
scarcely suflSiced for its compass and extent. Seven 
subsecjuent joumies thither have not satisfied the 
curiosity with which this first visit inspired me. It 
was not until the fourth that I was enabled to cross 
to the opposite side of the river. 

** Farther on, I ;should have regarded Hermontis 
as superb, if that city had not been placed so near 
to the gates of Thebes. The temple of Esneh, the 
-^ ancient Latopolis, appeared to me to be the perfec- 
tion of art among the Egyptians, and one of the 
finest productions of antiquity. Thatof Edfu, or. 
ApoUinopolis Magna, is one of the largest, best 
preserved, and most advantageously situated of the 
monuments of Egypt. In its present state it still 
appears like 2^ fortress which comm^ds the sur-. 
rounding country, 

*^ It was there that the destination of my travels 
was decided on: we set out on our march for Syene 
(Assuan) under the most positive instructions.^ In 
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this passage through the desert, I felt for the first 
time in my life the weight of years, on which I had 
not reckoned when I engaged in the expedition. 
On this occasion I derived greater suppcHt from my 
spirit than from my strength. At Syene I quitted 
the army, to remain :^ith the half-brigade which 
was to keep Mourad-bey in check in the desert. 
Proud at finding my country in possession of the 
very boundaries which had once belonged to tho 
Roman empire, I inhabited, with exultation, the 
quarters which three Roman cohorts had anciently 
occupied for the defence of these limits. During 
the twenty-two days which I spent on this celebrat- 
ed spot, I took possession of whatever was to be. 
found in its vicinity. I extended my conquests as 
far as Nubia, on the other side of Philoe, that de- 
lightful island, where it was necessary to snatch by 
force from the inhabitants the curiosities with which 
it abounded; and the temples of which were not 
opened to me until after five days of siege and six 
joumies I had made thither. Feeling all the im- 
portance of making you acquainted with the spot I 
inhabited, and with all the interesting objects it 
contained, I have made drawings even of the rocks,- 
of the quarries of granite from whence have been . 
drawn those colossal statues, those obelisks still 
more than colossal, and those blocks covered with 
hieroglypl^ics so cel6brated in history. With the 
form of them I could have wished to bring back 
with me the specimens which would have interested 
you the most powerlully. Not being able to make 
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a map of the countty, I have cfrawn a bird's-^yc 
view of the entrance of the Nile into Egypt, toge- 
ther with views of that river running over beds of 
granite, which seem to have marked the boundaries 
between Ethiopia and a country more fertile and 
temperate. Quitting for ever the former rude ter- 
ritory, I approached the verdant Elephantis, the 
garden of the tropic. I sought and measured all the 
monuments it contains, and quitted with regret that 
tranquil abode, where the pleasing occupations in 
which I had been engaged had re-established my* 
health, and given me a new vigour. 

** On the right bank of the Nile I visited Ombos, 
the city of the crocodile, and that of Juno Lucina, 
Coptos, where I was obliged to protect, from the 
ianaticisivi of the Mekkyns, the riches I brought 
away with me. 

" After making some stay at Keneh, I accom- 
panied the party which had tocrbss the desert, and 
to proceed to Kosseir, to check the new emigra- 
tions from Arabia* I saw what may be denomi- 
nated the cupola of the chain of mountains of Mokat- 
ham, and the steril banks of the Red Sea. I th6re 
learned to revere that patient animal, which nature 
seems to have placed in those regions to atone for 
the error she had committed in creating a desert. 
I now returned to Keneh, from whence I set out 
at different intervals to visit Edfii, Esneh, Hermon- 
tis, Thebes, and Denderah, neglecting no oppor- 
tunity to repair to Edfu and to Thebes, whenever 
a detachment was ordered to either of these places; 
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wd, mdeed, accompanying the detachments wfaere«> 
ever they were sent. If a fondness for antiquities 
has frequently made me a soldier, on the other hand 
the kindness of the soldiers, in aiding me in my 
researches, has often made antiquaries <rf them. 
In these latter journies I visited the tombs of the 
kings, to the end that in these secret depositories I 
might form an idea of the art of painting among the 
Egyptians, of their ut^sils, arms, furniture, mu- 
sical instruments, ceremcmies, and triumphs. It was 
also on these occasions that I assured myself, that 
the hieroglyphics sculptured on the walls were not 
the only books of that learned nation. After hav- 
ing discovered on the bass-reliefs the representa- 
tions of persons in the act of writing, I made the 
additional discovery of that roll of papyrus, of that 
unique manuscript which has already engaged your 
attention. This fragile rival of the pjrramids, this 
invaluable pledge of a preservatory climate, this 
monument which time has spared, is the most an* 
cient of all books, and boasts the duration of forty 
centuries. 

*' I sought, in the course of these latter exciu-- 
sions, to complete by approximaticms the volumin- 
ous collection of hieroglyphical paintings I have 
formed. In thinking of you, citizens, and of all 
the literati of Europe, I felt the resolution to copy, 
with a scrupulous nicety, the minute details of these 
dry and unmeaning paintings, which could not 
otherwise interest me than by the aid of your intel- 
ligence. 



Digitized by 



Google 



XYl PREFACE* 

" Now that I am returned, laden with my jMno- 
ductions, the weight of which has been daily aog^- 
mented, I have forgotten the labour which they 
cost me, from the persuasion that, being completed 
under your inspection, and with the help of your 
counsel, they may hereafter become useful to my 
country, and be worthy to be presented to you.'* 
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THE INVASION OF EGYPT. 



UisTiifGiriSHED as it was by extraordinary enter- 
prize and atehievment, the war which followed the 
dissolution of monarchy in France, and between 
the present wilting and the termination of which 
only a few months have passed^ produced nothing 
the history of which will be read with stronger in- 
terest than the invasion of Egypt* The movements 
<;tf hostile armies, by the scene of activity they dis- 
play, the hopes and fears by which they are attend* 
ed, and of which they make partakers those most 
of all indifferent to the issue, seldom fail to engage 
the attention of the mind, and as seldom to instruct 
the soldier^ the statesman^ and the philosopher; 
but, if these are characteristics of aU military ex- 
peditions, those which more adequately distinguish 
this still remain unnoticed. The circumstances un- 
der which it was planned, the country to which it 
was sent, the General by whom it was led, the man- 
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ner in which it was performed, the considemtioRs 
and consequences it involved, all contribute to plaoe 
it among the most striking events, not of one, two, 
or three nations only, but of the human world. 
The book of Travels to which this memwr is pre- 
fixed, which sprung from this very expedition, and 
which details a part of its circumstances, will na- 
turally excite a wish to see the whole; to sec at 
once its motives, its features, its commencement, 
its operations, its successes, its reverses, its con- 
clusion; and to draw together these particulars, to 
arrange the scattered members/ and to give the sub- 
ject a form commodious for examination, is what, 
with the utmost brevity of manner, it is here pro- 
posed to attempt. 

I. A few words wilt' call to mind Aat maritime 
trade with Asia, and countries simi(jffly abundant, 
which makes so large a consideration in the politics 
of Europe in general, and an equally few, -that with 
India, making a still larger in those off Britain is 
particular. It is not necessary, either, to dwell on 
that aversion of the natives of plentiful cduntries 
from the efforts of commerce, by which Europeaim, 
being compelled to court an intercourse which the 
former would never seek, and to secure, by terri- 
torial dominion and consequent monopoly, its se- 
curity under governments which, at the best, regard 
its continuance with indifference, have been led to 
acquire more than mercantile advantages; or cm the 
means or circumstances by which, of all Europeans, 
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^HE INVASION OF EGYPT, XIX 

the British have acquired , in this same India, the 
empire of widest extept. 

Reverting, now, to the rivalry by which, like the 
litfle republics of ancient Greece, the clustered na- 
tions of northern Europe maintain themselves in 
perpetual agitation, it is easily seen that this Indian 
empire must dr?iw upon Britain the animosity of all 
her neighbours, and particularly of France, pre- 
^nunelit in that disposition because the nearest in 
this character, and because the nearest also in the 
amount of her prosperity and strength. France, 
therefore, for a long period of time, has had it for a 
natural object of her policy (for of ev^ry nation to 
depress others, and, at least relatively, exalt itself, 
is the natural and indispensible policy) either to 
deprive Britain of this empire, or to^in tot herself 
another, equivalent if not superior. To accom- 
plish the oi^, or the other, or both of these, her 
statesmen turned their eyes, first on those powers 
whose immediate losses were the component parts 
of tlmt empire, and who, therefore, though they 
mig)]^ want the means of injuring, could not want 
motives for hating, the nation by which it was held; 
and next, as a possession to b^ obtained for herself, 
on a country that not 1ms, by its natural and com* 
mercial advantages, promised positive aggrandize- 
ment, than, by its local proximity, and still more, 
perhaps, by the inti'oduction to oriental powers with 
Which it must furnish its masters, it equally pro- 
mised to assist the collateral pursuit. This coun- 
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try was Egypt ;^ and these dk^vcs the medi^ty^ 
cause of the mvasion. 

The government by which this project was fwrn- 
ed> did not live to put it in execution; but the sue* 
ceeding saw its wisdom, and adopted it for it^ own« 
It became engaged in war with Britain, as with se« 
veral other powers of Europe* A period of war ift 
a period of licence for ambition; and now, there^ 
fore, the seizure of Egypt, and the attack on th^ 
empire of Britain in India, were put into practice^ 
There were still other immediate motives, In the 
course of the war, France had Ipst her 9wi) territory 
in India, apd her American islands; these she might 
not be enabled to regain; and Egypt, the acquisi-} 
tion (^ which was the easier task,, was m<»^ than a . 
counterbalance. Inferior in naval strength, she had 
it more within her compass to manage a maritime 
expedition in the Mediterranean than in the Atlantic 
or the Indi^ ocean. If gained, the colony would 
also be nearer the parent country, more abundant in 
its benefits, and more easy of defence^ Nor was it 
only in the evei^ of subsequent retention that tlu^ 
possession of Egypt by France would give a wound 
to Britain, From the instant it should be attempt*? 
ed, it would divert her attention from European poi 
litics, it y^puld occupy her withmterests more dear 
to h^r than those by which she was bound to her 
allies, it would give a coolness and disjunction to 
the alliance, it wpuld evqn indispoj^ or. disable her 

* See papers found m the cabinet of Lewis JfVJ. 
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to'act in the cSreetic^ which this more immediately 
required, it might excite alarms capable of detach- 
ing her from the objects for which 3he carried on the 
war; and, in a(klition to all these considerations, in 
case of obtaii^g possession, it would h6 advanta- 
gecHis eren as a movement of war only, by affording 
a property with which to t)Urchase peace. On the 
whole, the invasion of Egypt, both in its mediate 
and immediate motives, had, n(^ 6nly the raising erf* 
France, but the raising of France at the expense of 
England, for its direct principle; a principle uni- 
formly ^^wed by the French government and its 
servants,* and which, by its wisdom and magni- 
tude, appears worthy of having actuated the coun- 
cils of inteBigent statesmen, and of being*?eteived 
by history as the true cMigin of that evertt! Indivi- 
duals, nevertheless, have attributed others; and, 
under tilie possibility of their trutihi, they have a claim • 
to record. Some speculators,! in Britain espe- 
cially, little considerate of the difficulties by which 
tjie vastest and most successful of human power is 
restrained, and supposing countries as easily over- 
run as pages, have supposed designs which their 
readers have admired because they seemed imprac^ 
ticable, and half credited because they were marvel^ 
ous. Not only the British were to be driven from 
In^, but the whde Turkish emj^re, all Germany, 

* $€e OencjjJ Berthier's letter to the Directory, of the 11 TbcrmiJor, . 
em 6y and Proclamation du General Bonaparte aux soldatt, &c. Pieces Off.ci'* 
plkf de I* armee d* E^ypte. Jier partie, p, 1. 

t Set Political Feco&ections, &c. and other' publkations. 
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all ftaly, were to be subjugated. Motc iemp^raie^^ 
however, in their hopes, than these in their fears^ it 
is probable that its projectors expected only to 
abridge the first, and for the rest confined their 
views oh Egypt, the holding of which w<Mild at once 
enable France to staind a competition in the coaod^ 
merce of the east, and add to its general asccnAoicy 
among European powers. It is to be added^ that a 
commander in chief of the army employed has stat- 
ed, as an immediate tnoiive, that the French govern- 
ment had, during the sixth year of the republic, ob- 
tained knowledge of the intention of its enemies to 
possess themselves of Malta, and Egypt itself; that 
it had only resolved on preventing this; and that 
the inteltsts of the commerce a£ the Levant, the an- 
nual profits of which had amounted to nearly fifty 
millioiFi franks, demanded the mea£(ures it hadi^ir^ 
suedi* These assertions, however, though offi- 
cially made, appear, with respect to the twofiMrmer, 
to have resulted rather from the private view of the 
subject entertained by the officer from whom they 
proceeded, and to whom they are peculiar^ tl^oi 
from facts absolutely authentic; and with reject to 
the third, which probably alludes to certain disputes 
in which the French merchants were involved wijli 
the Beys and others, to comprehend rather suborcfi- 
nate than main considerations. 

II. But, whatever were the motives for this under* 
taking resolved on by the directory, it was attempt- 

* Le General MeruM a Varmeefrancaise, 8m:. Pieces Officielles, II teme 
part. p. 342. 
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cdy and a moipsent arrived in which polky reqiui^ 
this or a similar measure. In the year 1797, the 
arms of France had alm<^t exhausted all the em. 
fdoyment which they could obtain on the cpntinent 
of Europe, and yet their successes were rendered 
meffectual by the superiority of Britain at sea. De- 
riving wealth from the war itself, and almost secure 
against the irruption of armies, this insular nation 
was able to purchase rdterated hostilities from the 
pow>^*s of Germahy, and instate them to encoun- 
ter dangers fi*om which the loss of money was the 
only injury herself could sustain. It was necessary, 
therefore, to change the mode of warfare ; it was ne- 
cesssiiy to aim a blow that Britain was susceptible of 
feeling. France was without fleets, shq was with- 
out seamen, she was without naval skill; she could 
attem{rt nothing by sea: and yet the sea was the 
basis of commerce, and commerce of the power of 
Britain. But Fr^ice had brave and numerous ar- 
mies; these were her resources, and common sense 
cfictated tiieir use. Fortunately, a short voyage 
would convey an am^ to a point at which Britain 
was vulnerable ; it was fortunate also that this point, 
while it had the negative advantage of procuring in- 
jury to Britiain, had the positive one of benefiting 
Firance. Under the^e circumstances an armament 
was ordered; Malta and Egypt were made its des- 
tination ; * the troops of which it was composed were 
principally those who had been victorious in Italy,' 

• Piecet OJgicielUSf IIifm€part,p.3iS. 
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for the Rhine still required the test^ and the com* 
mand was entrusted to General Bonaparte, him lin^ 
der whom its victories had been gained* 

Hiere, the circumstances that are to follow^ re-* 
quire a previous view of the political situation of 
Malta and Egypt at the era of this enterprize, and 
the order of ideas that are to be linked, that Egypt 
be the previous consideration^ 

Egypt is a province of the Turkish empire, an^ 
its inhabitants though divided by the Mosaic, the 
Christian, and the Mohammedan, yet so much for the 
most part attached to the latter, that, in a statistical 
point of view, it is to be regarded as a Mohamme^ 
dan country. In its quality of province of the Turk- 
ish empire, two considerations present themselves; 
the first the state of peace and alliance which had 
long subsisted, and which at the time of equippii^ 
the expedition still subsisted between that empire 
and France, and the resistance y^hich the former 
might desire or be willing to make to the designs 
of the latter. In regard to the. first, a very pecu- 
liar tenor of language, in some measure grounded 
on the second, was held by the government pf 
France. This represented that, though it invaded^ 
it entertained no hostility to the empire ; and, while 
it entered the country by surprizal and force of 
arms, it spoke amicably to the sultan, and professed 
to have arguihents worthy of ensuring his approba- 
tion on its conduct. These arguments, which might 
be complicated in their nature, or of which a differ- 
ence of nature might be supposed, were at least cer^ 
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t^nly grounded on the sort b{ tenure by which the 
Sultan holdis the provincei 

Egypt, that province, once, through the profusion 
of pliysical blessings with which it has been endow- 
ed^ the seat of one of the first empires of the earth, 
lost its independence under the sword of Cambyses ; 
in a subsequent age, it changed the dominion of 
the Persian for that of the Greek ; and by this revo- • 
lution, after the death of Alexander, obtained, 
though not another line of Pharoahs, a release from 
foreign controul. The Ptolemies ended in Cleo- 
patra; from a province of the upper Roman empire, 
it fell to the lower or eastern : the emperor of Con- 
stantinople lost it to the successors of Mohammed; 
the Califs were followed by the Sultans, and Egypt 
was once more the territory of a sovereign state. 
In the year of Christ 879, the power of the Califs 
being on the decline, Ammed, the son of Teilun, 
Governor of Egypt, usurped the sovereignty;* in 
the year 1249, Turan, the son of Malek, was assas- 
sinated by a Mameluke, or, according to others,t 
Inassacred by Mamelukes, Asiatic slaves whom he 
had purchased, and of whom he had composed his 
garrisons and marine. From this period, or soon 
after, the government remained in the hands of the 
Mamelukes, who augmented and perpetuated their 
numbers by fresh purchases of slaves, and the mo- 
narchy was elective in this body. The Mamelukes 
progressively raised the aristocracy above the throne, 
and, about the year 1517, lost the latter to the em^ 

* HUtoire de V AJrique, Istc. par Cardome. f Ibid, 
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peror of Constantinople, Selim the Second. De* 
pressed, however, by victory, rather than destroyed 
by conquest, the power of the Mamelukes was suf- 
fered to continue, and their whole loss to consist in 
that sceptre, the mutual struggles for which ha4 
been the cause of their weakness. Egypt received 
a constitution by which, under the title of BeySj^ 
twenty.four of these, chosen among themselves, 
were entrusted with the revenues and civil admi- 
nistration, subject to an annual tribute of six hun- 
dred thousand zeckins, and the partial controul of a 
resident Paslm or Governor j and on condition of 
spiritual subjection to the Mufti of Constantinople, 
and acknowledgment of the sovereignty of the Ot- 
toman Sultans in the prayers, and on the coin. 
. Political arrangements are so much governed by 
what is expedient rather than by what is desirable^ 
that the wisdom of Selim in the present must, if 
censurable at all, be censured with caution; and, 
if it were really possible to have dispensed with the 
preponderance of the Mameluke body, yet its exist- 
ence was well calculated to prevent the Governor 
appointed by the Porte, from assuming independ- 
ence ; and an enlightened statesman would perhaps 
have judged it an advantage the whole to be consi- 
dered, that he thus secured himself against the dan- 
gers attending the existence of a sovereign power 
on his more immediate frontier. From this con- 
stitution, however (and Selim, perhaps, foresaw and 
disregarded the evil) it has resulted that the power 
of the Porte over the internal affairs of Egypt is ex- 
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tremely limited, and that the stipulated revenue, or 
tribute, has' often, not by absolute refusal, but by 
delays and subterfuges, been withheld by the Beys. 
This political situation of Egypt, resulting from 
these circumstances, presented to the designs of the 
French a difficulty and a facility, both, in a great 
degree, peculiar to this country. It multiplied, 
and, at the same time, it divided, the powers against 
which they have to contend. Both the strength of 
the Turkish empire, whatever it might be, and that 
of the Beys, with all their revenues, Mamelukes, 
and Egyptian followers, were to be overcome; the 
Beys, however, and the Porte, had many separate 
interests, and separate interests necessarily threw 
^1 advantage in the way of a common enemy; yet 
the interests of the Beys and of the Porte, how- 
ever various in domestic particulars, were unani- 
mous in this, their hostility to the existence of a 
third power in Egypt. On the whole, neverthe- 
kss, the disunion of interests was a breach in the 
palladium, and a discerning enemy might enter. 

The conduct of the expedition to Egypt, had 
therefore a two-fold nature; the Beys were to be 
subdued by arms, the Sultan by negociation. 

Malta, ah island lying between that of Sicily and 
the coast of Africa, and which had committed se- 
veral acts of hostility against France,* was valuable 
as a military outwork for the security of Kgypt, 
and in general as a citadel commanding the Le- 

♦ Fiecet Offictelles, P. t p. 23. 
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vant: it is a place at which water is taken in by 
vessels proceeding up the Mediterranean; and the 
want of water for the French fleet and convoy was 
to be made the immediate cause of hostilities; to 
subdue the order of Saint John of Jerusalem, by 
w hich this island was possessed, and the essenp^ of 
which institution consisted in perpetual enmity to 
the Mohammedans, would also be an action grate- 
ful to the Sultan, the design of conciliating whose 
favour comes next to be more distinctly considered* 
The Beys, it has been seen, were but indifierent 
subjects, and the actual possession of Egypt by the 
Porte, little more than nominal: on this foundation 
it is said to have been proposed to negociate for an 
admission, more or less unqualified, of the power 
of France into that country, where, in military and 
civil authority, it should take the place of the Beys, 
w hile, like these, but more faithfully, it should ren- 
der the stipulated tribute, and acknowledge the su- 
premacy of the Mufti, and the sovereignty of the 
Sultan. In this broad proposition several modifica- 
tions might be introduced, and perhaps were in- 
tended to exist from the first; but something more 
plausible, more really consonant with the interests 
of the Porte, must surely have been designed; or 
the expectation of acquiescence must have been 
grounded upon an idea of its moral or at least phy- 
sical imbecility : it could never be thought that the 
Sultan would rely upon the continuance of tribute 
from a power superior to himself, or that he would 
think France a better neighbour than the Beys; 
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^axd arguments might easily have been brought for- 
ward more rgspectful to his understanding. A fur- 
ther consideration of these arguments is impracti- 
cable within the limits of the present sketch; but, 
of whatever nature they were, it has been rumoured 
that they were agreeable to a party in the divan, 
which, rather than the Sultan, governs the Ottoman 
empire, and the conduct of that government in the 
actual event of the invasion, accorded, it will be 
found, with this supposition. In Egypt itself, it 
was intended to represent the arrival of the French 
army as a transaction equally favourable to the in- 
terests of the Sultan and the inhabitants, and hostile 
only to the Beys : the Beys, rebellious to the one, 
and oppressive to the other. 
, The command, as has been said, was given to 
General Bonaparte,. In General Bonapaite, the re- 
public had a citizen in whose character the soldier 
was- but an. ingredient. He was hitherto publicly 
known for little besides military capacity, or per- 
haps good, fortune. His enemies, proud of fighting 
with pygmies, spoke of him with contempt. He 
was, however, alover ofthe arts, a scholar, and a 
statesman. Possessed of ascendancy over those 
with whom he was concerned, he had at his dis- 
posal the arrangements for his expedition; and he 
went out from France rather a sovereign than a 
General. The colour of his mind was reflected in 
the whole armament. Learning and science were 
leagued with arms. He regai'ded that of the bay- 
onet as the worst and least permanent of conquests. 
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It was only by spreading civilization and assimi* 
lating manners that he hoped to retai%Egypt; and, 
preparing to put in practice all that theory could 
suggest for this purpose, he invitfed men of know- 
ledge and genius in every pursuit to be his compan* 
ions: sensible, also, of the valuable discoveries to 
be made in Egypt, he prepared in like manner to 
bring back these to Europe. 

The military force, when the several detach- 
ments were united, consisted of nearly forty thou* 
sand men;* and the lists of artists, men of letters; 
and those of science, contains the following num- 
bers and departments: in geometry eight, in astro-^ , 
nomy four, in general mechanics fourteen, in watch- 
making two, in chemistry eight, in mineralogy five^ 
in botany thred, in zoology five, in surgery six, in 
pharmacy three, in antiquities two, in ju-chitecture 
four, in drawing five, in engineering nineteen, it^. 
geography eighteen, in printing fifteen, f In con- 
formity with the various objects attended to in this 
assemblage of persons, the implements of war w&tQ 
accompanied by those of science. 

Though nothing could be more public than the 
collecting this armament, its destination was kept a 
profound secret. The peculiar features just describ- 
ed were thought designed only to mislead the world 
as to its object; and they had the good quality of 
calling forth the witticisms of men incapable of ap. 
preciating their value. 

^ Dodsley's Annual Register, 1799, \ Norry. 
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TouloA, on Ae Mediterranean, was appointed 
£6r the harbour from which the principd division 
shoukl embark, while others were prepared at Ajac 
cio, Genoa, and Civita-Veccia; and all whose du- 
ty were to assemble at the former point repaired 
thither early in May, 1798. On the ninth of that 
month, Bonaparte visited the squadron, which was 
decorated with flags for his reception.* From that 
day till the nineteenth, the wind continued un£^. 
yourable; on this, it changed to the north-west, and 
the signal-gun for getting under weigh was fired* f 
On the twentieth, the Orient, the Admiral's ship, 
and cm board of which was Bonaparte, left the har- 
bour,J together with fourteen other ships of war, 
and more than two hundred sail of transports. |j Ad- 
dressing a proclamation to the land and maritime 
forces, and which he denominated the army of the 
Mediterranean^ ** Soldiers,'' said Bonaparte, "you 
arc one of the wings of the army of England. You 
have made war on mountains, on plains, and in 
sieges; it remains for you to make war by sea. 
The Roman legions, which you have sometimes 
imitated, but not yet equalled, combated Carthage 
by turns on this same sea, and on the plains of 
Zama. Victory never forsook them, because they 
were always brave, patient under fatigue, disci- 
plined, and united among themselves. Soldiers! 
Ewope has its eyes upon you: you have great des- 
tinies to fulfil, battles to give, dangers, fatigues, to 

• Norry^ t Denon. J Denop. || Norry, 
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vanquish; you have to do more than you have ever 
yet done for the prosperity of your country, the wel- 
fare of mankind, and your own glory. Solidiers, 
sailors, infantry, artillery, cavalry, be one! Remem- 
ber that, in the day of battle, you will have need of 
each other. Soldiers ! sailors ! you have been hi- 
therto neglected; now, the greatest anxiety of the 
republic is on your account : you will be worthy of 
the army of which you make a part. The genius 
of liberty, which, from her birth, has rendered th§ 
!:epublic the arbiter of Europe, wills that she shall 
be the same of the most distant seas and nations."* 
The troops were further encouraged by the pro- 
mise of unusual advantages;, the land to which they 
were going was said to be fitted, and by the repub- 
lic destined, to afford them a permanejit provision, 
and each was to have a gift of six arpents of land. 
, The secrecy in which the object of the expedi- 
tion was involved, did not lessen the apprehensions 
of the powers against either of which it was possi- 
ble that it might be directed. That it was equip- 
ped in the ports of the Mediterranean wa^ some 
guide to conjecture; and Britain did not neglect to 
watch that sea with all the vigour and closeness 
which a numerous and admirable fleet could effect.. 
With respect to the Porte, it was arranged that at 
the same moment in which the expedition left 
Toulon, a French ambassador should proceed to 
Cpnstantinople, to inform the Sultan of the motives 

* Pieces OffidelUs, &c. P. L p. 1. 
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6f the invasion of Eg3rpt; a precaution which, from 
a cause, says General Menou, upon whose authority 
thiis €issertion is made, that can only be suspected^ 
wfts not taken^f A rumour, to which allusiati has 
already been made, represents that the ambassadcH* 
at Paris was privy to the affair, that negociatioiis had 
been opened with k party at the head of which was 
the then Grand Vizier, and that, in a word, the 
counsels of the Divan were divided upon the mca* 
sure. 

After coasting along France, and a part of Italy, 
the fleet passed between Cape-Corsicaand the island 
of Capraya.f From the crew of an English brig, 
which an aviso burnt on the coast of Sardinia, k 
learned that a ^uadron was in its pursuit.J On 
the ninth of June, it reached Malta, after a voyage 
unattended with any species of difficulty. |( The 
soldiers had been kept in constant employment, 
cithet' learning to climb the masts, or exercisii^ 
the guns.** 

In the evening of the ninth, Bonaparte sent ashore 
one of his aid-de^camps, to ask permission of the 
grand master to fill water at the different anchorages 
of the island ; and the manner in which this request 
was answered was to settle that in which the island 
was to be treated. The reply was brought by the 
Consul of the republic at Malta. It amounted to 
an absolute refusal; the grand master professing 
himself unable to let more than two transports tdjce 

• Piecet Officieltet, P. II. p. 343. f Denon. \ Piece9 OfficieUesj 

P. I. p. 4. II lb. ** lb. 
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water at the same time; a mo(k by whtch, up^ 
calculation, the whole armament, to which ^e cod* 
V0fs from- Corsica and Italy were now j<^tied, aa^ 
whidi eonsi^^ of five or six huniked sail,^ would 
have required t&ree hundred days lor this opemr 
tioii^ The wiant of the army, sjqts 3<Hiaparte {^ 
if tf» capture of Malta, had not made a part of the 
originad plsm) was ui^nt, and rendi^^ it m^ duty 
to employ force fotr its relief.J He directed the 
C<Hisul to address a letter to die grand^mast^r, ip 
which, after describing him as indignant, iimt he 
should have given permis^on to water cmly by four 
vessels at a time, the latter inrUed him to projKI^^ 
some medium of accommodation,, a^id assured him 
iliat the city had no hope but in the generosity of 
the French commander, who had given the most 
precise orders that the reUgiow cu&ftoms, and prpr 
perty of die Maltese, should be scri^ulously re* 
9pected. d After some trivial resbtauce, the Isl^D^ 
was subdued. The inhabitants took reluge in the 
metropolis of Valetta, whence an heavy &e was 
lbq)t up during the evening of the tenth* The be? 
sieged made a sortie, in which tliey lost the standard 
of tl^ order. Bonaparte began to land his artillery^ 
and, at the same time, not trusting to military ef<* 
ferts alone, he attempted various negociations, by 
tike result of which this ptece, capatde of enduring 
a siege of immense duration, was induced to cap!* 
tulate on the same evening. The Ccmspl-general 
of the Batavian republic was requested to write to 

* lb. p. 5. t lb. p. 22. I lb. p. 5. IJ lb. p. 23. 
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Bcmaparte on the part of the order: "His most 
Eminent highm^ss and Hs coundl, having sent for 
me, have <^mmissioiied roe to observe to you, att* 
zen General, that when they denied you entrance 
into the ports^ and* begged to h»ve your ^nswer» 
theypretended to no more thana perceptiim of the 
(leparenre which you required of tkem from the laws 
impo»d by theirneiitrality. The c<mAw:toi the 
order totward^ the French republic, and die protec-^ 
tion whkb, as well as its ptoplty from whom it wiU 
ahmys be inso^araUe^ it has alwi^s received from 
tile fVench nation, canse it to consider a rupture 
as a misfertune to wfeach it wishes to put an end« 
Ifii^ttc^ lenient higimiess, therefore^ andhis co«n^ 
dl^ ask ibr a suspension of hostilities, and for in-» 
ft»niation eoiH^mingyour intentsons, which will 
dbuibttessly be conformable with tiiie ^generosky of 
tile ^French nation, and the known sentiments of the 
oekbrated Genen^ by whom it is represented.'* 
Buting the nigkt, a convieatiaii between j^e re- 
public and^e order was framed and coataluded* 
TMs consisted of eiglit artides^ by the first; and 
im^t importont of which the oonder put into; the 
hands of the atitiy dhe city and forts of Malta, ami 
surrendemd to the repubtio its tights of sovereign^ 
dvef, and pifeperty in, that city, together with 
the islaikis (^ Mal^ Goao, and Cumino; by die 
Ai!xtli, the blights were secured' in their privi^ . 
property; aiid by tile seventh the people in their 
religion and privileges, and from all extraordinary 
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levy.* On the twelfth, Bonaparte wrote to tbe 
bishcrp of Malta,, commendiag the pacific ccnduct 
of that prelate; begging him to assure his dei^ 
that, npt (Hily the Catholic, Apostolic, and Roman 
religion would be respected, but its mmisters spe- 
cialty protected ; declariBg that he knew no charac- 
ter moft wwthy, nor more desenring of the venera^ 
tionof nuuddnd, than diat.of a pri^t, who, full of 
the true spirit of the Evai^elisty feds that his duty 
commands him to preach obedience to the temporal 
powo*, and to maintain peaoe, tranquillity, and 
unioa> in the midst. of a diocese; and recpiesting 
him to come immediately to the city of Malta, there^ 
by l»s influence, to preserve good order and tian- . 
quilKty among the pec^e: he. added diat. he would 
meet him there ^^himsdf that evening, and that he 
desired to be tb^n presented to all the Cures aiid> 
other principal persons of Malta and the surrounds 
ing villages.t In rq»ty, the bishi:^ assured Bona^ 
parte of his cSa^dossticm tp act in the mann^r.of 
whkh that Gvencral-had expiesaed his apprdbation, 
and'Crf* hki intention to. take no part in any thing £>* 
reign to his pastoral ministry; and {n-ofessed his 
pleasure in bidng.able to say that tbe entrance of 
the French troops into the city I^ b^en effected 
without the leaiM:e9usic»iof blood, a blessing for 
which he could not but take- care to render thanks 
to the Almi^ity by>a sdemn Te Deum^ whidi he 
had ordered to be sung in pubKc and pompous *pro* 
epssion, that very day4 During the five foUown 

• Jb. p. 32. t -P/we* OJicieUes, p. 37. % lb. p. 38. 
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ingtkyS) amid a yarielT^ of militarjr cares, as well 
for ^^xonquesl( as for: tiie armament, Bonaparte: 
puMish^ acivii o^isdtutidn.forMaltay^ the nuU 
nute particulars of^wiuch, thi^gh inter^lii^ in 
the extreme, it is not pc^stble to» insert m tib|b me-* 
moir. The civil adminmtration wi^ vested in mac^ 
commi^oners, umkrcontronl of the mililafy com^ 
mander, and each of whom were to pa:'ferm die 
office of p:^sldtot for six nuia&s alternately. . 

Oftm&tmy st^'es, General Bonaparte fofund at 
Maka two vess^ of war, <me frigate, and four gdl^ 
lies, twelve hundred pieces of cannon, fifteen hun- 
dred thousaiid pounds oi powder, forty thousand 
muskets, and odier artictes.t All the moMy in 
the treasury of Saint-lohn did not anK>unt ta a mil- 
lion franks. This Bonaparte left to parovide for the 
expenses oi the garrison, and finr llnse of cosnj^et^ 
ing a dtip, cidled die JSktintJchn. 

The garriscxci waamade to consist of four diou- 
sand men,{ under the omimand of Vaubois, general 
of Divi^cm, the officer who had commanded the de- 
barkation^ aivl ^i^ hod i^neSkted tlie mhabit^mts 
by \m wisdom and mildness. |{ ^ By <me of the arti- 
cles of the constitution^ or code« 2Sk shiv^y was 
abcdished; and, 1^ another, in cofise<|uence, all the 
Turkish slaves were to become prisoners of war, 
** and, sedng the friendship which subsisted be- 
tweaai the republic and the- Ottoman porte, sent 
home when the Gcneral-in-chief should direct the 

• lb. p. 39. t Pieces Officielietf p. 8. \ Denon and others^ ac- 

cording to Norry, 3000. || Fiecet Officielles, P. I. p. 9. ' 
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same, and when he should find that the Beys ccm- 
mted to send to Maka aU the Fraidi or Ms&tese ^ 
•bves they posaessftd. '^f These Turks, and otheir 
Mi^wonmechns, wwe takmr on board the Hetty to 
thenvunber of scfmehuncfartob^ logdhsr with a body 
of iflohinteergj under the dmunniaiatton of the Mal^ 
ieseJegim.ii These vaoruite, in si»ne degreey sBp^ 
ptied.iiyt pbce cf the wldiers left in garrison^ and 
of various persons grown weary of their voyi^.| * 
. On the seventeenth, tiie squadr<»i began to leave 
the port; On tte eveiibigof ihe eij^eentfi, ihe^ 
whole got under weigh*^ ^ 

^ It has already appeared ditt, at M^ka, no secret 
was made of the destination ctf the anBaxneniy mnit 
tea refefttnce tothe Beys. Some disturbances bishigf 
^uised at Mdta by the soldkry, and through mis** 
eondnel of a nature to be very extensively injurious 
in Egypt, Bonaparte drew up a set of reguktiona 
enford»ig the* sti^test difiicipliiie tmcter heavy penal- 
^es, and cai]»ed them to be read cxt board each ship.j^ 
Among oikti* articles, it was orckred that whoev^i^ 
should vi<date the women, or enter the houses 
of itfae Mohammedans, or ikit Mosques, should 
be shot; and none of these iregatatkms, &e spirit of 

• IU.p.44. 

t Nony. In his letter to the Directory, the General observed that he 
had caused the Turks to embark as sailors/ but said notlung of any other 
m^of^- ,Nehher are tejaijtet imotinnQdii^jB; M* Detfm. The Aimuti Re^ 
giftter (Dodsley's, 1801) hoyrevipr^ou whjit authority dpeaaot app^^«#aya 
that Bonaparte was joined by " some thousands of the Maltese sailors and 
sddiera." 

f Denon. || Korry. 
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Ustidi is so necseamry for iki^iMtBatt oi an mmy^ 
intt tnoisgresaed.^ In a prockmaAonj puUt^td 
two (kjm Mibs c q u e n tiy to ti» departure finon Maltei 
after dedhriiig the dbject of the expeditito, whMk 
was to promote tiie ^naral tntereats of civiliisatiod 
and comnMTOe, and humble ^ nava) poww of 
England, and con&denlly pvoBoising, after sevecd 
&tiguing marehea, and aooic hotliie encountefs^ 
conqplete attMoss, Bonaparte told tibem thqr mr^Pe 
going to live with Mohammedans, the first article 
of wkose religious creed was, that Tkero is voQod 
but God, and MokmmMd is his pmphei^ ^^ Hb not 
eontradict.them," said he. .. " Gonduct yourselvea 
towards them as you have done towards the Jewsaad 
the Italians. Sh^wreapecttothekrlVfuftis^dlmasiiSf 
and the cereitionies prescribed t>y. the &c»san; as 
you have shown to die Rabbis and the Bishop8# 
Cherish the same spirit of toleration for theMoaqiiea 
Aat you have entertained for the retigi<m <rf Moses 
and of Jesus Christ: the Roman legions protected 
all religions. You will find here lusages diluieiii 
from tlwse ctf Eurqpe. You will reconcile your* 
selves to them by cu^tonu The people of the land 
into which we are about to enter, differ from us in 
their mode of treatment of women; but, in every 
eouritiy, he who offers violence to the women is a 
monster. ' ' Bonaparte proceeded next to warn them 
against giving way to a Spirit of plunder: " Plun- 
der, which enriches only a very few, reflects disho*- 
nour on the whole; it dries up our resources, and 

• Nony. 
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conveys into enemies those whom it is o\ir interest 
to have for friends." In concluiaon, he reminded' 
them that the city they were going to attack was 
built by Alexander, and that grand recollections,' 
fitter to excite the emulation of Frenchmen, would 
be recalled to their mitids at every step. At the 
same time, orders were issued that eveiy individual 
of the army who should pillage or steal, should be 
shot; that the punishment of death should also be 
inflicted on every individual of the army who should 
impose contributions on the towns, villages, or in- 
dividuals?, or should commit extortions of any kind; 
land that, when any individuals of a division shocdd 
have committed any disorders in a country, the 
whole division, if the ofiender should not be discov- 
ered, should be responsible and pay the sum neces- 
sary to indemnify the inhabitants for the loss sus- 
tained.* 

Eight days were employed at Malta j the voyage 
between that island and Alexandria was performed 
within twelve more.f On the thirtieth of June, the 
fleet was before the city. A frigate had been dis* 
patched, to warn the Consul and other Frenchmen 
of its arrival, and gather information as well con- 
cerning the actual dispositions of the inhabitants as 
concerning the British fleet.J While the frigate 

• The original proclamation, which appears to be the same with that 
alluded to by M. Nony, htvag omitted in the Piecet Officielie*, and otheiv 
wise out of reach, the above detail is given sdelf on the auj^orky, and in 
the words, oi DodsleyU Annual Register, for. 1801. 

\ Relation des campagneSf ^c. par le General dc divisim Bertbier. 

\ Pieces Officie/les, P. L p. 107. 
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Uy in the bffing, a small vessel, in spite of her ef* 
fbrts to the contrary, ran into the port ; and, though 
the British had been there thfee days before,* and 
raised the alarm^f i^ was not till now that a general 
ttamuk arosej threatening the lives of the Franks. 
In the vain custody of some mariners of Alexandria, 
the Consul, however, was permitted to come on 
board the frigate, by which he was carried to the 
Admiral's ship. 

At this point of time, an heavy $ea opposed the 
descent ; the transports were mingled with the ships 
of war, j: and, in this unfavourable situation, the at-> 
tack of the British was to be momentarily expected* 
It was now late in the evening* Bonaparte ordered 
^ immeditlte debarkation^ 

According to One account, BoAajiarte pl&ced hitii-: 
self at the head of th6 debarkati(m;|| but, according 
to his own. General Menou, with his division, was 
the first, and himself followed, with General KLle* 
ber.** The violence of the wind rendered ther 
proceeding as difficult a/* it was dangerous; and 
some lives wete lost in the boats; . General MeAoii, . 
however^ reached the shore, near Marabut, within 
a league and an half of Alexandria; and, at eleven 
o'clock, was joined by Bonaparte. At day-break^ 
a body of Mamelukes and Ambs began to skirmish 
with the advainced posts. 

On approaching the enclosure Of the old city of 
the Arabs, Bonaparte ordered each column to halt 
without the range of the cannon: desirous to pre* 



•-Bert^,p.a; tDenon, Jib. || lb. ** £ertbi€r,p.9. 
VOL. I. f 
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vent the efiusion of blogd, he atteinpted a paii^a 
but horrible shouts of men, women,, and chUdmi^ 
and a cannonade from a few pieces that were im* 
mediately tmmasked, declared a rescdution to de- 
fend the city.* After the walls w^re scaled, cvoy 
house was defended; but^ before the end of the da]r» 
the ci^ was oahn^ the two castles had q^ptitukted^ 
and the invaders were in entire possession of the 
city, its forts, and its two harbours, t 

In the evening, the ImamS} ShechSf and Shereeft, 
promised fidelit}' to the government; and Bonaparte 
publbhed ttus proclamaticm: ^^ Too long have the 
IJey s who govern Egypt insulted the French natkm^ 
and loaded her merchants with vexations : the hour 
of their chastisement is arrived. Too kmghaa 
this horde of slaves, purchased from Caucasus and 
Georgia, tyrannized over the Purest part of tlw 
world; but God, upon whom everything d^nda, 
has ordered its empire to end. Pe<^le of Egypt! 
you will be tcjd that I come to destroy your reli- 
gion ; believe it not: reply that I come to restore 
your rights, and punish the usurpers, and that I 
venerate, more than the Mamelukes, God, his pro- 
phet, and the I^oran« Tell these that all moi are 
equal before God: wisdom, talents, virtues, make 
bH the difference bqtw^n them* Now, what wis-, 
dcrni, what talents, what virtues, dtstinguidi the 
Mamelukesjt that they e^cclusively should possess 
all tjiat is lovely an^ swe^ in life ? Is theic a beau* 
tifal estate i it belongs to the Mamelukes. Is ther« 

• Pk(xt OfcielU*, F. I. p. lOT. t D^ 
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H beautfiul slare, a beautiful horse, a beautifhl 
house? they belong to the Mamelukes. If Egypt 
k their form, let them show the lease that God ha* 
granted. But God is just and bountiful to all man* 
kind; all the Egyptians are called to fill all posts : 
let the most wise, the most informed, the most vir- 
tuous, gowm, mid the people will be happy. There 
were formerly among you great cities^ great canals, 
great commerce: by what has all been destroyed, 
if not by the avarice, the injustice, and the tyranny 
of the Mamelukes? Cadis! Shechs! Imams! TshcH*- 
badjies! tell the people l^t we are the friends of 
tl^e Mofidems. Is it not we that have destroyed 
the Pope, wbo said that wwr must be made on Mo&f 
l#ms? Is it not we that destrc^^ the knights of 
Malta, because the madmen betieved that God 
willed them to make war on Moslems? Is it not we 
tfiat 4iave long been tte friends of the Grand Seig- 
nior (whose designs may God aocom{^h! ) and the 
enemies of his enemies ? Are not ihe Mamelukes, 
<m the odier hand, in continual rebellion against the 
Grand Seignior, wh6m tiiey still refuse to acknow- 
ledge? They execute only their own schemes; 
Thrice happy those that are for us ! they shall pros* 
per in their rank and fortune. Happy those that 
are neuter! they will have time to become acquaint** 
ed widi us, and they wiU come to our side. But 
wKftchtdj thrke wretched those that shall arm for 
the Mamelukes, and fight against us! there shaU 
be no hope ISwr these; they shall perish! — L AH 
villages, situate within a line of three leagues of the 
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places passed tyjT the enemy, shall sead a dqpuihitkm 
to the General commanding the troc^s, to inform 
him of their submission, and their having hoisted 
the colours of the army (white, red, and blue.) 
II. All villages that shall take up arms against tfi« 
army, shall be burned. III. All viBages that shall 
submit to the army, shall display, widi that of . the 
Grand Seignior our friend^ the fiag of the anny. 
IV. The Shechs shall .put their seals upoi^ all 
goods, houses, and other pr<^)erty belonging to the 
Mamelukes, and shall be careful that nothing 19 CT3Lt 
bezzled. V. The Shechs, Cadis, and Imams, shaU 
continue to -perform the ftmcticHis of their situaf 
tions; every inhabitant sdmll remain at his accus* 
tomed station, and praters shall be cimtinued as 
usual. Every one shall thwk God for the d^true? 
tion of the Mamelukes, and cry, Glory to the Stil- 
tan, glory to the iFrench army, his friendi curses 
on the Mamelukes, and happiness to the people of 
Egypt !''^ 

During the siege, General Klefaer, at the foot of 
the wall, while pointing out to his grenadiers the 
place at which he wished them to scale, was struck 
on the forehead by a ball. He fell ; but the wound; 
though serious, was not mortal, f He was left in 
command of the place. J 

On landing, the greater part of the army had en* 
tered Alexandria only to pass through it into the 
desert ; || the remainder, with the exception of the 
garrisons placed in this city, and the troops dis, 

f Fiecea Offictdk*, P. L p. 233. f lb. p» 108. \ Bertbier, j] Deiion, 
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patched under General Menem, for the reduction of 
Rashid,* commenced its mardi for Cairo on the 
sixth and seventh of Jniy. At half past nme o'clock 
on the morning of tiie Aird day, it discovered the 
Nile at Rahnianieh. The scddiers, fiitigued with 
their march across the desert, and fainting with 
thirst, threw themselves, clothed as they were, into 
the water. Almost at the same instant, the drum 
called them to their colours. A body of Mame* 
lukes, to the numb^ of about eight hundred, had 
advanced in order of batde ; but, on the hastening 
of the French to arms, they withdrew; and, before 
Bonaparte could advsmce, fled before the artillery,, 
commanded by General Desaix. The French lost 
(me ofic^r and a guide, smd had ten in&ntry slightly 
wounded. The Mamelukes had about forty killed 
and wounded* 

Bonaparte reserved to rest at Rahmanieh during 
this and the following day. In the night of the 
latter, General Menou, who had possessed himself 
of Rashid without difficulty, smd left it with foi?ced 
marches, joined the army. He brought informa- 
tion that a French flotUla had happily entered tlie 
Nile, but that it ascended that river with difficulty, 
the water being still low. Immediately after his 
arrival, the army marched towards Miniet-Salamdi, 
where it slept, and whence it departed before day- 
break. 

* Commonly called J^oictta. The use of a right name instead of a. 
wrong, can need no apology. Some years ago, Abu-hir Was written Bouc- 
^fcr, Rotctta is not a synonym, but* corruption, of Masbid. 
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At a league before it, Mundrhcf^ st tbe 1 
^our thousand Blamelukes, had poated hhatiHf to 
expose its pragceaa. His rigjbt was watainfd by 
the village <tf JiUiridi, in which he had placed \ 
pieoes of cajmcm. On the Nik, he had 
batteries, and a flotilla composed d eig^ or ten 
large gun-boats, and armed jerrat^.* Booapaffte, 
apprized of his station, had left Bahmanieh to oCsr 
him battle. 

In point of cavahy, the Maodukes were giettl^ 
superior to the Frendi; the latter havii^ ooly tws 
hundred, and those lame and hurasaed, while the 
former, four thousand in number, were not ouare 
magnificently than vigor^msty ^^inted.t 

The French flotilla had jcuned the army, and it 
was ordered by Bonaparte to proceed, keq>ingauch 
a course as might enable it to support the left of his 
tine, and attack the flotilla of the enemy at themo- 
ment he attacked the Maaiehikes and the village; 
but the violence of the wind compelled it to gain a 
league upon . the army, and to meet and fig^it.thc 
flotilla of the enemy at disadvantage. The peasairts^ 
conducted by the Mamelukes, threw thi^nselves 
into the boats, and into the water itself, and board* 
ed a demi-galley and a gun^boat; two other gun* 
boats were taken by the Mamelukes; but the 
French commander re-captured all, and, af^ an 
obstinate combat, in which, oa the one side and ibc 
other, more than an hundred and fifty diacharges 
of cannon were given, set fire to the Mameluke ad- 

* Berthier, p. 20* \ Piecci OgkUliv, P. I. p. 110. 
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ili£rai, and to sevetfel others of the fleet, and dispers- 
ed Ae whole** 

Meanwhile, informed, by the noise of the guns, 
of the engagement, Bonaparte forced the village, 
Ae front of wMch had been covered by the army d! 
tit\G Beys. The Mamelukes of which this was com- 
posed, advanced upon the wings of the French, 
seeking, according to their manner of fighting, a 
weak point in the ^anks or rear, on which they 
might make imp(resMon ; but, the line being every 
where equally strong, and receiving them with a 
double fire of the flank and front, after several irre-^ 
sdttte charges, and spending a part of the day within 
half cannon-shot, they retreated with the loss of 
six hundred, killed and wounded. The French 
lost seventy men. 

Bonaparte now advanced within a trifling dis-^ 
tance of Cairo, without further impediment, thaif 
such as a burning climate, and the want of water' 
and other necessaries, threw in his way; but, at 
the pyramids, he found the Beys prepared to make 
one more effort for the defence of the metropolis. 
His more formidable enemy was before; but he 
had another that continuaUy harrassed his rear : this^ 
was the Arabs ; who attacked every one at the least 
remove from the column, and, at the distance of 
Arec hundred toises, kept the army without com- 
mutation with Alexandria. ' 

The twenty-three Beys, at the head of whom* 
wa^ Mviftd^ had entrenched themselves in the vil- 

• Bertbier, Piece* Ofcielietu 
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l^ge of Embabeh • Their force was said to^ecdttibti 
of six thousand Mamelukes, and a ynultitude o£ 
Arabs and peasants. Here, a division of the Maine* 
lukes charged with the rapidity of lightnintg^ and 
the individuals (for they fight individually) disi^Bf* 
ed a bravery that would have been admirable but 
that it was the bravery of madmen, seeking, aQ it 
were, death in preference to victory* The divi- 
sion imprudently threw itself between two of th^ 
French battalions; and, seizing the moment^ Boxku 
parte immediately ordered an attack on the en* 
trenchments and the village. The village was 
turned, the entrenchments forced, and the whole 
army routed. Murad was pursued to Gizeh; and 
crowds of the Mamelukes, Arabs, and peasants^ 
vainly performing prodigies of valour, fell under 
the bayonet, or, attempting to escape, were drown- 
ed in the Nile. Forty pieces of cannon^ eighty- 
camels, and the baggage a&d provisk^ns of the 
enemy, fell into the hands of the FrencA. The 
rich costume of the Mamelukes afforded the soldiers 
a considerable booty. Such is the superiority of 
European tactics, that, in this battle, so decisive 
and disastrous to the Beys, the French had only 
ten killed, and thirty wounded. 

On the morning of the next day, the prme^ped. 
person of Cairo, headed by the Kia or Lieutenant 
of the Pasha of Egypt, came to offer to B<ma]^rtc 
possession of the city. Bonaparte assured, thein of 
the desire of the French to be in amity with the, 
people of Egypt and the Ottoman Porte, and of the 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE INVASXOK OF EGYPT* xlix 

idrupulous Inspect that would be shown to the man- 
aers, customs, and religion of the country* The 
Pasha had left Cairo in the night, with Ibrahim-bey» 
The deputaticm returned, accompanied by a detach- 
ment of the army. The people had availed them- 
selves of the defeat and flight of the Beys, for an 
c^portunity to run into some excesses : the house 
of Murad had been pillaged and burnt; but the 
proclamations of the Chiefs, and the appearance of 
the army, re*established order* 

On the twenty-third of July, two months after 
his departure from Toulon, Bonaparte removed his 
bead-quarters into Cairo. On the loss of the bat- 
tie of the Pyramids, the Beys had divided their 
forces into two parts. The one, under the com- 
mand of Murad, whose office placed him at the 
head of the military establishment of Egypt, and 
whose talents rendered his superiority universal, re- 
tired into upper Egypt, while the other, under Ibra- 
him, the official head of the civil department, 
doubled into the lower, and towards Suez and Sy- 
ria. The French were in need of rest, and Bona- 
parte felt it necessary to devote to himself the estab- 
Jiishment of a provisory government for the city and 
the country: he wished, therefore, to have defer- 
red, not only the pxirsuit of Murad, but that of Ibra- 
jhimal.so; which latter waited for the reinforcement 
of Mamelukes that would arrive with the jcaravan 
from Mecca: nevertheless, as the neighbourhood 
of Ibrahim, who employed his time in raising in- 
surrections, was an evil to be checked, Brigadier- 

VOL I. G 
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General Leclerc, after a repose of ei^ da^s» imtm 
seni from Cairo with three hundred cavahy^ thiiee 
companies of grenadiers, a battalion and two pieces 
of light artillery, with orders to take a positioo at 
Canca, and observe the motions of this Bey. On 
the sixth of August, three other divisions of die 
army joined in pursuit of Ibrahim, who, tfacmgb 
unsuccessfully, had attacked Leclerc on the day 
after his leaving Cairo* Ibrahim retreated towards 
Salehieh, on the confines of the desert which sepa- 
rates Syria from Egypt. In the course of the pur* 
6uit, Bonaparte rescued several parts of the sacred 
caravan, the attack of which his endeavours topre-r 
vent had failed. He gave the pilgrims, the mer- 
chants, and their women, a. supper, set them oo 
camels, and furnished them H^th a strong escort to 
Cairo. On the arrival of the French at Salehieh, 
It»*ahim continued his retreat into Syria. The 
i^ear-guard of the Bey, itself three times more nu» 
merous than the advanced of the French, was still 
in sight. Bonaparte's infantry was a league and 
en half behind; but, with the few cavalry he pos* 
«essed, he followed and fell upon the Mamelukes. 
The latter fought only in the way of protecting 
their retreat; but the French having forced their 
way between the ranks, a combat, furious beyond 
all proportion with the number of persons engaged^ 
ensued. Every man fought for himself, and equal 
. courage distinguished either side. Several of the 
French received numerous wounds, and about 
twenty were killed. In their flight, the Mame*- 
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tukes abandoned two pieces of cannoi^ and fifty 
camels. Bonaparte left General CaffarelU to fwtify 
Salehieh and Belbeys, and, on the twelfth of Au- 
gust, re-arrived at Cairo.* 

Ibrahim-bey, who had been wounded in the skir» 
mish, was now in the midst of a painful journey of 
nine days, between the canals of the Delta and the 
rivulets of Syria. Murad was in the valley of 
Fayum, anxious, for the present, rather to ^voic] 
than attack the arms of the invaders. In a worc^, 
the Beys had no longer an army. Their hostile 
efforts had dwindled into those of insurgents; and 
their hopes of success were placed rather upon re- 
volts among the people, than in victories over the 
troops. The capital was in the hands of the 
French, repeated defeats had broken the spirits of 
the friends, and encouraged the animosity of th^ 
enemies df the Beys, every measure that could con- 
ciliate the Egyptians with their new masters was 
adopted; and, for every force that was to originate 
within Ae country itself, its conquest appeared to 
be complete. With respect to the Sultan, his ac- 
quiescence was confidently expected; and the ac*. 
tual possession of the French was a powerful argu- 
ment for its expediency. 

Thus, and in this manner, had France added to 
her territories that portion of the earth which na- 
ture might seem to have designed for the seat of 
universal empire; that portion of the earth wher^ 
(one, but one mighty river, more than countervail- 
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iiig continents of deserts) triple and quintuple luetri 
vests offer food for a countless population; where 
the productions of the trc^ics might be innocently 
reared; where the trade between India and Eu:rope 
was anciently conducted, and where nothing but its 
government prevents it from being resumed, to the 
manifest benefit of mankind; wh«^, in a word, the 
junction of two seas, and of Africa, Asia, and Eu- 
rope, form a point of t^ommimication between the 
whole world. 

But, in whatever degree Egypt is a wealthy or 
important territory, in whatever degree its posses- 
sion could aggrandize France, and, still more, in 
whatever degree it could injure Britain, in that it 
behoved the latter to oppose its change of posses- 
sors. The conquest of Malta had discovered the 
destination of the French armament; and, from 
that moment, with a policy and activity the reverse 
of which would have been folly and indolence, this 
government strained every nerve to render its la- 
bours fruitless. A division of the ifo-itish fleet sta-^ 
tioned in the Mediterranean, under the command 
of Rear- Admiral Sir Horatio Nelson, had been in 
search of it from the moment of its leaving Toulon. 
This reached Malta two days after it had sailed for 
Alexandria. Seeing the tri-coloured flag on the 
forts, the fleet had steered directly for Candia. It 
passed within six leagues of the armament; and, 
not finding it at this island, proceeded to Alexan- 
dria. Here it landed a dispatch for India,* and it 

• Fiecet Oficielkt, 
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declared itself in pursuit of the French. * It wait^ 
ed two days off Alexandria; when, imagining it$ 
enemy might be in the Archipelago, or off Aiexaur 
dretta, it left this station., On the thirty-first of 
July it returned; but, in the interim, on the first, 
the French had arrived, and accomplished their 
purpose. Thirty days had elapsed since the troops 
and the greater part of their stores had been landed, 
and the conqueror was already in the chief city of 
the country, at leisure to cultivate the arts of peace; 
but Admiral Brueys, though in momentary expec- 
tation of the British, was still, with his squadron, 
m the road of Abu-kir, at a few leagues from Alex- 
andria. On commencing his march for Cairq, 
Bonaparte had sent him a letter, desiring him to 
enter, within twenty- four hours, the port of Alex- 
andria; or if, as was apprehended, his squadron, 
for want of sufficient water, could iK)t enter, to land 
with the utmost expedition, all the artillery and 
equipage of the army, and repair to Corfu. f At 
the time of the general debarkation, it had been or- 
dered by Bonaparte to form the fleet in line of bat- 
tle before Marabu; but, two ships of war running 
foul of each other, had fallen on the Admiral, and 
t)bliged him to anchor on the vejpy spot where he 
then was,t and which happened to be among the 
tocks before Alexandria. || Two vessels having 
lost their anchors at this station, he ran to Abu- 
kir, which offi^red a better anchorage. Here Bona- 
parte sent officers of the engineers and artillery, 

• Denon. f J'ieces OfieUilit, % Berthler. |) Pieces OpcieUcs. 
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who convinced the Admiral that he couldf receive 
no protection from the shore, that, if the British 
appeared during the tyro or three days, that, as well 
to discharge the artillery, as to sound the entrance 
of the port of Alexandria, he must remain at Abu- 
kir, his only resource was in cutting his cables, 
and thatit was of the first urgency for him to stay 
as shOTt a time as possible. He left Alexandria in 
die firm belief that, within three days, the squadron 
would have entered the port, or sailed for Corftu 
For twenty days, the Arabs cut off his communi- 
cation with Alexandria. At length, he received a 
letter from the Admiral, wherein the latter infcH^m* 
«d him that he had been reconnc^tred by several 
British vessels, and that he had fortified himself, 
with the design of waiting for the enemy, embo- 
somed in Abu-kir. This extraordinary resohition 
fflled the General with the most lively alarms, and 
the more as the letter, written on the nineteenth of 
July, had not reached him till the twenty-eighth. 
He sent one of his aids-dc-camp, witii orders not 
to return till he Imd seen the squadron under wil* 
On his way, the aid-de-camp was killed by a party 
of Arabs; but, leaving Cairo on the twenty-ninth, 
had he arrived in safety his journey had yet been 
useless; for, on the afternoon of the thirty-first, 
Rear- Admiral Nelson entered die bay. 

The scheme of fortification upon which Admiral 
Brueys had placed his reliance, had been that of 
drawing up his ships as so many batteries, support- 
ed by the shore on the rear, wid by an inlet and the 
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Cisde of Abu-kk on the rtgfat of his line; but Atkr 
Rural Jei:vis had taught the ^itish navy the boid 
and grand manoeuvre of cutting the line of batde^ 
and Sir Horatio Nelson, pursuing this principle al-* 
most to temerity, divided the French into two 
parts^ stationed himself between them and the shofej 
and placed them between two fir^» This was an 
entetprize wor^y of success, and that because it 
was replete wi& danger. It did not insure victory; 
it braved defeat ; the contest W£us long; and the htm 
rels axxiuously won« The French line was doubted 
at half past six : at abcHit half past nine, the Orient 
eaught fire, and at tea blew up. A long period of 
total silence ensued » Admiral Brueys, who had 
been wound^ at eight, had been killed an hour 
before the destruction of the ship; and the loss of 
their commander encreased the confiision of the 
£^renchi Admiral Kelson hadnceived a wotmd in 
the head, and, for sofiie time, it was i^prefaeiided 
to have been moit^l. The acti<Mi re-commenced. 
Its horrors weise encreased by the serenity of na* 
ture; a clear sky, a full moon, resplendant stars, 
the stillness of ni^t, and the cahnness of the sea, 
contrasted witii the murkiness of tilie smoke, the 
fladies und the roaring (^ the artillery. A seccmd 
ship of the French was blown up. The sun rose 
cm the war. Nine British vessels were dismasted^ 
and two considerably battered; but, with the ex- 
ception <^ two ships of the Une, and two frigates^ 
which had not been engaged, the whole of the 
French were either absoLu^y destroyed, or lying 
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unmanageable on the vrater^ tiie prizes^ of Adttfydi 
Nelson. The four still in condition to fly^ di$cov- 
ering at dawn the havdc nnade among their com* 
panions, cut their cables and esc^qped. Rear- Ad-* 
miral Nelson dispatched a seventy*four with the 
news of his victory, while himsetf remained injthe 
bay, refitting his ships for sea»* 
^* It appears tome/' says General Bonaparte ip 
his letter to the Directory, ** that Admiral Bruey^ 
was imwaiing to retire to GcMrfu before he was ,ab- 
solutely certain that he could not ^iter the port of 
Alexandria, arid before the army, of which he had 
long been without news, was secure from. aJl ne^ 
cessity of retreat; but if, in this fetal event, hqliad 
his fenlts, he has expiated them by a gloripos 
death. ''t 

Though the capture of empty va^els, after their 
important cargo was withdbrawn, may, camp^rative- 
lyj appear a barren triumph, t^ was for from being 
^e feet. The naval powa- of France in the JVfedi- 
terranean was annihilated ; and were the resources 
of Egypt what they might, and its submission, to 
the French troops how decided soever, these tlpngs 
were now matters unconnected with France., A 
wide sea separate the two countries; and, thpugh 
Egypt might be wrested from the Porte, only thie 
consent of Great Britain could unite it with France: 
beisides, this victory gave a grace to the tone of dic- 
tation in which the former was now to speak to the 
Porte. 

^ "^ London Gazette, &g. ieets Offiddk^ 
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^* That the Perte was disposed to leave Kgypt. m 

^e hsuids (^ the French, is a feet which appoom 

iilnqueslionable. TlKHigfathe Ambassador had not 

lieachcd Ccmstaotinopie, though the French mixiis;- 

t^s mig^t use subterfuge in their ex^danaticmsy the 

•invaaicfn was plain language; and yet the Porte. re« 

quh*ed two months for circumlocution.* This ex* 

^eme pounce to tardy elucidation betrays jah ex- 

tra^ordinaryAvilhagness tohear; and) even without 

i^magimng this government very anxious to pait 

with an important province, it may be easily bo 

4ieved tlmt, yielding to the nec^sity of the case, it 

was not particularly displeased to part with it t^ 

•Frantie: ^certainly, France, deficient in maritime. 

strength, and constantly checked in this important 

particular, would have been a less d^igerous nedghr 

^tir tlmn Britain ; and x)f the designs of Britain (Hi 

Egypt, the Porte, with however little foundation^ 

had long been jealous. Warned t^ the examplt 

"of India^t she held it as a maxim of fundamental 

policy, to prevent Europeai^ and, most of all, the 

•British, from establishing themselves in the ports 

»bf Egypt. When that country was ent^ed by the 

French^ she had abtmdant reason to prefer a peace* 

able admission of this nation, or the adoption of do* 

^estic measures for its expulsion, to committii^ 

her cause to Britain and Russia; and, if a fair view 

of her interests be at all reconcileable with thisi 

* See the manifesto of the Porte. 

t See a firman of the Porte, in the preface to Political Peeollectiantt &c. 
by George BMain, £tq. kn, 

VOL. U H 
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fragoning, htr conduct, botk bdbce «ad after «he 
anercd iniD m cnlitioii Wiftb diese powcia, aftwdb 
iMOPtgglabte|yoof thttitwMttowhk^ 
€<L Of the nMer mwUeh tfab 
brovgM i'boat, a FiaM:h oftficr hM rd^ 
dieaoiithoftlieVixicr, that the Porte WW iMreod 
wtDanimineAate wari^jainatFiaiioCyaupporto^ faj 
Rvsflk aadBritaia, Mcter pain rf Hmnrdiattr 
widi dioac two powcn thoMclves;* aad ibe 
4liict oftlie Pbrtr wiU lor ci^ corrobonte the 
ilote. 

Allied, iKmever, ia what her partners caUod a 
t^mman cmcMe^ ahe did come forward for the ^Mi* 
vserance of her own dcHninions. A plan waa «v- 
tanged Ibr an irruption of the Russian and Otto* 
man troops on the side of Syria, while the Britifih 
and Russiana acted in the Mediterranean» who^ 
the C;Ear, passing the Dardanelles, joined wth 
, comfdaoency in the blockade Of Malta* Aware o^* 
the designs tH his enemies^ Bonaparte prepared to 
crash them in the bud, or at least to free himself 
at oaie point befiore he was attachod at the olhcr. 
The Porte, in spite of every peacefid eflfort, was 
wm his enemy; and it became incuttibent cmhim 
to f(Mice it, if possible, into a change Of sentiimtnt 
Itle. resolved to enter Syria, the adjoining prorlno^ 
of the empire* 

When Ibrahim-bey had. crossed the d^eert, h^ 
was flatteringly received by Ammed el Jezzar, the 
Pasha of Syria. This Pasha had long been the ene- 

» Pittf qgicieUm. t StattPapert, yoL ^. p. S|. 
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iny of Ae Frendi natton, and he ^igerfy seisied tfad 
<^pdrliiiiit7 of g^tifyifig his hatred. Hehidce^ 
^n% been appointed Pasha of Egyft; os&Ay de* 
signing lo take pos^ssion of his Pftshalic by fores 
pf arms, he had^ possessed himsetf (^ the fort erf 
Arish, the ancient Larissa, which was eve&occa^ 
|4ed by his advanced guard. 

Undier all these circuBistances, Bons^erb^ pre^ 
pared an expedition, of whidi, be«idM overpower- 
ing tile Pai^a, fl^rewas reason to hope tfi^t, Jf 
successful, it might force the Forte to seek refti^ 
kk Fninqe flroin the aUbnce of Russia md Britftiii. 

After* a rapki man^, the am^ arrived beiw« 
Arish, in theriliddie of February, 1799. The viU 
feige was presentiy forced with-the bayonet, the iat 
h&bhants seeking security in the fort. In theeven^ 
faig the fort was blockaded. The same ^, a body 
Of Mamelukes, escorting provisioiisfw Arisii, ^usli^ 
Ing to the supemri^ of their numbers, encwpped 
behind a deep ravine, within half a leagtic of th^ 
place. In ^ mght, a part oi Reynier's divisimii 
tmned die raviiBc, took the catneis and l^t^gage; 
kaA either killed <^ mad^ prisoners all the Mamo- 
lake& who dM not escape by speedy fl^t*^ 

Hlthei?to^ Bonaparte had- remained at Cairo. He 
learndd that an £ng&h crufz^, with $0»^ otlxec 
vessels, had commenced a bombardmeat of Alex- 
andria; but, cc»M!eiving thaf^^is could have no 
other object than trf diverting him &<mx his expedi. 
tion, he left that city to an attack from which it 
could receive but little injur)-, and rej[>aired, with 
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his Etat-Major, to Arkh, whete teordcreda can*- 
nonade on one of the towers- The place had beeaL 
Fepeatedly summoaed; and, as soon as a bi:i&acH 
began to be eiiSicted, thia proceeding was renewed- 
The garrison, says General Bethier, wa&con^)osed 
of i^nauts and Maugrabins, all l^rbariaivS) witb- 
Cut Chiefs, and ignorant of all the usagca and prin^ 
ciples of war among polished oati^His^ Tl^j ci»n- 
wienced a correspondence equally singular .and Ott-r 
rious, and which sU<Nie woidd paint their diameters* 
Bimaparte, who had the strongest intcKst in avoid- 
ing waste of his army and ammmiition, pattedtlyf 
Ipvaited the result of ti^r winmsicd proeeedi^s^ 
and deferred the assault. Parleys and fightifigiB 
were successively renewed. At length, <mi the 
eleventh day of the siege, the garrison, to the niitn^ 
ber of six hundred, came out, and fand down its 
arms, on condition of being allowed to rrtire to 
Bagdad by the dessert. A party of Maugrabina 
entered the French service,* 
* After the Ixitde 6{ Ga^a, Bonaparte crossed an 
immense plain to Jaffa, a sea^porl town, wbidi he 
was compelled to take by assaults " Never," 
says this General, in his official dispatch, " did the 
horrcMi's of war appear to me so hideous. ''f With- 
eut an idea of capitulation, the orientals truly fight 
for death or victory. On entering the placfe, the 
garrison defended itself from house to house, and 
it was only by killing four thousand^ of the Pacha's 

* Relation des Champa^it8, Isfc, p. 55. f Piecet OffidtUts, P. I. p. 147. 
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troops^ and a'p^rtiof^the inlmbitaixts, that the ene* 
my coidU be subdued^ As sckhi to he was mastor 
of tlie citjr asid ferts, Bcmapairte gave orders fot 
sparing the infaabitanfts; aad Gtoeral Robm, after 
some dilkulty, stqpped the dismticrs which u^ualfy 
follow an assault. Three hundred £gypti»ns^ pri- 
soiwers of the Basha, were restored to their houses. ♦ 

WWi a force somewhat short of thirteen thou« 
sand men, Bkms^rte at length appeared belbre the 
Ufwh of Acca, ih^ seat of the Piasha eUfczzar. The 
natural strength of this place a>»dsted in its com- 
munication wi& the sea: for the rest, it was to be 
defended ratter by men than by walk. Thenar-, 
row limits c^ thb memoir scarcely allow a line to 
the narrative of the siege <^tht3fSace> a siege which 
wtU iong be remembered to the ^oiy of the defend- 
ers. A practicable breach was made; but the be- 
sieged repulsed repeated assault^. At length, Bo- 
naparte retreated from the walls, and returned to 
Cairo. 

Within a short period, a^scent of the Turks 
occasioned a second ba^le at Aburkir, in whkhthe 
Ffendi were vict«H*ious^ 

• Bertbicr. — ^This affair, to the French Generals, which appeared de* 
plorable, supplied Sir Sidney Smith with a story of " the inhuman massacre 
at JadR,** and 11^. Horier with that of " the four thousand five hundvod 
priioners of war*' who were made to stand still while the soldiers murdered 
them by charge of bayonet, and which has this poetical ending : " To this 
day, thehr skeletons, and the sands steeped with- gore, attest the barbaroOB 
act." It is lament^^ to Hear an An^tasMdo? *s t^cr^tajy, a man who ought 
to know something of the calumnies to which public characters are exposed, 
bring all history into contempt by relating such things as these ; but he goes 
en to say, that after the aiegc of Acca, Bonaparte poisoned hU wcunded. 
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iUfeer tMs batde, four or fnre I maiwt i 
Tntkn remained in the hands of Ae Fvenek. 
napwte sent them without exehoige to the 
na-bey, Vice- Admiral of the tqwidron. Tbr 
sel in which thejr were earned b ionght bai^ 
London and Frankfort newspapers, firom Ac 
of June. In these, Bonaparte read the ret 
the armj of Itahf , its retreat beiund Taaaro, aiod 
ks evaeoation of a part of SwitserhuHL Hereaofar- 
ed to return to Europe; b«t Rear-Admiral Qwm- 
taume, and others, represented to Mm that it was 
almost impossible to escape the British s^tadran, 
the badness of the French frigates, the seaaon, mtA 
the blockade of the port, considered. He return* 
ed to Cairo, leaving orders with the Admiral to 
prepare two frigates, and inform Imn by a <kcNBK- 
daiy of any temporary absence of the British. Oa 
the twenty-fourth of August, at sijc in the SMsra^ 
ing, the Admiral dispatched information tint Iho 
British and Turkish squadrons had sailed for Cy- 
prus. At nine in the evening orders were sent to 
all who were to be of the voyage, to hold them- 
selves in readiness at midnight, to accompany the 
commander-in-chief in an excursion in lower Egjrpt. 
Bonaparte appointed General Kleber, who was at 
Damiatt, to meet him at Alexandria, and Oendal 
Mcnou, who was at Rashid,^ to meet him on the 
beach of Abu-kk. He saw the latter at five o'dock 
on the 29th; but General Kleber did not arrive. 
He apprized General Menou of his design, and 
gave him the command of Atexaadria. The Rear« 
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JUtffml iirfQtaikd, thst B«i»ft|^« }^d teft Cairo, 
iMA^btbfffoi ioibthe noad,,a loi^pue from the shop^ 
Bonaparte jreaodfved todeiwt in tbe ntght, and wait- 
ed o^ whik cverx ^3^^ coi^ get on board. He 
gft ve aH Isi InstriicticMis to Gener^^ Meacm^ with 
49orders to forward them to General Kieber, imd hf 
Mttbarked {ram £gypt* ^ 

Kine dafs after the departure of Gewnd Bo^a* 
parte, General Kleber published a proclamation t^ 
tke sarmy^ in whteh he declai^d that inqperious mo- 
tives had detBrmbaied the ooauModer-in-ohief tot^ 
t«um to Frame; &at, acting for the welfare of the 
mSdk&ty^ neither the imfavourablenMa of the sea^ 
MOi, nor a seaeoyered with enemieis^ had been able 
to dn^ain Imn; ^t powc^ul succours would ar^ 
rivet or i^dier a peace worthy of their labours, and 
readtoring them to their eonntry ; tlmt their patience 
aad farayeiy emboldened him to receive a burdea 
wJbich had been borne by B<maparte; and that their 
pressing wants should be the objects of his earned 
^olicituden 

Towardist]^ latter end[ of December, 1799, the 
united Twfcsand British invested the fwt of Arish, 
A great part of the French garrison was in a state 
of indiscipline;, and, on the ^ixth d&y of tlie s\qg^ 
some of the soldiers invited this besiegers from the 
^valls^ assisted them with r<^s, and opei^d a pos<» 
tem for Iheir tidmittaiicev The Turks entered; 
and cut off the beads of eVen diose who had let 
^em in. 

* ^km Ojfitiplk^ y. L I*. 34S. 
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Before he left Egypt^ 1 
negociations with the Porte, tiio|MMing ike \ 
evacuation of that countrjr, but stipiilalBig to : 
it during the war with Orest-BfiUOD. These ne- 
gociations he had rc cf wiwim dcd it to GdieFal Kle- 
ber to continue. The dificuhics of lUt 
situation increased; and he entered wkh 
earnestness than ever lato a c oiiea potideace 
Ae Vizier. 

In the course of thn correqxxidence, irfiich tor- 
nunated in a convetitian eotefediato atthe Vizier^ 
camp, near Arish, Sir Sidney Smith, by whose 
valour the town of Acca had jMrincipaiiy been de* 
fended, and who was known to die Turks wmi 
French for many odier services in Egypt, took a 
very active share. When it waa G0m{deted, he 
acceded to it on the part of Britain, and, in fol- 
fibnent of its terms, issued pas^XHts fot the return 
of the French lo Europe. The operations of th»c 
in Egypt appeared to be completed; and a part of 
the army was even embarked, when Adniral' Eari 
Keith, the British officer commanding in the Me- 
diterranean, received the foUowing secret c»^der : 

** Whereas the Right Honourable Lord Gren- 
ville, one of his Majesty's principal secretaries of 
state, has acquainted us, by his letter of tins day's 
date, that a dispatch has been received from Lord 
Elgin, his Majesty's Ambassador at Constanti- 
nople, stating, that the commander of the French 
army in Egypt had made proposals to the Tiu^kish 
government, offering to evacuate that country, upon 
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MmU^ijl <>f being sufi^red to return unmolested 
ta J^xmct^'y that the Turkish government appeared 
dispo9€Kl to acquiesce in this offer; and that applica- 
tion had been made to his Lordship, requesting him 
ta^gl^t; passports for this purpose: and, whereas, 
in iOQii^equence of this information, Lord Grenville 
hfts signified to us his Majesty *s commands, that in- 
stniictions should be given to the commander-in- 
chief qf has. Majesty's fleet in the Mediterranean^ 
tsyoifuQg Mm : n^t to consent, on any account, to 
th^ return of the Frpnch army to France, or to 
their capitulating in any other manner than jointly 
to, the/ allied . powers whose forces are employed 
t^nst thern^ or upon any other terms than that of 
giving, up their arms, and surrendering as prisoners 
of vyar to the allied forces so employed ; your Lord- 
ship is hereby required and directed, in piu-suance 
of hif^ Majesty's commands, as above signified, to 
gpvern yourself accordingly, and on no account to 
coi^ejat to the return of the French army in Egypt 
to France, or to their capitulating^ except on the 
cpnditiQns above specified. 

- ''In c^se of the surrender of the army on those 
t^rms^ your Lordship is on no account to admit of 
the ret^n to France of the officers, or any part of 
jthe army, on an engageipent not to serve until ex- 
jchangpd, the fallacy of all such engagements, and 
the bad faith with which they have been observed* 
by the enemy, having been proved by repeated in- 
stances, particularly in the case of the seamen 
takeainthe battle of the Nile, and afterwards land- 
VOL. I. ' ' 'i 



Digitized by 



Google 



kf i jf nromcAi; iircovnx or 

edin£gypt; but in any siiQhc^piti]|fttij0ii» Citato 
cate tkat a stipohtion be made for tlie aotttal de- 
tention of the cAcem and men, «3 priMmeiii of 
war, in some part of the temtcmes of the a^ie^ 
pGwerUy until thcj ahaU be exchanged; that tba 
vessels of every description, bekmging totheeoc^ 
my, in the port <rf Alesundria, shall ajbo be mnr^ 
len^red, ami be dividediamaiig the aUie&» inpro-^ 
pCMtion to^he naval force which each (^ diem may 
have ^m^qyed 9t that time in tibe b)o(4^acle ^ 
Alexandria, or in any otber opi^ratbna agakist the 
enemy. 

^^ If it Arnold BO happen, that hisMisfje^ty'a At^.^ 
bassador at Ccmstantinople should have grsmii^ 
|xi8sport8, before his Majesty's {Measure in this rcr 
spect can have been sign^ed to him, your Lord^ 
i&hip is in such case to <Ureet the comm^iders of 
his Majesty's ships of wair iioder your ordera^ \v|^ 
tnay .&I1 in vtiA any o^er Tei$sds having on boan^ 
any of the enemy's troops, and being furnish^ wit|i 
isuch passports^ to declare to the commanding <^v 
cerofsuch troops, that the said passports are of n0 
vsAidity, not being given, as the laws of wat" re* 
jquire, by persons haying any author!^ for tliat pur- 
pose; but that in diis case ttey ^hcnM not exer^ 
«ise any o^htr act ^ 'hostility ^[ainat such eftups, 
jo^ die tcoops therein embai^kcd^^ than what m^ be 
necessalry it\ ordor to compel &e vessels to return 
with the tr^ope to Al^jom^ia^ 

** Your Lordi^hip is to communicate these det^r- 
minatiions by a flag of trocc^ watfaras little dday- as 
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|to«^bk, to d» Fietidi army in Egypt, mlewjroiii 
or the oftctf employed by yoa tar that purpo^^ 
shall hare oertain informi^ion that the whole nego*' 
ciaticm has hem broken off, and that there )is no 
kmger any q^i^ioR of such aeparate and Ufumthe^ 

THs oFder, issued l^y the Lords of the AdmiUftl^ 
on t^ fifteenth oi Doem^ber, 1790, was fioUowol 
up by a eorreapndifig oofttvumioalioa fmn- hoi^ 
Keith to^ the Vrtsudi G«»eAd, and a totel tufitan 
of the eoftvention ensued. Ost the twenty <^ei^b|h 
of Maccfa, ISOO, the same authority di^patcdiedra 
aecimd order to Loid Keilh^ apprizing him of the 
^m^gness of the King, hk nunl^, under the.cNr« 
cumstanoes of th«s caBo, to aUi^w of the return of 
the Frenehamty to Kranee : 

«' The Rigfat Heiiour«ble Lord GraiiviUe, oneof 
his Mstjesty's princ^aL seweteries ^.^itaile, havings 
tn his letter of this daf^s diM, acquidnted us, that 
in ecmsequence of the ii^btmadoti contained ill the 
dispatdies lat^ -woeli^ ftpm your X«6rdshipv 
Lord £igin, and Sir 8idfliey*ailijdi> relative to the 
capitukdbn ^the Frendl army in Egypt, his Ma« 
jesty had beert pletoedrta siginfy Ms eommamta^ 
that iiidtructknis should be ttaasmitted to ytmr 
iaord^p, ex{»re$sing hU Ma|esty's ^liiixpprdbstiBm 
of the terms entered into bf die taid cap^latioa^ 
those t6rms api^cAfing W tus M^e«ty to be jnore 
advantageous to the enewy t^a© thek sidtataoi^^n^ 

• • This paper was presented to the House of Commons by Lord llawkes- 
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titled them^to expect,' and being likely to prejudice' 
the interests of the allies; by restoring to the French 
government the services of a considerable and dis- 
dplinedr body of troops; that besides this objec- 
tion to th^ terms, his Majestjr does not consider 
Captain Sir Sidney Smith as having been autho-' 
rijBdQ either to enter into or to sanction any sBch 
agreement in his Majesty ^s name, that officer hav-> 
ing had no special authority for that purpo^, asd 
the cdse not being orie in which the Captain com« 
il)[anding his Majesty ^s ships on the oea^ of Egypt 
du^t to have taken upon himself to ^nter into an 
agreement of this nature, without the sanction of 
his commanding officer; but ^at as the General, 
(Commanding the enemy's troops appears to have 
treated him as a person whom he bona^fickconctir-^ 
e'd to possess such authority, and as a' part of the 
treaty was immediately to bfe executed by the enev 
my, so that by amuyiing diis transaction (in as £ir 
as his Majes^'s dfficer was a party thereto) the ene* 
my could not be re-placed in the same sicaation in 
which he before stood, his Majesty, from a scm- 
pulous regard to the pubHc fidtii, has judged, it 
proper that his officers should abstain from any act 
inconsistent with the engagements to which Cap* 
tam Sir Sidney Smith has erroneously given the 
satnctkmiQf his Majesty 'is name. 
' ** Attdtvhtrcas Lord Grenviilc has, at the same 
dme, acquainted us, that with this view he shaH 
transmit to the Earl of Elgin his Majesty's com- 
mands to settle with the Porte the form of a passi 
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port to be given in the name of his Majesty, i\c/€ 
^ a i^rty to the capitulatioh, but as an ally to flie 
Porte; ^d that it is his Majesty's fkrther pleasure, 
the said passports, as wdl as those which may have 
been in the interval (however informally) granted, 
by Sir Sidney Smith, are to be respected by his 
Majesty 's^officei*s; but that although, from the con- 
sideration above-mentioned, his Majesty does no^ 
think proper to obstruct the execution of this trea- 
ty by the Borte in the manner therein stipulated, 
be does not feel himself bound to authorize hi^ 
o£^cers to take ctny active part in if, ca-to fumish 
liny convoy or t*ahsportsli^»it& esEecution, or to 
take any other share in carrying" It mto effect; yet, 
if mry applica^on should be made to your Lord^p, 
fiir liberty, to send cartfel ships from France to 
Egypt j for the transport of the army, undef the ca-' 
f^Stulation, ydur Lordship is to grant such passports^ 
*E*OTdihgly, under such restrictions and precautions 
as you may judge nectesary, accordihg to tir- 
eumstancest^to prevent this Kberty being abused 
to any other purposof, 'we do, in pursuance- of his 
Majesty^s commands, ^s abdve signified, Iktbbf 
require and direct your Lordship to govern yoursd^ 
accordingly, and to give dit necessary orders in 
eonseqaence to ^ eonantoBers of hisf Majesty's 
ships and under your oommi^xid; taking care at the 
samfe ^mo to a|^ize Capiain^&ir Sidney Smith of 
his Majesty's pleasure on th^ subject of hi&pro- 
ceed^gs herein ; and in case.your Lordship slK)uld 
see any grotmd to apprehend any intention on thp 
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pmtof ^ Tutk$, or of i^ Ri^ssi99s, topf^vea* 
tbc executioa of ttecapkubtam, w.to c^Bmui uny: 
act c€ho8tiUt]r againft the Frcsich army, either be^ 
fofe w after its ei&barl&^ticm, we do &r^r direGt 
jour Lordsl^i in Biscfa case, to use jour utmotf 
fadeavours to persuade the«i to iaU such measured 
as^magr be the most caa^stent irithtl^£udifid cbyi 
aervim^e of the engageaimitcoBtracted wttii the 
enemy /^^ 

This CM^r armi^ too late. Ijord Kdith hsA 
laid th^t the Frem^ should be permitted to lea^w 
Egjrpt only on tejing down their, arms, and ^uiKft^ 
dering themselves. pri8|oi»er$ of w«r« These terfln 
had iQflwfied the army; and tt^ Grand Vi^kr hav* 
^'ftemasded tol^e put in possesion, of Cairo, n 
battle en$u^, which : wasr im^t near the site of 
tibe ancient HeUt^K)^, and in whu^h the Turkish 
{ofces W0»e wholly routed* On 4^turmng^ Caii^ 
Omeial Kleber lowid himself ol;4iged tp bmiegc^. 
tfaM eity, which ahgrtilj submitted^ The fiNtune« 
of the Fr^ieh were now whoUy changed; and 
France, now governed hy .Gpncral Bonaparte, i»r 
veirted mA. the title of First Ceiisul» resumed hier 
hopes oi maintaining the conquest. 

The rupture of tite treaty of Arish has b^n im^. 
puted tD badia^ on die part of tl^ British govam*- 
ment^but tiiis is a charge wholly without foundation* 
Much impoitance has been thought toaHaohk^ 
self t6 the question, id^tfaer Sir Sidney Smidi 

* 71m paper was |»«8ent«d to tlieiiotiaeolCofmaorab]rL«3iH«^ 
bury. S^e StaU PapiurM, vol xi. p. 53, -.'^■ 
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' tui mtJMoit w t€Y»if> had. 

ints-(x was not a niSbiiter ^iltoif^dieiitiaiy, UttM^ 
d^tibn by wfaidi he de^ribed yRAself 16 Ae VhSan 
and the French Oeneral^ imd in which quaiitf lie 
treattd ^ the evacuatlDn oC l^^fpt^ • btit, in tretih^ 
ti^ qnestion b whoUf foreign to the Object; Sir 
Sidney StflfiA was a minister pienlpotei^iariri hv& 
his powei^ exten<ted to nothmg mote idian thid 
treating of and ccmdiRling a treaty bi aSianoe be^ 
tween Great Biatain and the Porte> There wtt 
no fiii^iood; bbt tha^ was a want of apMt«tf co- 
operation on the part oi ike Pcnrte, a ii^;i%ence m 
iframing of lihe treaty, and a stmnge iiusapi»«diai» 
won of his proper ftinetions in 1^ Sidney ifcnith. » 
Ftom the battle of Hdiopd&s, a pefiod of a year 
and a half, dttring whic^ a ped<>e was mad^ wilii 
Mnmd-bey; and Airing which the French had the 
niisftirtune to lose Geneiad Klebinr^ by assassina^ 
tton, Amst be passed over, in order-to^ arrive at tke 
counter-inyasion of the British, wider the'COttusand 
of Greneral Sir Raiph Abercromby.f 



f Set State Fapa^, tdL i^.p. 90: 

t Intliiriatervtd, alao,teveralof tKeieiMicd«iidflt}tofiAc|iirsontti^ 
have been descnhed ^ Aoopjiipanyiiig the tx^M^otkf ^Apd who \^ »1m4jI& 
travelled into upper Egypt, commenced a second journey : *• I hope/' lays 
General Menou, " that they will now reach Hie Oases, and penetrate an 
hundred or an huttdrc^ an4 fifty letfneai^Miw A^iuatf. W« ,ate utmt^ 
that theif are ttiU existing nuns mu^h more considerable than those of 
Thebes and Dendera : the same is said of the Oases. Murad-bey offers ta 
assiit t&e tescarch by eftay meanft in his power." •« At this momsnt,*? ^ 
continues, ** we are wodi|i% hacd H .$acc;sr». I anf ahout to cause iiew^- 
searches at the great pyramids. It is suspected, with much reason^ that 
there oxists other chambers^ ahdfe those already known/' Pieces i>p:iclies, 
P. 11. 
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On th^ second of Mtrdi, ISQl^ dxe sruumimt 
krrived before Abi^-rkir. The we^atlxer wastu^ 
serene; but^ itJteivitig been obli|^d to sail from 
Marmorice in a very Imficrfect state erf pi^epara,^ 
^n,^ an immediate landing caujkl not be madf|| 
and a severe gale of wind reader^ ^s im{iractica^ 
1^ during the four following dajiss. At lei^th, cm thq 
sc^^ettth, the wind abating) the General reconnoitred 
the shore, and determined on the place of landing* 
1^ delay had afforded leisure to the French fpr. 
assemblihg a krge body of ft-oqp^; but, in spite of 
a vigorous resistonoe, the British, on the momipg 
ofihk^ eighth, gained possession of the peninsula, t 
On the ninth, ti^ remainder o£ the army w;as land- 
ed, and on the twelfth, marched, withtn two leagues 
trfAlexaddria^ smA ope of theenony, who had post- 
^ hhnself advantageously on a ridge, with his right 
xm the canalr andl^ left on the sea* , The eneniy 
attacked on the thi^teeisth) bttt ;was driven, uivder 
the walls of A/ie5candrjtt* On the twenty-first) , k^ 
brought nearly his whole force into action, and the 
fortune of the day was with the British; but Sir 
<Ralph Abercromby received a wound, of wh^ch iie 
ified on the twcJity-dg^h: " I believe," says Ge- 
neral Hutchinspn, the officer second in command, 
** that he was wounded early in the action, but he 
concealed his situation from those about him, and 
continued in the field, giving his orders with that 
coolness and perspicuity which had ever marked his 
,character, till long after the action was over, when 

• London Gazette. f Political RecolUetions, &c. 
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ht &mted with less of blood. Hare, if it trrare per- 
mitted for a soldier to itgret any one who has fal- 
len in the service of his country, I might be ex- 
Ciised for lamenting him, more than any other per- 
son t . but it is some cMisolation to those who ten^ 
derly loved him, that, as his life was honourable^ 
so was his death glorious*'** 

Under the cMtJers of General Hutchinson^ the ene- 
my, now besieged in Alexandria, was cut off from 
all communication with the interior, by ot}ening the 
canal into the Is^e Mareotls, which was entered by 
Sir Sidney Smith, with seven gun- boats* The 
French cut the dyke in another place, to let the 
waters frofn lake Mareotis out upon th^ j>]ain* 

On the twenty-seventh of June, Cairo was re-* 
duced; and, on the twenty. eighth of August, Alex« 
addria. Both Cairo and Alexandria surrendered 
by capitulation; the principal artiqle of which sti* 
pulated, that the French and auxiliary troops should 
be embarked suid convey^ to the French pc^s on 
the Mediterranean, wilJi their arms, artillery, bag- 
gage, ^id effects, at the expence of the allied 

powers, t 

On the ninth of October, j^^liminaries of peace 
were entered into between France and the Otto- 
man Porte4 

• L<md<m Gazette. f Ibid. J Stai^ Pafer*, roh xi. p. 51. 

VOL. 1. K 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by 



Google 



TRAVELS 



IX 



UPPER AND LOWER EGYPT. 



CHAPTER I. 

The Author embarks at Toulon on board La Jwwn.... 
Order of sailing qf the French Jket and convoy.... 
Fass Corsica and Elba*.. .Amusements of the crezv 
mt sea....View if Sicily from sea... Join General 
Desaix^s convoy at Goza. . . .Malta. 

I HAB from my infiuicy wished to nuike a voyage 
to Egypt; but time, which scrftem every impres*. 
tion, had weakened this desire. When ^ expe* 
ditton, which \tfas to reiider ps masters of that ter* 
ntory, was on §wty the possibility of executing my 
old project awakened the wish to undertake it. In 
a word, the hero who commanded the expedition 
decided on my departure : he promised to take me 
mtk him; and I had no anxiety about my return* 
As soon as I had made the necessary provision for 
Atose whose existence depended on my own, I be* 
cattle tranquil as to what was passed, and devoted 
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niyself wholljr to the future. Being fully persuaded 
that he who is in the constant pursuit of any <*. 
ject, acquires from thence the ability to attain his 
aim; I no longer reflected on the obstacles which 
were in my ^^^ay, or at least I felt within myself all 
that was necessary to surmount them. My heart pal-» 
pitated, without my being able to explain whether 
this emotion arose from joy or from sorrow. Shun-* 
ning all social intercourse, I wandered about, and 
became agitated, without having any object in view, 
and without foreseeing or providing any part of 
what would become $o useful to me in a country 
where few resources were to be found. The brave 
and unfortunate Dv Falga permitted my nephew 
to accompany me; an indulgence forVhich I felt 
every gratitude. In quitting all that was dear to 
me, to have the society of an amiable relative was 
the means of preventing the chain of my afiections 
from being broken: it kept my mind in the exer- 
cise of its sensibility; and marked the deKcacy of 
that good and enlightened man. 

I shall say but little of my journey from Paris to 
the port where we were to embark. We arrived 
at Lyons without having quitted bur carriage; and 
we there embarked on the Rhone to proceed to 
Avignon. On viewing the fine banks of the SacHie, 
and the picturesque scenes of the Rhone, it struck 
me, that, without enjoying what he possesses at 
home, man seeks in distant climes food for his in-* 
satiable curiosity. I had seen the Neva, I had 
•"Viewed the Tibet^ and I was now in se^urohx^f tlie 
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>iae: I had, however, when in Italy, seen no anti- 
quities superior to those of Nismes, Oi^ange, Beau* 
vaise, St. Remy, and Ai^. I hiention the latter 
place, because we staid an hour there, which gave 
me an opportuni^ to bathe in the apartment, and 
in the very bath in which, since the time of the 
Pro-consul Sextus, nothing except the cock had 
been changed. 

We spent a day at Marseilles, from whence. we 
set out on the 13th of May, 179ff, for Toulon. On 
the following day I embarked on board the frigate 
La Junon, which, in company with twp other fri*. 
g^tes, was to reconiioitre a-head of the fleet. 

The wind was foul, and we quitted the port with 
some difficulty. We fell aboard two other vessels, 
an unlucky omen, which would have induced a, 
Roman to return into port. He .would, however, 
have becfn to blame, seeing th&t chance, which in 
almost all cases helps us .more effectually than we 
can help ourselves, by not allowing me to da what 
I wished, and by conducting me implicitly to what 
I was to do, placed me from that moment at the 
advance-post, which I was not to qu|t during the 
expedition. 

On the 15th our mtoceuvres w,ere confined to 
standing off and on the portv 

Towards the evening of-th^ 16th, we discovered 
four sail, which manoeuvre in ord^ of battle to lee- 
ward of us. The hammocks were ordered on deck ; 
a terrible command, of which no idea can be form- 
ed by those who have not been at .sea. Silence, 
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teirdr, At prepiu*atiTes for dai^^Aer^ tnA ^ose 9lfH 
more dreadful to meet, its cQnseqiieiiceS) all d&9* 
plajr themselves in the same poiijit of view« The 
manoeuvres and the guns are the only objects <:^ 
solicitade: the crew form but a secondary consi^ 
deration. 

Night es»ne, but did rkA restore our tranquiUity 4 
we passed it at our posts* At day-break we fiwnd 
Aat we had taken evety advantage of the wind. 
The vessels in 6ight of us were so distant, that w^ 
could not judge whether they were ships of the line 
or frigates. They were four to our three: and oM 
lower rigging wasembsyrassed by trains of artillery^ 
In the afternoon ^ Commodore ordered us to 
0m a line of battle, hoisting his colours, ahd firing 
a gun. The ships in view of us now hoisted 
S^mnish colours. At liight we were allowed ta 
^eep; but at three in the morning were awakened 
by the orcfer to prepare for action. 

I was not sorry that the expedition should begin 
by something brilliant : I was not, however, with-* 
out my apprehensions of exchanging the Nile for 
die Thames. We were within gun-shot of the 
strange ships, when our Commodore sent his boat 
on board them. Afto* an hour's absence, the boat 
returned with the intelligencfe that we had caused 
an uneasiness equal to our own to four ^ani^ fri- 
gates, which certainly did not come to seek a quar- 
rel with us. 

Chi the 19di, at day-break, Ae wind shifted to 
Ae north.^Tst. The ships of the fine and the con. 
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^aif quitted the port, and bjr tt)on Ae set wu <mr« 
cred with vessels. How grand a spectacle! Never 
can xiny natiosial displaf give a more sublime idea 
tit ^ iqplendour of France, of her strength, and cf 
h& means. Is it possible to reflect without admira* 
don on the &cility smd promptitude with which this 
great and memorabk expedittoi^ was got rciidfi 
Thous^da of persona beloi^^ng to all the dasset 
of society xepaired to the porta, almost the whok of 
ftbem ignorant 'of what was to be their destination. 

Tbty deserted wives, children, friends and fbr*^ 
inne, to follow Bonaparte, and £)r this reaaononlf , 
that Bmaparte was to be their guide. 

On die 20di, the Orient at iength iputtcsd the 
fortr and we put to sea with a fur wind, each vsea* 
ael taking her station in order of sailings Our 
aq^dron of fiigates was a*head. Next came the 
Qommander-in*chi^, with his advice^boata, and tfat 
line of battle shijKu The conv<^ kept within ahoifti 
between the islands of Hieres and the main Jaadi 
In the eveiui^ the breeze freshened: the Frankliil 
cacried away her mizen-topsaiL Two frigates be« 
longing to our division wer& di^mtched togivc no- 
tice to the Genoa convoy to join us; «xl cm the 
22d in the morning, we were off St Fiorenzo, in the 
i^l^nd of Corsica., 

We directed our course towaxds Cape Corso, 
steering to the east^ and leaving to the Idft Genoa, 
and the shore of Liguria. Our line of battle shqwi 
extended for a league; and the half circle fonnsd 
by the convoy was at least six leagues in extent. I 
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GOtmted an hahdred a^ ^xty vessda, wHhoiit 
being able to iredcoh the whole. 

On the 23d in the morning, the frigates had wea- 
thered Cape Corso. The Ime of battle ship5 were/ 
off the Cape, and the island of Capraya. The con- 
voy followed in good order; but being to lee- 
ward of the Cape, and not being able to douUe.it 
in the course of the day, we were obliged to tie too 
at the distance of a league from the land. 

On &e morning of the 24th, the frigates w&te off 
die eastern coast of Corsica^ oppo^te Bai^ia^ Vac 
road and port of which I could distinguish very 
dearly. The city appeared to me Ito be .well bu&, 
and the country about it less rude in its a^ct than 
the rest of the island. The island of Elba is a rock 
of ferruginous earth, the crystallized portions of 
which present alLthe ccdours of the prism. Thk 
rock is divided into three sovereignties. The 
$eignory and mines belong to the prince of Piom- 
bino; Pcwto Ferndo, to the left, belongs to die 
Grand Duke of Tuscany; and, to the ri^t, Porto 
Longone is the property of the King of Najdes** 

The south-west part of the island of Capraya, 
which was within our view, is no other than a 
steep and inaccessible rock. This island belongs 
to the Genoese, who have, at the eastern part, a 
fortress and an anchorage ground. 

At five in the afternoon the island of Pianose 
was to the east of us. Its flat surface is a league in 

•By the last treaty of peace with Naples, the possession of the island h 
f«cur^ t© France* 
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t^ttcniti ^M3khsiit is devaM ^ ftym£tct only above 
the surface of iehe sea, itisjcxtremely dangerous in 
tite night^).|iiIot8 Iwfao are.imacquainted with the 
c6ait. .it is'sitdated betwemtheisland.Qf Elba and 
J4jonte£hristo, anuncultirated rock, abandoned to 
wild goats. To the wesft of therlatter island the wind 
ditd:aifai3f^,.^and our sl^i^sh convoy ceased to make 
any pnagre^SiJ i > j \ . > 

Wfaiei^ a calm ensues^ sloth dcy^lop^ all the 
fiasstoits o£ the .cmw: of :a yesael, giving lurtk to. &ich 
aapetflatttts waiili, and to thexlbputes which arbe to 
jmociiBei it« The seamen welded double allowance, 
and. vented their complaints. The most greedy 
among th^m. sold their eSecta^ of: disposed of them 
ijyl waytirf lottery.; ^le. others, with a strong pro- 
.|>easi^ to gamble^ played, and lost mwe in a quar- 
ter of an hour than they eould pay in their life-time. 
lfk)se who had lost their, mcmcy staked; their watch- 
es^ six. or jeight of which I havie seen depending on 
the chance of a die. When night .put a stop to 
Jtiiese turbulent enjoyments, a bad fiddle, or a worse 
^nger, •diarmed a numerous auditory on the deck; 
.wb^y) abja Httle disttoce fixxoi these, an energetic 
:storyo|eller drew the attention of a group of seamen, 
who never failed to manifest their resentment against 
4my one who should attempt to interrupt the recital 
of the prodigies of valour and marvellous adventures 
of Tranche-Montagne.^ The hero of these tales 
bemg invariably a waxtior, each of the adventurer 
was as pi'obable as it was interesting to the auditors. 

* A stmy siinHiir to that of our Jack tht giant-kffler. 
VOL. I. IV 
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In the mean time our ^^viaions dimiiiiArdi didl^ 
while we remained in a maimer atadooarjr. 

On the 25th, we w)ere stiH <M Monte Christo, 
and the eastern coast of Corsica. This piut xtf the 
island appeared to me to be more agreeable^ and 
better cultivated than the others. ' 

On the 26th, at day-break, we were off die strait 
of Bonifacio; and, our convoy being fleeted, 
should have made a considerable progress^ had we 
not been obliged to lie to, and to wait bar the! divi- 
sions of Ajaccio and Civita Vecchia. The Diane 
and an advice-boat had been diq>atched to tfaem^ 
while the frigates had r^ceivsed ordei^ to cruise 
ahead, and to hail aod reconnoitre vessds. 

On the morning of die 27th, we had entirely lofil 
sight of land. The following day was ^pent in a 
state of perfect stagniation. In a sea-*€aruise:a.calm 
reseml^s the sleep, whidi (^um procures in a rag^ 
ing fever: the evil is »ispehded^ b«t the malady is 
not subdued. 

On the 29th, we stood on, having beenr joined 
by the Ajaccip convoy: that of Civita Vecchia had 
not made so much speed. The island* of Coisica 
was no kmger in view; and we were abreisLSt of the 
i^and of Talara. 

The island of SardinijS is not so ekrated as Cor- 
sica. These two islsmds, one situated at the ex- 
tremity of the others 2q>peap like a prolongatian of 
the chain (rfthe Alps, which terminates at tbe gnff 
of Genoa, as do also the chains of the Apemnnes 
and Vosges mountains^ together with all those 
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ttctmdsufj chains, which are no other than so manj 
braadies diverging from the same point. At noon 
tiw signal was made for a written order. We were 
so much in ne^ of events, that this circumstance 
difiused gladness in every breast. The purport of 
the cutler was, that we were to proceed to Cagliari, 
and, on our arrival off that port, were to return to 
Porto Vecchio, if. 'we had been anticipated by an 
enemy of superiw force. 

^ On the SOtib and 3 1st, we were prevented from 
taking advantage of the wind, the ships of the line 
and convoy doing notlulig but standing off and on. 
In the evening we were joined by the Badine, 
mrhich tonou^t the intelligence that we might be 
alihoeC certain of re^hidg Cagliari point without 
incdeg(tati(Hi/ Nothing new occurred until the 4th 
cff Jiine* Our pfovisicms were nearly expended^ 
and our water become so fetid as to be scarcely 
drinkable. The useful animals had disappeared^ 
wlitle thode that fed oft ya v^re multiplied an hun- 
dred fold. 

Qri the following^ day, the 5th, we received or. 
<fcrs to f6rm the line afresh, which led us to think 
that vre wire to prosecute our expedition without 
delay, and foi* tiiat piirpoSe to cross over to the 
opposite shore* The Diane ks3. We repeated her 
signals to thie Alccstc, which transmitted them to 
43ie Bpartiate, from whence, by the medium of the 
Aquilon, they were conveyed to the ship of the 
commander-in-chief. By eight o'clock we were 
in the order I have just described* In case tl^e 
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Diane should chace &h'«iie1rfiy>s y^^&^',> ^ «tli^ 
ships composing the flyi'fig squadron wm teffawwd 
sail to come up With hfer toid lier ckmt!J » W^ saw 
several smaH ^phins play bef(H*e ihcf'haad'of the 
ship; but, to- our great n*6rtificfeition,' they disap* 
peared while we were preparing to harpooii tkeni* 
I had a close view of them: Their progtes^ rcr 
sembles the pitching of a vessel. They lea^ outctf 
the water, and dart forward twenty feet*) They 
are elegantly shaped, and theii- rapid moveiriants 
rather resemble a sportive gaiety, than amumrice 
the voracity ofan aniirtajte qoest of itspreyj ■ Ifi 
the evening the wind fe^befted^ ftndj' sWftkigMunfl 
from the east to the wt^%j cdfeoted> the OCAivoy In 
such a way, that I fancied I saw Venice^ floating 
on the waves. At sun-set we- descried Martmio, 
and received orders to ratiy the convoy, in. the 
midst of W^ich W^ wert to ^pass the liighty as in a 
floating city. ^ • - '*' J''i ' ♦ ' - ; 

On tTie €fhy we keplf kl^ tShe same^'or^ter of sail- 
ing. We were still in sight of Martimb, a rock 
which resemblfcs a molfe, it'^tte'^ western point' of 
Sicily. It is one of the rallying! points of the Me* 
diterranean, where we wiight have fallen in wiik 
the English. The * wted' freshened, arid we went 
at the rate of two ' leagues kn hbur . Under such 
xircumstances as these, the in(X)rivehiences of a 
sea-life are forgotten, and nothing felt but tii^' ad- 
vantage of having such an agent as the sea for the 
transport and conveyance 6F forty thousand men, a$ 
in our case, Without halt o^ relay* At one o'dock^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



VRAVBLS IN EGYPT, 1 1 

feeing i^Mar^o, and at one league's distance firora 
tl^nce, we descried Favagnana, another rock, si- 
tnated in front of Trapano, and niount Erix, which 
overlooks that city, celebrated for a temple of Ve- 
nus, and lor the way in which sacrifices were there 
made to that goddess. I had formerly visited 
mount Erix, where I had sought the temple, and 
the city renowned for the beauty of its female in- 
habitants: in spite, however, of my youth, and of 
a' fervid imiigination, I could discover nothing but 
la paltry villletge, and some foundations of a temple. 
The coast of Sicily, a country agreeable, produc- 
tive, and Wdl cultivated, made us amends for the 
rude Aspect of the coasts of Corsica, and the adja- 
cent rocks. To me it had another chaitn, that of 
Vemembrancel I had figured to myself Sicily as 
•an ancient plroperty. I could perceive, through the 
vapours of the atmot^here^ Marsala, formerly Lili- 
Wnm, from whence the Greeks and Romans des- 
cried the fleets which came out from Carthage to 
attack them. At a more remote distance, I had a 
glimpse of the verdant and flourishing plains of 
Mazzarra, and of the city of Motala, celebrated foi- 
the combat between the Carthaginians and Syracu- 
sans. My imagination, following the coast, figured 
'tp iteelf &e aspect of Sel^nuns, its temples and its 
uprigl^ columns «tiU resembling towers. At a still 
» greater distance, I fancied I could perceive the hos- 
pitable Agrigentum. We made a progress of three 
leagues an hour; and the picture which my ima- 
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ginatkm bad 4rawn was dhont to be reaSxc^ vifbm 
a signal was made, to (^ m the frigates^ ^ 

The .night was fine; we ^>ent it in t^ V^idst ^ 
the fleet. I had requested to be waked if the land 
should be ib sight at day-break. At half a£ter thrw 
I was on deck; and» a^ soon as the d^y damned, I 
perceived that the fleet j»d ccmy<^ Jliad put cmt «9 
sea, and were steering towards ]\$alta. Siicil; soop^ 
disappeared^ To the sQuth-\fest I perceived, of 
rather I fancied I could distinguish, ^i i^l^id <jf 
Pantaleria, in the midst of the thick doudjs^ in whkli 
it is constantly enveloped. Thither it ii^s that the 
Romans exiled tl^ illustrious charapt^rs ^y pro- 
scribed; and there the NeapoUtaa state«<|^iscm^rs 
are at this time confined^ 

On the 7th we had a clear sky; but, the wind 
having died away, we made but little progress 
Having been obliged to give chaee to a sitraiige.saj)» 
we were separated from, the fleett whidi w^ gou14 
not join afterwards. We saw a fidi about eigl^ 
feet in length. 

The night was calm; and, on the 8th, at day- 
break, we were precisely in the fiitumtiou ia which 
we had been on the preceding erening at sua-set* 
To the north-east we descried Etna towering above 
the horizon. I could see its figure very distinctly. . 
The smoke issued from the eastern side, and de- 
moted an eruption from an accidental aperture. Not- 
^withstanding it was fifty leagues distant from us, it 
appeared larger than the mountains to the south, 
which were distant only twelve leagues. Whea 



Digitized by 



Google 



IheM^^ad attained a cicrtain degree of elevation, 
k disappeaf^ together with the shadow by which 
its drcumfisrence was marked. 

At six in the evening we descried Gow>, which, 
tft&e disttance of seven leag^ues, I rer^ clearly dis- 
^%uished^ reddening at the horizon. We lay to 
itt night to wait for die convey. On the following 
morning, aEt ^ay-bresdt, I trad another view of Etna, 
die smoke of lidi^^ spread itself in the air to adis- 
tWAce of inorethan twenty leagues, like a long sheet 
of vapoiirs. We were then fifty-three leagues dis- 
tant from Ae island. * 

The men of war all passed under the stem of the 
commander-in-chief. We had not as yet approach* 
ed the Orient since our departure; and this evo- 
iBticm was soa^i^I and ma^stic, ^at, notwith- 
staiding the pleasure we had at seeing each other 
again, we did not add a single phrase to the good 
day which we pronounced with a low voice in pass* 
ing. 

We steered towards die north side of Gozo. It 
is an elevated rock in form of a peak, and without 
anchorage. We afterwards coasted along the west- 
cm part, within half gun-shot* On that side, 
which at first sight appears as barren as the other, 
cotton is, however, cultivated. All the little vallies 
resemble so many gardens. In the middle of the 
island there is a large village, and on the most ele- 
vated part a fortress with casements, very well 
built. 
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At eight in the morning a signtal wtfs Aade tat 
several strange sails, thirty of which could be dis* 
tinguished. Was this the enemy's fleet? On re- 
connoitering, it was found to be the Civita Vecchia 
convoy, having on board General Desaix's dividbin* 
This convoy . had kept within ^^re along the Ita- 
lian coast, had passed through the sirait of Mesd- 
na, and was off Malta acme days before lis.. 

As an impetuous torrent, which has iocfi^Md its 
bulk in passing over moimtains covered with miow, 
threatens in its course, accelenUed by its mass, to 
sweep away forests and cities; so our fleet, now be- 
come immense, unquestionably spread terror Aind 
dismay wherever it was descried. Coraca, warned 
of our approach, felt no other emotion than that 
which is inspired by so grand a q)ectacle: Sidly 
was appalled; and Malta in a state of stupid con- 
sternation. We will not, however, aatidpaHe 
events. 
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CHAPTER II. 



Jf¥Mof ihefteeli at Malta..:.4tii^ on tie timm 

" ^irtdi^itnlat4m....TheJeet pursue their voyage.... 

Accident at sea.. ..^isawer the British ^et near 

'€akdia...:Make^ coaH qf Egypt.:..Bdrren ap- 

' peaftmceofthelmd....TowerqfikeJrabs....FieW 

^ ^^Aiespo^riafrotn iea.\..The army disembark omd 

carry Fort Marabou^ 

Av five in the afternoon we were off Cumino acnd 
Oomiiiottdy two islols which lie between Gozo and 
tB^ta, and which, together widi these islands, CKxy^ 
sti^te the n^le of the sovereignty of the Grand 
Miisftefr. ^ Inhere ^e several small fortresses to pro- 
tect these islots from the Barbary pirates^ and to 
IH<event them from establishing themselves there 
t^ken- the Maltese gallies are no longer at sea. 
One of our barks iq)proachedy but a landing wto 
refused: she sent her small boat to sound the 
anchoring grounds. At six o'clock we descried 
Malta^, the ai^pect oH which delighted me as much 
as when I first saw it. Two paltry barks came out 
to oiS&r us tobacco. The evening closed and not a 
light was to be discovered in the city. Our frigate 
was off the entrance of the port, within less than a 
gun-shot of fort St. Elmo. Orders were given to 
pi^pare for landing the troops. At nine o'clock a 
signal was made for the ships to take their sta* 
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tions: d^re was Uttte or no wind: the sfaipa of the 
line made night ^gnals relative to these movements, 
and to those of the conv<^» Rock^s were let off^ 
and guns fired^ in consequence (^ which all the 
ii^tes were extinguished in the pott. Pur Ca^win 
went on board the flag^sh^, but <^ his return ocm* 
oealed fit>m us the orders he had received^ 

C^ the 10th» at fiwr in tha morning, having 
becA carried away h^ the strength of the currents, 
we were to leeward oi the island, the eastem.pant 
of which was in si^t: it was still calm* 

A gentle breeze sprung up, and advantage was 
tak^ of it to form a semi-circulAr li^, Om of d^ 
e:fctremities oi which, terminated at St. CathiEiri9e> 
^int, and the other a league to the kit of the o^» 
blocking the port. The centre Wits* stationed o$ 
forts St. Elmo and St. Angela; and the convoy, i^ 
anchor between Cunnno and Gozo* Itomedi^t^f 
after^a shot was fired from fort St. Catharine, levelled 
at the baiks which ^proadi^ the shore, and at 
the troops for landing under the command of Gen- 
eral Desaijs. Instantly another shot was firediroiipi 
the fortress which commands the city, and on thi& 
IcHtress the standard of the rdigion was disj^ayed, 
$A the same time that, at the other extremity Of t)i^ 
liae of our vessels, our boats, were employed m 
landing troops and field^pieces. Scarc^ we« 
they formed aa the hcmhj when they proceeded t^ 
die attack of /two pOdts, . the garrisws of which re^ 
treated after a momentary rem^adce. Th<^ bai^- 
ries of all the forts now commiitnced a fire on the 
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iftips fiml debarications* This fire th^ kept up till 
the^yenings with an imprudent precipitation, whicb 
betray^ their fears and confusion* At ten o'clock 
we mw our ^ocqpis ascend die nearest hei^t^ and 
mmi^h to the rear of Valctta, to oppose a sortie 
m^de by the besieged, who were driven within the 
walla> and imder the batteries. The firing was 
kept up until night. This attempt on the part of 
the Kniglits, aided by the peasants, was fatal t<^ 
lijiem. During their absence there had been tu- 
inuUis in the city, where the populace massacred 
several of them on their return. 

The wind dying away, we took advantage of the 
Uttle that remained to i^in the ships of the line, 
from an apprehension of being becalmed, and of 
b0ing ttiu3 exposed to the fire gf two Maltese gal- 
Hes which had ancfaoored off the entrance of the port. 
I was constantly on deck, and, with a spying glass 
in hand, could have kept a journal of all that pass- 
ed in the eity, and have noted in a manner the de- 
gree of activity of the passions by which the move- 
inents'werc guided. The first day all was in mar- 
^al array, the Knights in full unifot^n, and a con- 
stant communication kept up between the city and 
the £Drts, into which provisions and ammunition of 
every kind were thrown. Eveiy tiring, in short, 
kidicated hostility. On the second day the move- 
ments were confined to a|i agitated state. A part 
<mly of Ae Kn%hts were in untform : they disputed 
with each gth^, but had eeased to act. 
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On the llth, at day-break, the state of tiiiQg» 
was pretty much the same as oh the' prec6dingf 
evening. A slow and insignificaht IBre Wasfeept up 
by the besieged. Bonaparte had returned 6n board; 
and General Regnier, who had made himself ttms^ 
ter of Gozo, had sent off several prisoners, French- 
men. After having questioned them', Bonaparte 
said to them with a stem voice : ** Since you haw 
taken up arms Against your, country,* you sliould 
have known how to die. I wiU not accept ■ such 
prisoners: you may therefore return toiMalta^ 
which is not yet in my possession," 

A bark left the port : we sent a small boat to 
hail her, and to conduct Utt to the commander-in^ 
chief.' When I saw this small bark cairy at hw 
stem the standard of the Religion, sailing humbly 
beneath the ramparts, which had for two years vic- 
toriously resisted all the forces of the east, com- 
manded by the terrible Dragut; when I figured to 
myself this accumulated ^ory, acquired and pre- 
served during several ages, melt away when op^ 
posed to the fortune of Bonaparte, I thought Iheard 
the ghosts of Lisle- Adam and Lavalette vent their 
dismal lamentations, and I fancied I saw Timie 
make to Philosophy the illustrious sacrifice of the 
most venerable of all allusions. 

At eleven o'clock another bark came off with 
a flag bf truce. It had on board several Knight^ 
who had quitted Malta, and who did not wish to be 
comprehended among those by whom resistance 
had been made. It was easy to collect from their 
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conversation diat the Maltese had but few resoupoii 
l^ft. At four in the afternoon the Junon was within 
hatf glii\-shot of the island : I had a distinct view 
of the forts, in which I could perceive fewer men 
than guns. 

Thfe gates of the forts were shut, and there was 
no longer any communication between them and 
the city; a circ\imstance which manifested a dis. 
trust and misunderstanding between the inhabit- 
ants and the Xni^ts* Junot, an aid-de-camp, 
was sent with the General's ultimatum* A few 
tninutes after, a deputation of twelve Maltese com^ 
missioners 'WCTit on board the Orient. We were 
statk>iled exactly opposite the city, which runs 
from north to south, and which we could see from 
one extremity to the other, the streets being in a 
right line. They were as well lighted as they were 
obscure on the night of our arrival. 

On the 12th, m the morning, we were informed 
that theOeneral's aid-de-camp had been very fevour- 
ably received by the inhabitants. I could distinguish^ 
with the help of my glass, that the palisade by which 
fort St. Elmo is enclosed, was assailed by a multi- 
tude of persons. Those who were within were 
seated on the walls of the batteries, in an at- 
titude which denoted anxious expectation. At 
half after eleven, the bark- which had brought 
the flag of truce, and which had remained under 
her stern during the night, left the Orient. We 
received, at the same time, orders to hoist Our co- 
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Im^i 9X^i % moment after, i^ mgiwl wm mack 
that Malta was in our posseasion. 

This ialafid became an intermediato atatiou bo 
tween our countr}' and the ope w^ were about ta 
subdue. It completed the conquest of the Medi- 
terranean; and never had France attain£|d ao ^^eat 
a degree of ppwer. . At five o'<^oc^ our troq;>a al- 
tered and took posaes^ion of the forts: they wew 
saluted by the fleet with five hundred guns. 

We had been the first in. quitting Toulon, and 
we were the last in entering the harbour of Malta* 
We did not land until the X3th in the nuniung. I 
was no stranger to this ^orjMrising city ; and was UQt 
less struck, on this second occasion, than on. vay 
first visit, with thie fbnmdable aspect by which it 
is cbaracteri;?ed. 

Geographers are not decided whetl^er Malta 
should be anne^ced to £uit)pe or to Afirica. The 
)>«rsons.of thp Maltese, their moral character, cpm- 
{4exion, and language, ought to determine the que$^ 
tk)n in favour of Africa* 

Both the French and Maltese were very much 
surprised at finding themselves on the same ground. 
On oixr side it was entlmsiasm; on their 'a stujie* 
faction- 
All the Turkish and Arabian slaves were set fi^e; 
and never was there a stronger expression of joy 
than that which they manifested. When they met 
the Fi:ench^ gratitude was expressed in their coun^ 
tenances in so a£Eecting a way, that I repeatedly 
shed tears. It was to me a true feast of the soul. 
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•fo tbttvey ah KkA of Afei^ 6:«tteme satis&t^M 
on this occasion, It- is necessarf td state, that their 
gtfvernmetitsnevefdther bought or exchanged them* 
Theifr slavety was not alleviated by aiiy hope 5 and 
they could not even dream of the termination ^ 
ihtit sufferings; 

I went out in quest of my old acquaintlmced, and 
viewed with a new delight Ae fine paintings in 
fresco of Calabre2e^ #idi which the roof <rf thfe^ 
dnirch of St. Joim is decorated^ suid the magnific^it 
picture Of Michael Ang;ete de Caravagio, in tte s»^ 
cristy of tihe same church* - I neit visited the It 
tetfly, where I saw an eteruscan vase found at Gozo^ 
6f the greatest beauty, both with respect to the earth 
anxf the painting. 1 likewise inspected a very torge 
gla^ vase, a lamp also found at Go2b, and a kind 
<rf Votive disit in stone, with a tess relief, repre;. 
senting on one of the sides, a sphinx, with a paw 
plaoed on the head of a iram. The style of this lat- 
ter object sufficiently denotes its antiquity. The 
other curiosities in the library are to be found in 
the description tof the cabinet of Malta, and in that 
M^ich i have given in- my pictutfesque travels in 
Italy. A few months before our arrival, a tomb 
had been found neclr Malta, kt a place named £ar<- 
baceo. 

On the fourth day after our liinding, the fcom- 
tnatider^in^chicf gave a supper, to which the mem- 
bers of the newly confctkutM authorities were in- 
vited. They saw with equal Surprise and ddmira- 
iitatiy the martial elegance of our Generals and the 
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MtemUage (^officers, on whose countenances b^^* 
ed health and vigour, glory and hopp* They w^cj 
struck by the noble physiognomy of the commander- 
in-chief, the expression of which seemed to ai^* 
ment his stature. 

The commotions which had taken places in the 
city on our arrival, had occasioned the shutting, up 
of the coffee*h<»ises, and oth^ places of public 
amu3en)ent. Tte ^lore respectable inhabitants^ 
jnot yet recovered from their astonishment at the 
^events which had t^ken place,^ kept themselves 
within doors; while opr soldiers, heated by win^ 
and by the climate, inspired so much terrojf an^ong 
the trades-peojrfte and the lower classes, that they 
jjhut up their sh^s, and hid Aeir females. This 
fine city, where we saw^no one .but ourselves, 
^qipeared dull to us. The forts,: bastions, and 
strong fortific^iOns, . seemed to announce to the 
army that nothing could ii^pede its progress, and 
that it had only to nKarch to vict<;»y; and the soldiers 
xetumed on board with pleasure- The wind, howr 
ever, prevented our getting out of harbour: of this 
delay I availed myself, and made a view of the in- 
terim of the pwt. 

Durifig the whde of the 18Ui, we stood off m4 
on before the port. 

On the mcH-ning of the 19th, the Orient cam^ put 
of harbour. Four thousand men, comnmnded by 
General Vaubois, were left on the island, tc^ether 
with two oflicers of ei^ineers and artillery, a (ivU 
commi^sajy, and, insiiort, all those who, impelled 
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by theii* curiosity, and a rambling inclination, had 
embai-ked without sufficient reflection^ and who, 
through sickness, or a fiilse mode of reasoning, 
Were become disgusted on Ae way, representing 
as so many injuries^ which, according to them, 
they were made to suffer, the inconveniences in- 
separable from a sea voyage. There were among 
them those who, perfectly insensible to the beauties 
of Malta^ the conveniences of its ports, and its 
advantageous position, were surprised that a rock 
beneath the burning clime of Africa should not be; 
as verdant as the vale of Montmorency; as if each 
CouAtry had not received from nature her peculiar 
gifts! To travel is to enjoy these gifts, which are 
destroyed by an endeavour to draw a comparison 
between them. 

If the aspect of Malta is barren, one cannot but 
admire that the smallest hill, which contains an in- 
considerable portion of earth, should be converted 
into a garden equally delightful and abundant, in 
which all the plants of Asia and of Afiica might be 
inured to the climate, and made to flourish. This 
species of primary hot-house might serve to supply 
anodier at Toulon; and these productions might 
thus be brought by degrees to Paris, without hav- 
ing been exposed to those rude checks which are 
occasioned by a sudden and extreme diflererice of 
climate. It is probable that a great part of the 
ejtotic plants which we cultivate annually at a great 
cxpence in our green-houses, where they languish 
the s^ond year, - and perish the third, might be 
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naturalized here. The experiments made on ani- 
malsfseem to stippcMl this system of f;mdation. 

The whple jof tins day, the 19th, was emplpyed 
in collecting the feet of line of battle ships, the 
squadron of fiigates, and the convoy. At six in 
the evening a ^gnal was made to observe the order 
of sealing. The movement was general in every 
direction, and was productive of some confusion. 

Beii^ obliged to give way to the Admiral's ship, 
we perceived, a littk too late, that the Leoben was 
on the point ctf running foul of us. The officer of 
the watch pretended that the Ledben was in fault, 
ami confined himself strictly to his tactics. Ckj^ 
Captain, more intent to save the frigate againsrt the 
rules of seamanship than to injure the Leoben, or* 
dered a manoeuvre: the officer of the watch gave 
orders for another; a moment of inaction ensued; 
and it became too late for exertion. I was aware 
of our danger from the distortions I observed in 
every part of our Captain's countenance and pers<m. 
We shall faU aboardl we are running foul! we a« 
aboard! . were the three sentences jn'cmounced in 
succession; and time for the utterance of them wj^ 
sufficient to decide on our fate. The frigates q). 
proached • each other, and the rigging became en- 
tangled. The Leoben, by a slight manoeuvre, feU 
alongside us; and this shock was deadened by the 
carriages of the field-pkces &stened to her side, 
and whieh were /broken. The wies of four hujitr 
dred persons, with uplilted h&nds^ made me believe 
fiar a moment that the Leoben was the victim of 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



TAAtELS IK EOYPt. 25 

this first encounter. In endeavouring by a manoeu- 
vre to avoid or diminish the second, we perceived 
on our starboard the Artemis^ bearfng^downon us, 
in an opposite direction; and again, ahead erf us, 
the prow of a ship of seventy-four guns, which we 
had perceived for the first time. Our terror was 
extreme : we were become a point at which every 
danger was at one and the same time concentrated. 
The Leoben, by another manoeuvre, pres6fit^ to 
us her bow; and her fore-yard fell €mi our deck. 
This accident, wiiich might have been fetal to many 
^ the crew, was advantageous to us. The sca- 
ittto^ jmd inore partiftuiarly the Turks l^ whom we 
had been joined, sUirbunded the yard, and made 
such efforts to force it back, that the dK)ck, which 
rec^ved no support fipom Rewind, was deadened; 
and for this time we escaped at the expence of a 
holt m^de in cmr uj>per planks by the Leoben's an- 
fihor. The Artettiise had passed under our stern; 
anft the ship of the line had shot ^ead; insomuch; 
that all tJiese dangers, which had gathered about 
us Mke clouds in a storm, were stlH more speedily 
dissipated. Nothing remained but the anger of 
the officer of the Watch, who would gladly have 
seen us all pferisb, feooner than not convince his 
Captain thelt he was in the right; We were in- 
debted for our safety to the scantiness of the wind, 
and to the carriages of the fifeld pieces, by which 
the first shock wflts deadened. Two merchantmen, 
in &lling aboard estdi other, may do themselves 
some mischief, btit are ncrf l*ely to f(«mder. With 
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men of war it is dUfevent; it rarely hiqipens tiiat 
one or the other is not lost^ and frequently both. 

On the 20th) it was calm during the whole of 
the day; and we had to encounter the intense heat 
of the sun in such a season, in thirty-five degrees 
of latitude. In the course of die night a bree2e 
sprang up: the or6tT of sailing was changed. 

On the 2l6t, the convoy was ^atioAed ahe^Kl^ 
the ships of the line in the rear, and the frigates to 
the left. 

On the two following days we had fine weather, 
and a fair wind, which would have enabled us to 
reach the island of Candia^ provided we had not i^d 
a convoy with us, for whkh we were obliged to wait 
every mconent^ 

During the mcmths oi June, July, and August, 
the north and north-east winds are the trade winck 
of the Mediterranean; a circumflAance which ren- 
ders the navigation deligfatful in th^t season, in 
sailing to the south and to the west, but whicfa^ at 
the same time, makes the i^tum very uncertain, 
it being necessary to enter on it during the iacle« 
ment season. 

On the 24th, we made forty-eight leagues with 
a breeze which bordered on a gale of wind. On 
the following morning, at eleven o'clock, our sig- 
nal was made to go ahead and look out for land. 
At four in the afternoon we discovered the west 
part of the island of Candia. At the distance of 
twenty leagues I coqld distiagui^ mount Ida, the 
birth-place of Jiq)iter, and the country of almost 
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aU the gioim I- had the; greatrat wi A possible to 
visit the kiogdom of Minas» and seek same re- 
mains of Ac labyrinth. What I had foreseen, how- 
ever ^ happened: ottr&vourable breeze prevented us 
from approaching the island. 

Oa the ^fith, at five in the morning, I found 
that we had steered. in Ae direction of the eastern 
coast, withcmt drawing towards it. The gale had 
been so strong dstring^the night, Ihat the whole of 
the convoy was dispersed. We spent all the morn- 
ing in collecting the transports, and in shortening 
sail for their coming up* During this mancBuvre, 
chaoce discovered to us^ through a thick fog, the 
Engiiah feet, which was six leagues distant from 
us, steering to the west, and proceeding in quest 
of us towards the northern ccmst. 

On the evening of the 27th, our signal was made 
to pass under the stem of the,(^rfent. It would be 
difficult to eomrey a precise idea of the sensations 
we felt can approaching this sanctuary of power, 
dictatii^ its decrees amidst three hundred sail of 
vci^sds^ in the still silence of the mght. The moon 
afforded to this picture just as much li^t as \yas 
necessary to the enjoyment of it. Five hundred 
persons were on our deck; and the fiappitig of a 
bee's wings might have been h^ard: the very res- 
piration was suspended. Our Captain was ordered 
to repair on board the flag-ship; and I cannot des« 
cribe the joy I felt -on his return, w.hen he inform- 
ed us that we were detached from the fleet, and 
were to proceed without delay to Alexandria, whcre^ 
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we were to ooncat meatiures witk our Consul^ and 
to learn from him whether the inhabitants were ap- 
prised of our coming) and how they were diiqibsed 
towards us. He added, that it was our destiny to 
land the first in Africa, there to collect together our 
countrymen, and to shelter them from the earlkst 
movements of the inhabitants on the approach of the 
fleet. From that momei^ we set every sail we 
could cany, to accomplish, m speedily as possible, 
the sixty leagues vre had still to run. The wiod^ 
however, fell during the night: for a few hours we 
had a gentle breeze; but, during the rest of the 
time, the way we made was entirely owing to the 
impulsion given to the sea, and to the currents, 
which carried us towards the point of our destina- 
tion. 

Our orders, after having warned our coimtrymen 
to be on their guard, were to return to the fleets 
which was to cruise and to wait for us at the* dis<t 
tance of six leagues from Cape Brul6. On iht 
28th at noon, we were within thirty leagues of Alex- 
andria; and at four in the afternoon, our sewfien at 
the mast-head cried out ^^ land.^' At ^x o'clock 
we saw it from the deck. 

The breeze continued during the night; and on 
the 29th at day-break, I saw the coast to the west, 
stretching like a white ribband over the blue horizon 
of the sea. Not a tree, not a habitation was to be 
discovered : it was not merely nature in her saddest 
array, but the destruction of nature. It was silence 
and death. It did not, however, affect the gaietjT 
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of our sean^nc cme of them, pointiiig to Ae desert, 
said to his comrade, " Zj>oky there are the six acres 
which have been decreed you. ^* The general burst of 
laughter which this pkasantry occasioned, may- 
serve to shew that courage is disinterested, or at 
least that it springs from a nobler sentiment than 
that of interest. 

This part of the coast is dangerous in stormy 
weather, and during the fogs of winter, when the 
low, flat land disappears, and is perceived only 
when it is too late to shun it. Our good fortune, 
however, allowed us to work in the direction of 
Cape Durazzo, which we sought by steering to the 
east a quarter south. 

Ten leagues from the Cape, and five from Alex- 
andria, we saw a ruin which is named the Arabian 
tower. It appeared tome to be a bastioned square, 
at some distance from which there is a round towen 
I could have wished to have been able to distin* 
guish the details better, so as to have judged whe- 
ther it is an Arabian building, or of antique con- 
struction, and to what date of antiquity it belongs; 
whether it is the Taposiris of the ancients, which 
Procopius describes as the tomb of Osiris, oi" the 
Ghersonesus of Strabo; or, lastly, Plinthine, from 
whence the gulf derived its name. Since that time 
the garrison of Alexandria has detached recon- 
noitering parties to this post. The reports of these 
parties having, however, been entirely confined 
to their military operations, I have riot been able 
to collect any information relative to the origin of 
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these ruins; and the enquiries I have made, hsye 
merely tended to augment the curiosity with which 
their bulk and extent have inspired me. In gene- 
ral, the whole of this western coast, comprehend- 
ing the great and small shoals of Cyrenaica, for- 
merly well inhabited, and containing republics and 
other forms of government, is at this time one of 
the most neglected countries in the universe, and 
is brought to our recollection by the fine medals 
alone with which it has supplied us. 

To the right and left of us our promised land ap- 
peared still more steril than that of the Jews. It is 
true, that thus far it had not cost us so dear; that, 
if it had not rained on us quails ready roasted, our 
manna was not corrupted ; that we had not been 
tormented by raging colics; and that we had, not- 
withstanding, preserved all that had fallen to the 
share of the children of Israel. The Bedouin 
Arabs, however, who are dispersed over this coun- 
try, might have inflicted on us sufferings equal to 
their's, and have been equally disastrous to us. It 
is, notwithstanding, said, that, during the last 
twenty years, they have been true to their engage- 
ment entered into with the factory of Alexandria, 
by which, after exacting certain duties, they re- 
store those who have been shipwrecked, at the rate 
of twenty dollars per head, instead of killing them, 
as was formerly their custom. 

At one o'clock a lieutenant was sent on shore. 
He had scarcely stepped into the boat when we 
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looked for his return, aiid counted the tninutes a& 
they passed. 

By the help of our glasses we saw the tri-colour 
flag displayed over our Consul's house- I figured 
to myself the surprise he was about to feel, and 
thai whidi we were preparing against the following 
day for the Sheik of Alexandria. 

When the shadows of the evening delineated the 
outline of the city; M^hen I could distinguish on 
our approach the two ports; the thick walls, flanked 
by a great number of towers, which at present con- 
tain nothing but hillocks of sand, and a few gsu-dens, 
in ^ich the pale green hue of the palm-trees 
scarcely tempers the burning whiteness of the soil; 
the Turkish fortress, the mosques^ their minarets 
or towers, and the celebrated pillar of Pompey, my 
imagination recurred to past ages- I saw art tri- 
umph over nature, and the genius of Alexander 
employ the active medium of commerce, to lay on 
a barren soil the foundations of a superb city, which 
he selected to be the depositary of the trophies of 
the conquest of the universe- I saw the Ptolomies 
invite thither the arts and sciences^ and form the 
library, to destroy which the hand of barbarism was 
several years employed. It is there, said I to my- 
self, reflecting on Cleopatra, Casar, and Antony, 
that the empire of glory yielded to the empire of 
voluptuousness- I next figured to myself stem ig- 
noranoe JBxing its seat on the ruins of the master- 
pieces of the arts, completing their destruction, 
but unable, iKrtwi&standmg,to disfigure utterly the 
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fine characteristics by which they are stamps and 
which belong to the grand principles of their (xU 
Hnal plans. From this pre-occupation, from this 
nappiness of meditating in view of great ohgctts, I 
was roused by n gun* fired from oar fngatCy to faring 
too a vessel which had set all her sails to get into 
the port of Alexandria in ^ite of us, and without 
doubt to carry thither the tidings of the arrival of 
the fteet. The night coming on, we soon lost s^^ 
of herl Our uneasiness respecting the boat m- 
creased every moment, and was converted into 
terror. At midnight we heard the voices of per- 
sons terrified; and sbbn after our Consul and his 
interpreter, who had escaped from the avenging 
sabre of the Mussulman, and from the terror spread 
through the country, came on board. They in-, 
formed us that an English fteet of fourteen ships of 
the line had quitted its anchorage ^ oflF Alexandria 
the evening before; and that the English had de* 
blared they were in quest of us, to tetng us to ac- 
tion. They had been taken for French; and the 
inhabitatnts of the country, already apprised of our 
projects, and of tht taking of Malta, had instantly 
resorted to arms. The strong holds had been for* 
tified, the militia incorporated with the reguia? 
troops, and an army of Bedo^iins collected. The 
latter are wandering Arabs, against whom the in* 
habitants wage war^ but with whom they tniite 
whenevei^ i common^ enemy is to be encoiu^xred^ 

Our horizon ^as obscured by the presence of 
flie English. When I Tccollected that ohfy thico 
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&ys before we fidt a regret at being detained by 
the.oi^nis, and that iunle^ /ch- ith^m we ^quU have 
faUoi into the midst of the enemy's fleets to which 
we mns^ Jia-re made a diiscpve^*y of our own, I from 
tfaa^.momeni bepam^ a fat^i&t^ and coniinende4 
mj^KJ£ lo the star of Bonaparte. 

Tkt Sbeikhad commented to the departure c^thc 
Comid, on hq other condition thaxi that h^^puld 
be ac^napami^ by. sev<eral ^eamen belongii]^ to 
Alexandria, by whom he was to be conveyed back« 
They^pcAetiiie //>tg^2<fi./r<as«cflj, and luuierstiood ita- 
U^ J o(mye]:se(l with them; and they added to 
whftt the <;:0naul had told u% that die English had 
at^een^d to die eaat to stek us at Cyprus, where 
tbey t^botagbt n^ Jbiad^Q|>p^« 

/Wionade sail in quc^t of <»iur fleet, and at day. 
faradk tUscOFcred the ftrst d>visi<m of the cobvc^f^ ^ 
Atsevtin. ^^flock we .n^ere within hail of the Orient, 

It fe& t^ my h^i, to accompany tiae Consul oj> 
bcwtsd th^ jflag-sW^p. . We ^ere to communicate tq 
Ibe Gcn»al i*totewr migfet interest him most pow* 
^fuUy under su^ critical cjirQwnstances. ,The 
EngtiiEfti Iwd been sefinj and they might <?o;Qae up 
«ith U3 every B9(^*ae^t, It blew a friesh gale; and 
^.convoy was blen<Jkd with the fleet in sych co^-. 
fuwoo, that the most temble defeat would have en- 
ap««^ bad the enemy appealed. I watched the Ge- 
neifSal'i connjbenance, which did not change in the 
sUghtf^t deig^e* He made me repeat the state* 
meut he had ju^ heard; and .after a sijenoe of a 
$s>w n^aute^, wiiered the. troqp^ ta be landed 
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Th^ dispositions which were made^ \rare to 
bring the convoy as near the land as the danger of 
getting aground) at a titne when the wind Wew so 
strong, would allow. The men of war formed a 
circle of defence on the outside; the sails were 
taken in, and the anchors let^go. These arrange^ 
ments were scarcely made, i^htn we received or- 
ders to cruise off the port, as near as the wind 
would permit us, and to make false attacks by way 
of diversion. 

The breeze still freshened, and the sea was so 
rough, that we endeavoured iiieffectually, during 
the remainder of the day, to gei up our andh<Jr; 

At night It was too stormy to attempt this ^ithc^it 
a risk of our canying away our masts, and <yf run-: 
ning foul of and smking the boats with troops on 
board, which effected their landing with unprece«> 
dented difficulty and danger. The launche$ )pe* 
ceived one by one, and at random, those who came 
down the sides of the vessels. When they were 
filled, the waves threatened every moment to sink 
them, at the same time that, driven by the wind, 
they in many instances encountered, suid fell on 
board of each other. After having escaped these 
dangers^ whf n they drew within shore they knew 
not how to make their landing good without be- 
ing dashed to pieces by the breakers. During 
the night, a launch filled with troops, which had 
lost all steerage-way, came under our stem, and 
asked for assistance. The danger to which those 
who were on board her were exposed, cau8e4 
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in me ^1 emotion which was augmented by my 
fiincying that I knew the voices of all those who 
cried for help. We threw (»it.a rope to these 
poor wretches; but scarcely had they laid hcdd of 
it, when it became necessary to cut it, the waves 
dashii^ the launch against the side of our vesselt 
which it threatened to stave in. The cries of these 
unfortunate men, when they found themselves 
abandoned to their fatcj, pierced to the inmost re- 
cesses of our souls; and the silence which succeed* 
ed filled us with the most melancholy reflections. 
Our terror was augmented by the darkness; and 
t^ie operatioiis for landing were as slow as they were 
disastrous. However, by six o'clock the ne^t 
momix^, the first of Jujy^ a sufficient number of 
troops were landed to atta^^k and carry a ^mall 
ftMTt, called Le Marabou. There the tri-cok)ur 
military flag was hoisted for the first tim^ in A&ica. 
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CHAPTER III. 

Storming of Aiexandria.... General mpect oy the town 
X ghomy and desopted....TrouUesom€ness (^ the dogs 
....Speech of Bonaparte to the Sheik (f Ale^a$idria 
....Pompey^s piUar..,..Oardens...^Ck€patra*s medio 
....Principal ntosgue, €md other remurHaMe tmildi- 
ings. 

Ok the 2d the eea wati less ruffied. WcgiDtiinde^ 
way^ and perceived that th^ beach was fiUed -with 
our fiotdkrs. Bf &Q0n thef wepe under the iraBs 
€t Alexai^ia, the oentre being stationed at Pom* 
pe^ pillar, behind somie smaU hilloctbs ftmned 
^r the rmns of the ancient ciQr. Thie old WBtUg 
preeemed to the valour of our sokfier^ a $ucbes* 
sion of breaches. As soon as one of the colunms 
was in motion, die others drew up in battle array, 
marched, and attacked at the same time* In ap- 
proaching some old ditches, they discovered more 
walls than they had been able to see at a first 
view. A very heavy fire kept up by the besieged, 
surprised our troops for a moment, but did not 
check their inqpetuosity. The most practicable 
approach was sought under the fire of the enemy: 
it was found at the west angle, where was situated 
the ancient port of Kibotos. Our troops stormed; 
Kleber, Menou, and Lescale were wounded by the 
enemy's fire, and by the fall of the fragments of 
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m^* VLoTBimr Sheik (^ Atexandnay wfaor was in 
every part of t)i^ battir, mistxxdc Menem £1^ tbft 
commandef«ifl^cl»ef mor^ly wcwidedl In tlss 
way the cdwage 6f the besi^ed was supported for 
a short time. Chir adversaries miuhtained timi 
grotincf } and we were under the necessity of putting 
the whole of them to death at the bceach^ whtrt 
two hunted of our soidfersr fcU. - ■/ 

Our frigate was oWe»ed to protect the eatry of 
the convoy into the old port; and I availed myself 
of this opportunity to go on shore. An old pro« 
phecy had said, that as soon, as a French vessel 
should enter the old .port, Alexandria would cease 
to be in possession of the Mussulmans. Our boat 
verified this^ prediction for the moment. 

It would be impossible ftjr me to describe what I 
felt on knding at Alexandria, where there was- no 
0tte to receive us, or to prevent our going on shore« 
We could scaircely prevail on a group of beggars, 
te£biing on their crutches, to p^nt- out to us the 
head-quarters. AH the houses were shut: those 
who had not dared to fight had fled; and those who 
had mot been killed in the combat, had cofk:ealed 
themselves, for fear of bekig ptit to death, accord- 
ing to the oriental custom. Every thing was liew 
to our sensations; the soil,* the form of the buildi 
ings, the persons, customs, afid language ctf the in- 
habitants. The first prospect which preseiated it* 
self to our view, was an extensive biirying-grouhd, 
covered with innumerable tomb-stones of white 
marble V on a white soil. Among Aese monu- 
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mentft were seen wandering sevj^ meagi^ wQmen^ 
With long tattled garments^ resembling so man]F 
^lo^ts. The aUeiice was only interrupted by the 
screeefatng of the lutes which hovered ovei? thi» 
sanctuary of death. We passed froqi thienc^ into 
narrow and detserted streets* In cross^x^ Alexan- 
dria, the descriptidn which Volney has given of 
that city was brought to my remembrance; form, 
colour, and sensation, every thing, in short, is re- 
presented by him with suqh ft degree of truth, that, 
on looking over his work some months after, I fan- 
cied that I was entering Alexandria once more. 
Had Voiney described all Egyptdii the sjeujic way^^ 
ho one Would ever have thoU^t it necessary to un- 
dertake any other description, or to make any new 
drawing of diat country. 

During the vdiole erf my progress through diis 
long aod meteiwiM^ city, Europe and its gaiet]^ 
were brought to my reeoSlectbn only by the chirp^ 
teg and activity of the sparrows^ I cpuld npt re-t 
cc^nize the dog, the fiiend of man, the faithful and 
^n^x>u8 eopnpanion, the gay and loyal courtier% 
Here this animaji is a dull and selfish brute, a Gran- 
ger to the master, benealb, whose roof he dwelU, 
and^ separated fiom the imnates without ceasing tflj 
be a. slave, loses sight of him whose assylum he dot 
£e;nds, andtmwJiQsis. bleeding carcase he feec^ 
witiiout abhofrence. The Ibllowing anecdote will 
fully pourtray his character* 

.Qn the day of my landiog^ having neglected t^ 
bring ashore linen to shift myself, I was desiroK^ 
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16 go cm boatd the Junon frigate^ which I thought 
x^ras stationed off the entrance 6f the harboun I 
hired a small Turkish bark, and we steered to- 
wards that point. Having reached the frigatei we 
found that it was not the Junon; and another wai 
pointed outto us in the road at half a leaguers dis- 
•tence. The sun was setting: I had already made 
two-thirds of my way; and it was still possible to 
sleep on board. We now sailed towards the fri- 
gate in the road, which was still not the Junont 
she was cruising in the offing: we were, therefore, 
under the necessity of returning; btit the breeze 
had freshened, and the swell was so great, that it 
ivas with difficulty we could descry the land to* 
wards which we had to bend our course. My con-» 
ductor gave me charge of the tiller^ to bestow hid 
whole attenticm on the sail. 

It was not easy for me to find the direc^bm in 
which I was to steer; and I nOw began to feel that 
it was in a manner devoting one's self to destruc^ 
tion^ to be at such a time of night at Ae mercy of 
the iitrinds, on a rough sea^ and without any othef 
companion than one Who, in tOmmon with all his 
countrymen^ had every reason to hale the French, 
and to seek to avenge himself on any of that na-^ 
tion who might fkll in hii^ way^ I put on a confix 
dential air, and even affected to be gay: we at 
length reached the shore, the object of all my 
hopes and wishes; it was, however, eleven o'clock 
at night. I was half a league from the head-quiu^-^ 
^ers; and I had to cross a city which h^d been 

VOL. I. ^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



40 TRAVELS IK E6YPT. 

taken by storm in the morning, with not one of the 
iBtreets of which I was acquainted.^ I could not 
prevail on my boatman, by any offeF of recompence, 
to. l^ve his bark and accompany, me. I set out 
akmc, and, defying the ghosts of the dead, crossed 
die burying-ground, the road with which I was 
most familiar. As soon as I had reached the near* 
est habitations of the living, I was assailed by mul- 
titudeis of fierocious curs, which attacked me from 
the doors, the streets, and the house-tops. Their 
yelping was continued from house to house, and 
from &mily to femily. I could perceive, however^ 
that the war which they waged against me was not 
a war of coalition^ for as soon as I had passed the 
property of those by which I had been attacked, 
they were driven back by those which came to re- 
ceive me at the frontiers. Not knowing the abject 
state in which they live, I dared not strike them, 
from an apprehension of their howling, and thus 
kiniUing up the wrath of their masters against me» 
The darkness was diminished by the light of the 
^tars only, and by the transparency which the ^ight 
always has in this ctimate. To profit by this small 
portion of light, and to escape |rom the yelping (rf 
the curs, and take a road which could not lead me 
astmy, I quitted the streets, and resolved to walk 
along the beach. ]^y passage w^, however, bar-* 
red by the walls and tinjiber-yarda, which extended 
to the sea-diore^ At length, after wacUng through 
the sea to shun the curs, and scaling the walls to 
?ivoid th^ sea when there \yas too gre^it a depth, 
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weft, covered with perspitatioii, And exhausted by 
terror and fatigue^ I reached one of our oiit-posts 
at midnight, fully persuaded that curs are the sixthy 
w[xd the most dreadful of the pldgi*4s of Egjpt- 

In the mcohiing, cm arriTiiig at tife h^ad-qoartersr 
I found Bonaparte slAr om rfcd t^ the grandees of 
the ct^, and by the members (^the oM g6rertoient^ 
from whom he received Ae oa^ of fidelity. He 
addressed hhnsetf in the foHowirig terms to the 
She& Koraim : <^ I have taken yoiiin arms, and i 
might treat ypd as a prisoner : a^ you have, how- 
ever, behaved withx^oun^, «id as. I think bravery: 
insepart^e from honour, I give you back your; 
amis, and^S thiid^ l£at you will be as fiiithfiil to the 
rq>ublic as you have been to a bad government. ''r 
I cduld didtjnguish in the countenance of this able,: 
QAtei^^ing man, a dissimalation, shaken, but not 
subdued^ by the generous conduct of the com- 
maiider-in-^tbief. He was not, as yet, acquainted 
With our resources, and entertained some doubt 
whether What had passed was not owing to a amp- 
it-main ! But when he saw thirty thousand men, 
and the heavy ordnance and field-pieces landed, he 
endeavonufed to captivate the good graces of Bona- 
parte, was never absent from head-queers, and 
was m the aftd-ct^unber before the commander-in- 
chief was out erf" bed, a circumstance very remark- 
able in a Mussulman, (See his portrait, Plate IX. 
Fig. 2.) 

The tot drawing I made was a view of the new 
port, from the small sand-bank tq^ the quarter of 
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^ Fraiu», Wliich) m Cfeofiatra^s time^ vbts Ac 
ddightful spot <Hi which her palace was tmilt, aad 
where the theatre st6od. 

On the 4th, in the morning, I acccnnpanied tfa^ 
comiB^mder-in-ciiief) wko visited idie fiorts, that is 
to say, a cdlection of chnn^ Imiicfingsin a miaous 
state, in which wwn-outgims^feated on stones that 
served them for earriages*^ The General's orders 
were to demollnh whatever was unserviceable, and 
to rq}air only ndiat mi^rt^ he Aiseful, to prevent the 
approach of the Bedouins. He paid particular at- 
tention to 1^ batteries fi^ the defi^ce of the har- 
bours. 

We passed near Pompey^ ptliar« Thifrmonu-: 
ment is in the predicament of ahnost every thiag 
^mousv which loses on a near scrutiny. It was 
named Pompey's pillar in the fifttenth century, 
when learning began to recover itself from the tor* 
pid state in which it had so long languished. At 
that epoch, men of science, but not dbsorvers, be-* 
stowed names on all the mcmuments; and these 
names have been handed down by tradition ^nd 
without being disputed, from century to ceiitury. 
A monument l^id been raised to Pompey at Ale;ic« 
iandria: it had disappeared^ and was thought tixhc 
recovered in this pillar or colunm, which has wn^ 
been converted into atrophy erected to the memoiy 
of Septimius SeveruSt It is, however, )^g^ ihi 
the ruins of ttiG ancient city; and in the ttmie of 
Beptimius Severas, the eity of the Ptolpynies was 
not in a ruboas state. Tp support th» w^mxm by 
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a soHd fottiuktion^afiol^^ lu«,|iib^n sunj^ ^tiie 
earth, on wloeh isp^Gtced a verf c^biiiiscy pedestsd, 
having a fine shaft, and surmouio^ted by a oorinthlan 
capital of bad workiBan^p. ,. 

If the i^iaft of &is.<:oIuizM3> s€f»axating it fircneti.the 
pedestal and the. capital, otice bel<mged to an an^ 
cient edifice, it b an evidence of its magnificencef 
and of the skill with which itivas exeGUted. It ought 
therefore to be said j that what is called Pompcy's 
pillar, is a fine colngaEin, and not a fine monuineat; 
and that a column Is not a mcMaument. It should 
be said, that the coUimn of St. Maria Maggiore> 
notwithstanding it is one of the finest in existence, 
has not the character of a mwument; that it is 
inetely a t&agment; and that, tf th^ columns of Tra- 
jem and Antoninus are not in the same predicament, 
it is because th^ appear as colossal cylinders, on 
tf^clL^ the history ( of the glorious expeditions of 
these two emperors is pompously displayed, and 
whichj if reduced to their simple form and dimen- 
sions, would be nothing more than dull and heavy 
monuments. : 

. The earth about the foundations of Pompey?s 
piUar having been claued away by time^ t wq^ frag- 
ments of an obelisk c^ white marble, the only, monu- 
ment of that substance which J have «een in Egypt, 
bave been addol to the original base^ to.render it 
more sdid. 

. Bxotvations made round the circumference of 
a^s ccdaunn, wo«id, no doubt, idford some informa- 
tion relative to its ori^n. Thie shaking of the 
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earthy* and the form it taies on treading on it, seefmr 
to attest that these researches would *dt be fruitfess^ 
They would perhaps doscover the bdse and atriud 
of the portico to which this coloiAn belonged^' 
which has been the subject of dissertations made 
bjr literati who have seen the drawings only, or 
whose infoormation has been limited to the descrip^ 
tions of travellers. These travellers have deglect- 
ed to apprize tbem, t&at fragments of columns of 
the same substance atnd diameter are foisnd in the 
vicinity ; and that the shaking of the earth indicates 
the destruction of gr^t edifices buried beneath^ the, 
fCMrms of which may be distinguished on t&e sur-^ 
foce> such as a square of a consideral^e size» and a 
hrge circus, the principal dimensions of which may 
be measured, notwithstancbng it is covered wkh. 
sand and ruins. 

After having observed that die column, eiUitled 
]^0mpey*s piltar^ Is very chaste both in stylt adnd ex- 
ecution ; that the pedestal smd capital are m)t form^ 
td of the same granite as the shaft; that their work- 
manship is heav}''^ and i^pears to be merdy a rough 
draught; and that die fbundi^ons, made up of frag- 
ments^ indicate a modem construction; it may be 
eoncludcd, that this monument is not antique, and 
that it may have been erected e^er in the time of 
the Greek Emperors or of the Calife; since, if the 
ci^>itul and pedestal are well enough wrought to be- 
Vwxjf to the former of these periods, they are not so 
¥W<^t tut that art may have readied so fiur in the 
liMtrs 
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< Sttbterrantous resou^ches made on this spot iftight 
also ascertain the site of the city in the time of the 
Ptolomies, when its commerce and splendour chang- 
ed its original plan, and rendered it immense. That 
df the Calif$9 which still exists, was but a difttl-^ 
hution of the ancient city, notwithstanding it com* 
prehends within it3elf, at this time, plains and de^ 
serts. This circumvallation being built of ruins^ 
the edifices bring unceasingly to the remembrance 
destruction and ravage. The jamb^ and lintels oi 
the doors of the dwelling-houses and fortresses con^ 
sist entirely of columns of granite, which the work* 
men have not taken the pains to shape to the use to 
which they have applied them. They a{^}ear to 
have been left there merely with a view to attest 
the grandeur and magnificence of the buildings, the 
ruins of which they are. In other places "a great 
number oi columns have been applied to the con-^ 
atr action of the walls, to support- and level themi 
and these columns, having resisted the ravagea of 
time, now resemble batteries. In short, these Ara- 
bian and Turkish buildings, the productions of the 
necessities of war, display a confusion of epochs^ 
and of various industries, more striking aiid more 
approxiinated examples of which are no where else 
tb be found. The Turks, more especially, adding 
absurdity to profanation, have not only blended 
w&h the granite, bricks and calcareous stones, but 
even logs and planks; and from these different ele« 
jnents, which have so little analogy to each oth^r, 
and are so strangely miited, have presented a mo»- 
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Strom asaembkige of the ^lenddur of huiiwi in« 
diistiy, and its degradation. 

In returning from Pompey's pillar to the modem 
city, we passed through that (rf the Arabs, or la- 
ther the one which was incompassed by their walls^ 
for at this time it is merely a desert contaiiiing 
a few enclosures, which, during the months of the 
inundation, are gardens, and which at other times 
l^ord nourishment to a greater or smaller number" 
<rf trees and vegetables, in proportion to the size of 
the cistern with which each is provided. This 
cistern is the source and principle of their exist- 
ence: when it fails, the gardens are once more 
o^iverted into sand, and rubbish* 

At the gate of each of these gardens are to be 
scfen m<Hiuments of a benevolent and charitable feel- 
ing. These arc reservoirs into which water is 
pumped as often as it is necessary, and which pre- 
sent to the way-worn traveller what is needful to 
satisfy his most pressing want in this burning cli- 
mate*. • .thirst* 

The conduits of the cisterns are to be seen every- 
where, cconmunicating with each other, andr hav- 
ing their orifices covered by the base or capital of 
an ancient colunrn, holbwed out in the centre, and 
answering the purpose of the stone which surrounds 
tkt mouth of a well. 

For the construction of a new cistern, it is suffi- 
cient to dig and bank in reservoirs of different 
depths, and afterwards to cut a drain, carrying it 
-9n \mtil it meets with another excavation. In ^i« 
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Waylt jhetdVesthe common bda^tft of tfce immda-^ 
tion, whfch^ by the level that the water seeks, filU 
^e whole of the vacuum presented to it* The great 
pool c^ conservatory of water at Alcxiawfriaj is one 
of the principal antiquities of the middle age Of 
Egy^t J and oAe of the finest monuments of that dM- 
^ription, whether its site be iJonsidered, or the in- 
telligence, which its construction dtspkys. Not- 
withstanding one part of k is in a very ruinous state, 
and the other in need of repairs, it oontain& a quan- 
tity of water which suifices for the consumption of 
men and animals during two years. We arrived 
at Alexandria in the month pr^eedk% that in 
which the water was to be renewed^ and we found 
it very good and sweet* 

' Our attention was attracted by a rutn of a red* 
dish hue, which the CaAolics call the house of St* 
Catharine the learned, relative to whom they hare 
atfadition, that she was wedded to Jesus Christ 
four centuries after his death. This ruin is of Ro- 
man construction 5 and the conduits, covered by 
stalactites, imply that it was formerly a batiu 

We came afteiwatds to tiiie obelisk, named Cleo- 
patra's needle i anothei* obelisk thrown down at its 
side, indicates that both of them formerly decorat- 
ed one of the entrances of the palace of the Ptolo- 
mies, the ruins of which are still to be seen at some 
distance from thence* An inspfection into the pre- 
sent state of these obelisks, and the fissures whiek 
existed at the tiine even when they were fixed on 
tills spot, prove thalf they were merely fragm^ts at 
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that period, and that they had be€in brought from- 
Memphis, or from upper Egypt, They mi^t be 
conveyed to France without diffiouhy, and would- 
there become a trophy of conqirest, and a, very, 
characteristic one, as they are in themselves a mem-, 
ument, and as the hieroglyphics with which they 
are covered render them preferable to Pompey'3 
pillar, which is merely a column, somewhat larger, 
indeed, than is every where to be found. On dig- 
ging since round the base of this obelisk, it has. 
been found that it was placed on a tablet of hard 
stone. The pedestals which have always been ai- 
ded in Europe to this species of monument, are an^ 
ornament by which its character is changed. 

On examining the Saracqn mcHiument in the vi- 
cinity of Cleopatra's needle, I found that its fbun* 
dation belonged to a Greek or Roman edifice. Th^ 
capitals of connected columns, of the doric order,^ 
the shafts of which are sunk below the level of 
the sea, are still to be seen. Strabo has observed, 
that the base of the palace of Ptolomy was washed 
by th^ sea. These ruins may at one and the sam§ 
time prove the veracity of Strabo's relation^ and 
ascertain the site of that palace. . 

In returning to the Ipwerpart of the harbour by 
the sea-shore, ruins of edifices of different ages af e 
to be found, having suffered alike from time and 
from the \taves. Vestiges of baths are to be distin- 
guished there, several apai:tments of which still ex- 
ist, having been posteriorly fabricated in walls of 
more remote antiquity. These edifices appeared 
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to me to be of Arabic construction; and for their 
preservation, a kirtd of pile work in columns has 
*been made, which has now the resemblance of float- 
ing batteries. Their immense number evinces the 
magnificence of the palaces they once deccwated. 
After having passed the extremity of the harbour, 
large Saracen edifices are met with, having an air 
of grandeur, and a mixture of style, by which the 
observer is perplexed. Friezes ornamented with 
ddric tiiglyphs, and surmounted by arched vaults, 
-would lead one to imagine that these edifices were 
constructed from antique fragments, which the Sa- 
racens blended to adapt them to the style of their 
architecture.- The doors of these edifices may 
^ve an idea of the indestructible quality of the 
liycamore wood, which has remained unaltered, 
■while the iron work of the doors has yielded to 
time; and entirely disappeared. Behind this kind 
of fortress, are Arabian baths, most magnificently 
•decorated. Our soldiers, who found them ready 
heated, had taken possession of them to wash their 
linen, so that no other use could then be made of 
them. I shall, therefore, defer my description of 
this kind of baths to another opportunity, and refer 
my readers, who wish to have an idea bf the plea- 
sure which they communicate, to the one which 
'Savary has given. 

. Near these baths, one of the principal mosques, 
formerly a primitive church, entitled St. Athana- 
sius, is situated. This edifice^ in as ruinous a 
state as its style is magnificent, may give some idea 
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of th6 carelessness of the Turks relative to Ifae^olv 
jectft of which they are the moSt jc^ato«s. B^gnre 
our arrival, they did not suffer a Chrialian to ap* 
proach this buiWii^, and choae rather to place a 
centinel over it than to repair the doors, which^ in 
the state in which we found them, w^W nddw" 
shut nor turn on their hii^pes. 

In the middle of the court-yard of tW^ mosque 
b a small octagonal temple, which contains a boiwj 
of Egyptian black niarble, with white and yellour 
spots, of incomparable beauty, both on aoccftint ^ 
the substance of which it is formed, and of ^e in^ 
numerable hieroglyphical figures with ithieh it i^ 
covered, both withiniide and without. This moni^ 
ment, which is, without doubt, a sarcc^hi^s of 
ancient Egypt, will, perhaps, be hereafter iUu^ferat* 
ed by volumes of dissertations. It may be C0ii9- 
dered as a very valuable antique, and as one of OQT 
most precious spoils in Egypt, with which it is to 
be wished that our national nui^eum may be ei^ 
riched, Dolomieu, who was with me when tMs 
valuable monument was discovered, partook of my 
enthusiasn^. 

From the galleries of die minaret or tower of this 
mosque, I made the drawing, which contains a 
bird's-eye view of every part of the new harbour. 
Close to the mosque are three, upright cc^mnq, 
which have not been noticed by any traveller. It 
would appear by the delicate workmanship of these 
columns, that they constituted a part of some 
lint}(|ue fnoi^uments; it would, therefore, be inter- 
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how€iyer, which tbey occupy, w<»il4 lead tq a conr 
jecture, that tikwy are not $tatiw«d wfeerQ Ihey were 
crigmaUy mtaadbd to 1>e placed. Be this as it 
may, th^ lure the remains of a large and magnifi- 
cent edifice .^ 

We proceeded firom ^nce to the gate of Bosetta, 
Yi^ch is fiartified, and at which the Turks defended 
tImQselves on oinr arrival, Here a g?^up of houses 
forms a Jdnd of tcmv which leaves an unoccupied 
space of half a le^ue between this part of the city 
and that which is in the vicinity of the ports. AU 
the horrors of :wM still existed in this quarter^ 
where I met with an incident which afforded me 
the strongest contrast possible. A young woman, 
fair and with a ruddy complexion, was seated, sur- 
rimnded by the deadaiul by the rubbish, on a fi-ag- 
iQ^nt of a ruin still covered with blood. She was 
the picture of the angel of the resurrection. When, 
attracted by a compassionate feeling, I testified my 
surprise at findii^ her in this forlorn state, she told . 
me, with a charming ingenuousness, that she was 
waiting for her husband, with whom she was going 
to pass the night in the desert. To her this was no 
difficulty: she was about to rq)air thither tp sleep 
with as little reluctance as if a down bed was to be 
her portion. From thi$ anecdote some idea may be 
formed of the lot which awaited the women whom 
love had inspired with the cpurage to follow their 
husbands on tins expeditioi;!. 
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The greater part of the divisions^ after they were 
landed, had merely passed through Alexandria to 
encamp in the d^ert. I was also under the neces- 
sity of quitting this city, a place of great importance 
in history, where the monuments of every epoch, 
and the wrecks of the ar(3 of so many nations^ are 
heaped together confiisedly ; and where the ravages 
of wars, ages, and of a humid climate, impregnajted 
with sea-salt, have been productive of greater 
changes, and have wrought more mischief than in 
any other part of Egypt. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



March from Alexandria to the interior of the coun- 
try.... Pass Beda.... Affecting incident and fatal ef- 
fects of jealousy.... The march much harrassed by 
the Arabs.... Optical deception in the desert, giving 
the appearance of water.... Reach the Nile at Rah- 
manieh.... First encounter with the Mamelukes un- 
der Murad'bey....The author* s voyage from Alex- 
andria to Rosetta.... Description of the latter place 
....Character of the cultivating Arab , contrasted 
with the Bedouin.. ..Battle of Salmie... .Mameluke 
feast and entertainment. 

Bonaparte, who had obtained possession of Alex- 
andria with the same r^idity with which St. Louis 
had taken Damietta, was not guilty of the same 
blunder. Without giving the enemy time to rally, 
and without affording his troops an opportunity to 
view the penury of Alexandria and its barren terri- 
tory, he marched off the divisions in proportion as 
they landed, and without allowing them time to 
collect any infcnmation relative to the places which 
they were going to occupy. Among others, an of- 
ficer, on the eve of his departure, said to his detach- 
ment, " My friends, you are to sleep at Beda to- 
night: you understand; at Beda. This is all the 
difficulty you will have to encounter: let us march^ 
my friends : '^ and the soldiers marched. It would 
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certainly be difficult to cite a mor6 striking trait of 
ingenuousness on the one hand, and of confidence 
on the other. It is with this heedless courage that 
enterprizes are undertaken by some, which others 
would not have dared to project; and that what 
appears incon(:eivable is executed. They reached 
Bcda, whkh they fancied to be a viUage built and 
peopled like our^s, more inquisitive to look about 
^em, than surprized. They could there find no- 
thing but a well choaked up by stones^ between tiie 
interstices of which a little brackish, muddy water 
was found. This water was crflected in goblets, 
and a small quantity of it distributed to them, as if 
it had been brandy. This was the first hsdt made 
by a part of our troops, in another quarta- of ^e 
globe, separated from their country by seas covered 
with enemies, and by deserts a thousand times itio^ 
formidable still. Their forlorn ^tuation, however^^ 
neither abated their courage, lior diminished their' 
gaiety. 

If my reader be desirous to appreciate the do- 
mestic slavery of the eastern nations, and is pre- 
pared to shudder at the atrociousness of jealoos^r, 
when it is supported by a received prejudice, and 
when its transports are absolved by religion, let 
him read the following anecdote : 

On the second day's march of our troops, after 
their departure from Alexandria, some of the sc4- 
diers, in passing near Beda, in the desert, met With 
a young woman whose face was covered with Mood- 
th one of h^ arms she held an infent, and extertd- 
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ed thi&.;0^r in search of an object which might 
cither inflict vengeance on her^ or serve her for a 
guide. Their curiosity being excited, they called 
for their conductor^ who was at the same time their 
interpreter} and, on appfoaohin^, heard the sobs of 
this wretched female, whom cruelty had deprived 
of her sight. Astonished at seeing her in this sad 
condition, and accompanied by an infant, in the midst 
of a desert, they questioned her, and learned that 
the shocking spectacle which they had in view^ was 
the eflPect and result of a fit of jealousy* The vic- 
tim dW not dare to murmur, but oflFcred oip prayers 
for the innocept babe which partook of her misfor-* 
tunes, and which was about to perish through mis- 
ery and want. Our soldiers, moved by pity, in- 
stantly gave her a part of their rations, and lost 
. sight of thair own necessities^ on contemplating 
pthers, which were still more urgent. They had 
just deprived themselves of their small portion of 
water which was extremely scarce, and which they 
were about to be absolutely in need of, when they 
saw a madman approach, who^ feasting his sight on 
the Spectacle of his revenge, kept his victims" con- 
stantly in view. He snatched from the woman the 
bread and water she held in her hands, the last 
sources of existence which compassion had just 
Ranted to misery* ''Forbear!" he exclaimed: 
*' she has forfeited her own hc^our, and has tar- 
nished mine. That in&nt is my opprobrium; it is 
the offspring of guilt." Our soldiers endeavoured 
to resist his depriving the female of the succours 
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they had just afforded h«; when his jeajouigr *wa9 
inflamed, because the object of his fury was also 
become an object of pity. He drew a poinard, with 
which he gave his wife a mortal stab; and, seizing 
the infant, heJd it in the air, and dashed it lifeless 
bn the ground. Then, with an air of ferocious 
fetupidity, he stood motionless, looking steadfestly 
at those who smfounded him, and braving their 
vengeance. 

I enquired whether there were any laWs to re- 
press so atrocious an abuse of authority. I was 
told, that this man had done tvrong to stab his nife, 
because, if God had vouchsafed to spare her lifie^ 
this wretched creature might, at the expiration of 
forty days, have been received into a house, and 
kept on charity. 

General Kleber^s division, under the command 
df General Dugua, had marched towards Rosetta, 
to cover the flotilla which had entered the Nile. 
On the 5th and €th of July, the army was in fuU 
march by Birketand Demenhur, the Arabs attack- 
ing the advance-guard, and harassing the main bo- 
dy, insomuch, that death was the portion of the 
straggler. Desaix was on the point of being tatiade 
prisoner, in consequence of his having remained 
fifty paces in die rear of the column. Le Mirewr, 
an officer of distinguished reputation, and who, in 
consequence of a momentary absence, had neglect- 
ed to comply with the request made to him to come 
Up, was assassinated within a hundred paMS <rf the 
. advanccnguard, Adjutant-General Galois was kill- 
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ed in. canyiiig an order ijo the cOHiaaaaader-in-chief; 
arid Adjutant Delanau piade prisoner at a v^ s»^ 
distance from the army, in cfo^siag a diteh. A 
price being den^anded foir hi$ i^n^fn, die Arabs 
disputed tl^ booty among thet^selves, and, to ter- 
Hsiinate the dispute^ blew out th^ bf^iias oC thi^ in- 
teresting young man. 

The Mamelukes, who had coj»e but to nfieet the 
Frenfib army, were «BeJX lor the §? gt time in the 
viciflity of Demenhur* They did aothing more 
than reconsKitve; and their ^pearanqe qn thisoc*> 
caskm, togethei^ with the insignificant battte of 
Chebreissa, had enabled our soldiers to form a 
judgment erf them, and had removed tliat uncer- 
tain emotion, bordering on terror, which is con- 
stantly inspired by an unkngwn enemy. On their 
side, having observed that our army was entirely 
compeaed of infantry, a description of soldiery for 
whom they have a sovereign contempt, they made 
themselves certain of an easy victory, and forbore 
to harass our march, ^hich was rendered sufficiently 
painful by its length, by the heat of the climate, and 
by the sufferiags of hunger and thirst; to which 
miay be added, the torments of a hope constantly 
<iheated, and constantly renewed. In reality, it 
was in the midst of heaps of corn that our soldiers 
wanted bread; while they were a prey to thirst, 
with the image of a vast lak6 before their eyes. 
This punishment, of a new descriptiori, re(juire$ 
explanation, as it results from an illusion peculiar 
to this country. It is produced by the reflection of 
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salient (^)}ect9 on the oblique rays of the sun, re-* 
fhM^ed by the heat of the burning soil; and tins 
phenomaion has so truly the ai^>earance of water, - 
that the observer is deceived by it over and over 
again. It provokes a thirst, which is the more im^* 
portunate, as the instant when it presents itself to 
the view is the hottest thne of the day. It appears 
to me, that an idea of it could not be c<mveyed by 
^ drawing, whi6h would be merely the representa- 
tion of a resemldance. To supply this defect, how* 
ever, it is (Mily necessary to read a report made to 
the Institute erf Cairo, and published by the elder : 
Didot, in which Monge has described and analyzed 
diis phenomenon, with that erudition and sagaci^ 
by wMch that philosopher is characterized.^ 

On tl^e approach of the army the villages were 
abandoned, the inhabitants canying off with them 
whatever might have been useful to the subsistence 
of our troops* 

Pistachio-nuts were the first relief which the soil 
of Egypt afforded to the soldiery; and of this fruit 
they never ceased to retain a grateful remembrance. 
On reaching the Nile, they plunged into that river 
without waiting to undress themselves, to allay 
their thirst by the action of the absorbent vessels. 

When th^ army had passed Rahmanieh, it* 
progress on the banks of the river became less dif-. 
£cult. I shall not fdUow it to all the stations it 
occupied, but shall content myself with observing, 

• See, in the Memoirs of the Institute at Cairo, a paper by this ingenious 
f^n^or on this optical phcnomenoft, which is called mlrdge:. Tr. 
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that on the i9th of July it was encamped i^ Ainm« 
d-Dinar, from whence it set out mi the following 
morning, before day-break ; and that, after a march 
of twelve hours, it reached the vicinity c^:£m« 
babey, where the Mamelukes had cc^ected their 
force, having an entrenched camp, surrounded by 
a clumsy moat, and defended by twenty-dght pieces 
of artillery • As soon as the enemy was discover- 
ed, the army formcjd; and when Bonaparte had 
given his final wders, he said to ^le soldiers, points 
ing to the pyramid: ** Push on, and recollect that 
frohi the summit of those monuments forty centu* 
rks watch over us,^' Desaix, who cbmman^d 
the advance-guard, t>roceeded to the other side of 
the village; Regnier followed to the left; and Ge- 
nerals Dugua, Vial; and Bon, also to the left, form- 
ed a half circle by approaching the Nile. Murad- 
b^y> by whom we were reconnoitred, and who 
could not perceive any cavaby, threatened to cut us 
up like gourds: (this was his expression.) In con- 
sequence of this determination on his side, the 
most considerable body of the Mamelukes, ^ich 
was in front of Embabey , moved and charged 
Dugua's division with so much impetuosity, that 
he had scarcely time to draw up his men. They 
received the enemy with a discharge of musquetry, 
by whi^h they were stopped; and, by a want of 
address on their part, were on the point of falling 
on the bayonets of Desarx's division. A fir^ by 
files, well kept up, was productive of a second sur- 
prise : the enemy hesitated for a moment, a4>d thei^, 



Digitized by 



Google 



60 TRAVELS IN EGYPT, 

endeavoimiig mddeniy: to turn the divi3i<Hi4 passed 
between those of Reyiiier and Deanix, receiving 
the ofoss. fire of both* In this way the discomfit 
tore of this body of Mamelukes coaimenced. Hay-i 
ing no further project^ a part of them returned to 
llmbabey^ nehils another part entrenched thew- 
setve^ in a park planted with. pain]i*trees, to th^ 
west rfthe two divisions, from \^ence they wei© 
dislodged by oiu- riflemcsi. They now took the 
road of the desert of the p}ri!£imidsi and it wa$ af<i 
tcrwards by these Mamelukes that our passage intq 
upper Egypt was di^nited. During thLs time, the 
other divisions, on apja-oaching the village, fo¥in4 
themselves exposed to the fire of the guns ip ^ 
entrenched camp^ an attack on which was decide 
ea. Two battalions were fcained, drawn from th^ 
divisions of Generajs Bon and Menou* and c^<i-i 
manded by Generals Rampon and Mar?niont, which 
^mere to proceed to the village, apd turn the can^p 
by the help of the moat It appeared to the Ma- 
melukes a matter of no great difficulty to smround 
and destroy Rampon's battalion, which was attack- 
ed by the whole of those that remained in the camp. 
On this occasion, the best directed, and most desr 
tructive.fire was kept up by our troops; the Ma- 
melukes, when they made a pretext of seeking .oi;r 
alliance, afterwards told us, that they had no con* 
ception of our resistance. In reality, the best ca- 
valry in the east, perhaps in the whole world, was 
routed at the bayonet's point by a small body of 
infentry. Some of them had their clothes set on 
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fire by our discharges of miasquetary, and/ hailing 
beett tttbrtaily wouodted, were burnt in front of our 
ranks. The defeiEit became genemi; they attempt- 
fed to return to their catttp, whither oar soldier^ 
f4^1owed them^ and entered pell-ifieli wiA the ei«e- 
fHy. Their guiK fell into our hatids; and our divi- 
sions) on coming up, surrounded the village^ atod 
thus deprived them Of that hope of rett-eat. In en- 
deavouring to proce^ alofng the banks of the Nfle, a 
transi^erse wall obstructed their progress, anddWre 
feem back. They now tiirew themselves into the li- 
^er to join the anby of Ibrahim-Bey, Which was sta* 
tioned on the opposite skle, to covfer Cairo* From 
that tnoment it was no longer a combat, but atnas- 
sacre. The enemy appeared to defile for the |mfposd 
of being si^t, and to escape from the fire <rf our 
Itettelions to become a pney to iHe waves, fo the 
midst of this cM^ttage, the sub&me coixtrast^ which, 
©n looking upwiyt*<te, was afiwded by the cle^- s&y 
Of this fine climate, was very stnking. A handful 
of French, led by a hero, had just subdued a cpisa:- 
ter of ^ gldbe: an empire had just chacnged its 
ruler; and the pride of the Mamelukes had been 
completely humbled by the bayonets of our irtfjm- 
try. During this great and terrible scene, the re- 
sult of which was ^ become so impoftant, the dust 
and smoke scarcely obscured the lower part of the 
litmosphere. The morning star, revolving over a 
spacious horizon, peaceably terminstted its career*..* 
a sublime testimony of that immutable order of na<* 
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ture, which obeys the decreed of Ae Etemiil ift 
the calia stillness that renders it still more awful* 

General Menou had, in consequence of hi^ 
wounds, remained behind at Alexandria^^ from 
whence he was to proceed to Rosetta^ to regulate 
the government^ and afterwards to make an excur- 
sion in the Delta. Prior to his setting out for (J^airo, 
he had prevailed on me to accompany him on this 
excursion, to which I consented the more readily^ 
from a persuasion that it would be more intere^rt- 
ing, if imdertaken previously to my visit to upper 
Egypt. In addition to this considerjation, I was 
very glad to accompany an amiable and well-in- 
formed man, with whom I had been several yeao 
intimate. 

We embarked on board an advice*boat^ in the 
new harbour of Alexandria, and spent the whole ^^ 
the day in endeavouring to work out. Our pilo(, 
who was unacquainted with the currents, breakers^, 
and shoals of this Imrbour, after having with somp 
difficulty steered clear of Diamond-point, nearly ran 
us on the ledge of the sniall sand-bank, and brought 
us to anchOT for the night off the mouth of the har- 
bour. I made a drawing of the fortress constructed 
in the island of Pharos, on the site of that celebrate 
ed monument, equally useful and magnificent, of 
that wonder of the world, which, after having taken 
the name of the island on which it was. placed, .has 
transmitted that appellation to all the monument* 
•f the same description. 
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On our setting out the next morning, faite was 
tequaliy unpropitious to us. Scarcely were 'we a few 
leagues out at sea, when a gale of wind came on, in 
'feorisequence of which General Menou was seized 
with a convulsive fit of vomiting, which occasioned 
luHi to fall, his head striking against the breech of 
^ gun. He was insensible i and, as we were not 
able to judge of the danger which might result from 
& large wound he had received, we had some notion 
c^ conveying him to the Orient, which was riding 
at anchor with the fleet off Abou-kif, opposite to 
which place we were at the moment* 
' Oul- seamen beings however, of opinion, that in 
'aT few hours we might reach the Nile, we embraced 
this latter plan, as the one which would the soonest 
terminate the General^s sulerings from sea-sickness* 
A few hours after, we found ourselves, without 
•knowihg it, at one of the mouths of the Nile, which 
we rebognized by the most dreadful picture I have 
ever seen* The water of the Nile, repelled by the 
wind, raised to an immense height the waves j which 
were perpetually forced back and broken, with a 
irightful noise, by the current of the river* One of 
our vessels, which had just been driven on shore, 
and which the waves were dashing in pieces, was 
the only mark which we had of the coast. Several 
other advice-boats were in the same situation with 
oulrsclves, that is to say, in the same perplexity ap- 
proaching each other to hbld a consultation, then 
sheering off to avoid falling onboard and foundering, 
and unable to hold any intercourse except by loud 
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^outs. We were wkhouta coasting fHo^ uid 
were quite at a loss what course to take* In the 
mean time the General grew worse and worse; m4 
we resolved to reconnoitre the bar of the river, jm 
which purpose the boat was hoisted out, and Bpri^ 
necarerre, a chief of battalion, and myself, juH^ped 
into it in the best way we could. We had sca>celjr 
quitted our vessel, when we found ourselves in the? 
midst of an abyss, without being able to distinguish 
any other object, except the curved tops of the 
waves, which threatened on every side to swaUoinf 
us up. At the distance of a third ota league from 
the advice-boat, we made useless efforts to draw* 
near to her; I began to feel the effects of s^' 
sickness, and we were obliged to make ip'c^ 
minds to pass the ni^t in the boat* I had just 
wrapped myself up in my. cloak, to be no longer a. 
witness of our deplorable sdtuation^ wh^ we pt^ 
ed in the wale of a felucca, from the side of which 
I perceived a poor wretch, who had fallen over* 
board in endeavouring to get into a boat, hapging 
by a rope. Wearied with the eflbrts he made tO' 
support himself in this perilous situation, and hit 
strength neariy exhausted, he seemed on the point 
of letting go his hold, and of seeking a water|r 
grave. . This spectacle caused in me such a revpt 
lution, tjiat my sea-sickness went off. I bawled as: 
loud as I could, and the seamen fdllowed my ext 
ample: our cries wer^ at length heard by /the peo^ 
pie on board the jfelucca* At first they could 
not comprehend what was our drift, aund e^earched 
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Iv^y where lidSarediey baiiic to the aid of this poor 
creature, Who had no strength left. At length 
they fouhd him; and it was not too ]ate to snatch 
him 'from destruction. 

' The time tre had lost on this occasion, and ihc 
efibrts ^e had made to keep to windward, in case 
otir dfowiMng man should have fallen into the sea> 
Kad' placed us in a situation which enabled us to 
g€?t 6n board our vessel. We efiected this without 
accident, and found her precisely where we had 
left her, without those on board knowing what 
course to tdkfe.^ The wind was Somewhat abated^ 
tMt the sea very high. When night came, the via^" 
fencie of the storm was considerably diminished. 

The Oeiieral being too ill to come to any determin-* 
«tioii for himself, we held another couneil; in which 
Jt wis decWed, that we should put him into the boat 
in the best way we could, being of opinion that the 
vesbel which was aground, and the breakers, would 
be a sufficient guide to us; and that^ by storing 
between the two, we should find our way into the 
Nile. Our plan succeeded : at the expiration of an 
hour we were in a line with the coast, and, turning 
suddenly to the right, glided along the tranquil bed 
cif the smoothest of all rivers. Half an hour after- 
wards we were in the midst of m most refreshing 
Iftid verdant country; it was exactly quitting Tar- 
tarus to enter by the river Lethe into the Elysian 
fields. This transi^icm wz& the most sensibly felt 
by the Genera!, who was already able to sit up, and 
Who gave us no other uneasiness than from the 
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depth of his wound, which no one dl us had imiS; 
the courage to probe. ' ^ 

Shortly after we saw to our right a fort, and to 
our left a battery, which had been formerly coA* 
structed to defend the entrance of the Nile, but 
which were now a league within. -As these forti- 
fications were not built until after the iAventiort of 
gunpowder, and are consequently not more than 
three hundred years old, this circumstance may 
serve to show the progress the river has mad6 in 
gaining ground at its entrance* The former olf 
them, to the west of the river, is a square fortress, 
flanked with thick towers at the angtes, and having 
batteries, in which are guns twenty-fite fe^t i^ 
length. The latter is a mosque, in the front of 
which is a battery in a iruinous state, provided with 
a single gun of twenty-eight inches hortj the only 
use of wh^ch at present is to procure a safer dc^^ 
try to the pregnant women who sit astride on it, , 

An hour after, we descried, amidst fwe^ts of date^ 
banana, and sycamore trees, Rosetta, situated ^c^ 
the banks of the Nile, which annually washes Jtfae 
walls of its houses, without injuring them; I^inade 
a drawing of this place before we landed. 

Raschid, which the Europeans have named Ro- 
$etta, or Rosset, stands on the Bolbitine branch'^ 
the Nile, and near its mouth, at no great di^tanc^ 
from the ruins of the ancient city of Bolbitinum, 
which must have been situated on an elbow of th«t 
river, where at present stands the convent of Abu- 
Mandur, at half a league's distance from Rosetta, 
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supported by the heights which command the con- 
vent, and iii4iieh must have been formed by ea^rthr 
thrown up by the river: as it is ai^o by ^veral 
oohnnns, and other antiquities, which were found 
dhoni twenty years ago, in repairing the convent. ,: 
• Leo A£rtcanus says, that Raschid wj^s bpilt by f 
GoverBor of Egypt, during the empire pf the Ca- 
liphs. He does not mention, however, the name 
of the Caliph in ifrhose reign it was built, nor th$ 
time g£ its foundation. 

Rosetta contains nothii]^ ourious. Its anpient 
fircumvaUati<ui implies, that it was once larger 
than it is at present. Its origii^ compass is as- 
certained by the sand-banks by which it is covered 
firbmwestto south, and which have been. formed 
hy the vi^alls and tower* that serve at this time as » 
nucleus to these accumulated heaps of sand. The 
population o£ this city, as well as that of Aless- 
andria, diminishes daily. Very few houses are 
built, and those which are put together are m&de 
entirely with the old bricks of tl» buildings, which, 
being left uninhaUted, fall to ruins for want of re- 
pairs. The houses, in gieneral, belter c0nstruf;:tejdi 
than those ctf Alexandria, are^ notwithstanding, so 
slij^it, that were they not fiti^oured by the clinxate, 
which destroys nothing, not one. of them woujkl 
lofBg be left standing at Rosetta. The stories \^hich 
project one over the otJb^r, at length nearly toixch; 
and this venders'the atre^B veiy disttital and ob- 
acure^ The hc^uiea situated pn the brinks of the 
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Nile ore not subject to diia ittcoaimiieiioe; Jlfae 
greater part <tf them bdong to fomga m cr c hmls ^ 
It would be very easy to embetlish this part of t^ 
city, for which purpose it would be skB|ily nece&t 
sary to build on the rirer's^ bank* a quay^ whidk 
should be alteruateiy lined aad provided wi^fli§fat» 
of steps* These houses, indqiendently of hsv|ag 
the advantage c^ a view of the river, have nho tho 
delightftil pros^ct of the Delta, and an island of 
about a league in breadth, possessing aU the beao«» 
ties of a well cultivated garden. 

This island became our property, and the ^pcA 
<tf our daily promenades. We at length madc^ m- 
park, in which w^ amused ourselves with shootings 
a pleasure which was augmented by that oi ctm^ 
osify, since everyvbird wekiUedwas of akind idth. 
which we were unacquamted. 

I remarked that the inbabitante of the left bank, 
of the Nile, that is to say^ of the Delta, were mMo. 
sociable and civilized than the otiia:is; the ^anse lot 
which is, m my opini<Hi, to be ascribed to the en-' 
joyment of a greater plenty, and to the dbscocc ct 
the Bedouin Arabs, who, as they never cross the 
river, leave them in a state of tranquiHity, to which 
those on the other side are totalty strangers. 

On investigating the oaises, we are afanoBtiom 
variably leas disposed to inveigfa against the 6f« 
fects. Is it possibleto urge as so many repraachea 
against the Atabs who cultivate the famd, tiiat thejr 
are suUen^mistrustfiil, avaricious, improvident, and 
Careless about the future^ vrbcn it is ccmsideied 
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liMty iiidepinideBttf of the elactions of the ptopric^ 
t0r of the land^vhich AeytiK, aftd those of the tjo; 
vetous Bey, aad of the Sheik and Mamelukes, a 
^^mndering e«etny in arms watches unceasingly the 
4lfcvourabie opportunity to snatch from the indus^ 
tf ioti& Arab, whatever superfluities he may verituixt 
to display f The money which he can hide, and 
f^ch k a representative of every enjoyment, is^ 
^eretoe^ all Aat he can truly consider as bdonging 
to Mm- Accordingly the ait of burying it in the 
cardi is his principal study; and even when he has 
aooomplished this, he is not without his apprehen* 
sfcms* By appearing be&»*e his masters in rags 
and tatters^ and with a sftudfed display of wretched* 
ness, he can alcme hope to secure from the gr^p 
of their avidity what he kM& hoarded together* It 
behoves him to inspire pi^; and not to commit 
swate his lot woidd be to denoonoe hifti. Anx^ 
ious to amass his dangerous wealth, and unhappy 
when in Hve possession of it, his life is spent be- 
tween the disappointment which results from not 
having procured ity and the subsequent dread of 
seeing it snatched from him« 

It is true that we 1^ driven away the Mame- 
lukes, but«f|i our arrival, m want of all the neces* 
sariesof life, we found .^lat, in expelling them^ we 
had not supped their pis^e. And, indeed, wh6 
but these Mamelukes could subjugate and restrain 
the Sedouin Arabs, however badly armed, and 
howevar iiacapable of remstanoe, having no otfaef 
tamparts than the shtfting saadi^ no other lines than 
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the wide expanse, and no othei- retreat Ai* i^ 
immensity of die deserts? Had we ehdeavoured 6* 
bring them over to us by an offer of lands to cuWi 
vate, we know that in Europe the peasant who be^ 
comes a huntsman forbears from that mbtnetat td 
cuftivate the land. Now the Bedouin is a hunt^ 
man from his infancy, and habitually so. Slollt 
and independence are the basis of his cfaaractei^ 
and to indulge the one, and protect the oduer^ he is 
unceasingly in an a^tated state, allowing hims^ 
to be harrassed and tormented by want. We had, 
therefore, nothing to offer to the Bedouiils which 
could be equivalent to the advantage of their |^il* 
dering us; a calculatiiMi which is invariably the 
basis of all the treaties they ent^ into. 

Envy, that torment fircMn which the abode i^i^iii 
itself is not exempt, hovers also over iShe burning 
sands of the desert. The Bedouins, in wagihg w^ 
igainst all the nations of the universe, confine theii^ 
hatred and their eifvy to the Bedouinsalone, who 
do not belong to their tribe. To them all wars ai^e 
alike; and as soon as the tranquillity of Egypt H 
disturbed, either by an intestine quarrel, <Mr by n 
foreign enemy, tiiey take the fidd. Without at- 
taching thfemselves to dther party, they take advata^ 
tage of the contest tb plunder both. When we 
landed in Afrtcia, they dispersed themselves amotig 
our ranks, and cari'ied off the stragglers, in tbd 
same way th^ they would have plundered the iii-^ 
habitants of Alexandria, if they had ventiited fitwil 
withinside their fortifikJations, 46 try Ae' issue of ai 
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llie BedhnBi^:k tdiae ftnmd. . N4^ver bickward to 
Are«t, beoMse all ^e st^ndafions jooade with! them 
are acpompamed by presents, they are .true' to no 
^0their ;ebgQgeniQnt thSkn the one which necessity im- 
poses^ They arej Iw^rever, neil;her cru^l nor vin*. 
dietive; » Ther FrenQh whom. they have made pri* 
fonei?, ifa describing the hardships jtjhyey suffered 
durmg their captivity, considered them rajhef a$ die 
effect of the mode of living adopted by this n^don^ 
than as the result of their .barbarity « Several of ;our 
officers iK^iiad fdlen into their hatids have told mci 
tbat the labour which was required of them was 
neither cruel nor excessive: they had, to attend on 
the women, and to load xmd drive the aciscis and 
camelsi / It is true that it was neoessaty to encamp 
apd decanqp continually, fbr which piirposeiall the 
camp equipage was kept packed up^ and in^ less 
than a quarter of an hoiir the cavalcade was in mo^ 
tion« This equipage consisted of a niiU to grind 
Ae cOTn and co&e,. of a ^und iron plate^ on which 
to b^e t}|e flal cakeSy of a large coffee-pot^ a small 
one, a few dried goat-skins to hold the watet,:a few 
sacks of com, and the lent cloth, >in which all these 
articles were wraj^d. A handful of ro^ed cartk^ 
and a dozen of dates, were the customary ration on 
the marching dajrs^ accompanied by a stnall allows 
ance of water, which, on account of its scarcity, 
had been applied to every other purpose before it 
was employed to callay the thirst* These officers, 
tdwever, not having been galled by any ill treat- 

VOL, !• T 



Digitized by 



Google 



7S TAAVttSlKJAYHT. 

kiait^ Itttfattiinrf lid iiteqiUHbg t agt^ifti the Bew 
douinS) Wlnme captives they haid Mn^ and urboit 
wntebed condition tbdf had ^aotte noOuoi^ Matt 
tiian share. 

The Bedouins^ destitute of Veli^bM pi«}iidiciri^ 
and without any external foftn of wor^hipi art 
fHends to toteratiotl. Among tbetn a few revttcd 
«ttitomB »up{)ly th^ place of lawaj and their prin- 
dpies bear the re^mblance of rirtues wticb ^naw^ 
all ihe purposes tsS their^partial asiodatiotei add of 
&tir pMnrml govemtaeiit. 

I i^haU here dte :^tr^t of thtir hofejutality^ A 
Fttu^h officer had been sevcaral months prisdner tp 
a chief of the Aral>i> whose camp was! sntrpriztd m 
the night by our cavalry^ and who had barely tinie 
to «9a^5 his t&m^ cattle^ aikl pnnrisiohs^ . having 
lallen into our ha|Kls« On the following day^ fttgi« 
tive^ ScAftdry^ and without ahy rescmrc^i he drew 
ftiOa his pocket a cake, and^ presenting, the half of 
It to Ui prisbfier, said to hhn: ''I do tiot know 
When we diaU have any more food; bitt I shall not 
ht kt^jiA^ of having reftited to share my^iast mor» 
*el with one whom I esteem as my fiiendvV Jls it 
possi^ Mhate^uch a nation, however ferOcioUs it 
imy otherwise be? The sobrie^ of the Bedouins^ 
when conpaated with the artifidal Uranta #e. liave 
created, give% thein an evident advimtage ova: uS) 
ah4 1 do not know how such itten can be easily sub« 
jligated, w brouj^ over by persuasion^ They 
will have the eteriud h&proadi to uige against us, 
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So ieiq^ u wc w^ti tt«t^ ]|fcM§t^i(^ <^J?piro, the 
Idiafatomte irfllie brake of ^ Nitei ^^^ 
eitisltencc ki Egj^t « ycry prc«rrQiw, hwilHswk 
<m i^ipareot M&miiaioii to our ^rwrjr on it? pawng 
*rbttgh^lfterritf»7. ^t^rtoiipjpg, hpw?v?r, b? 
doubt bidl^ that our tnocq^ woi^ bfs apoecUJy aiioihlr 
tetedbf ilii&'invinc&kjyrants/they ha^darod, pithcr 
»in^ a vie^ lb 4Nb^a ir pfHrdra frpm th^ l9tt^ f^ 
liaVing 9U»mitted toi»i, or u$ in^^ ^lygfir pr^fea^ 
•itp/to pTuhder, ^ co^t irf: ^ water- w<k^ and to 
fo icm ihfiQb^uJ» which 9r6r§ oither forwanl^ to 
the aisbTi tar ^rexfifef^^ninf fifcm <jhe onpainpiiifiift^ 
aevectl iof ^ia& Itotehftd bfpn oblige^ *0 t^ 
iMiek, after; hiarkig been otipo$4d to ^im;hsirgtf q( 
muAetsy tor z. B]pA^ it^dt^cie 

iitttMdLS ttr^settofe parttmd^Jf m9^ by ^ iqh^l^ 
itanls of the vfllages of M^ufeij^ «kI Tfoni. A 
{HhlaB aniod veaaelftbd a^o^hmimt of tiroapsymm 
«tent a^^ast tliem;;«n4 in Ai»Mp€4itJion lyr^ m- 
f^sgpd. Our instnioljgtofBt^of * |«lc#p j|^tw«; 
teid) iafier taking hi^agosy we:^iec$pt^d tl)eir svb- 

A few days aft»j hpotibefhtijk Jtotdingbefin^* 
^)Kltiliedtfiii^X3aird^ no «^^^^ 60»)d ^ 44>}sain- 
^kfatatcw toiler crew: We tearMd 4&kt|gitb &9^ 
^Afc ^Inhftbitayifii ttiemsehiqi, thM ^IteJbtd bo^lt- 
isackeid oh die other aide.oC ¥m; lajii jtI^:^po9. 
fde^/lhejiMiilciJof wfaom^^aslflseeii WQSOdet^ h»d 
^fdmped hiiukA^ iiifotir, md bad b$«i^^a^ on 
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rrsy they had been conducted to Sakme, snd^diantf 

shot Ceneral Memm^ tfa^iking it ncrcgitfyto 

make a grtet example, two huiiA«l men wne pW 

tei board ahalf xebec^ and several barks; and wd 

landed within half a league of Sahnie. One ;of 

%he detachments sUirdunded the Tillage, wlafe 

another marched almig ^ banks <rf*'tiie lirer; 

and a third, by which the ^ircumvallalion :wat 

to be completed, took up its gromid: two ieaguea 

below. We founds the enemy moantod,* and dik 

•battle array, in front df the tillagc*^ They.wci* 

'beforehand with us in the attack, andcaaie .'witbitt 

Ae reach* trf* our bayonets. Several crf'dieirfbeadni 

'having be^i kiHed by our firstdisckarge iof imak^ 

iy, the rest,^finding vdiemselves surromidcd^ ^soop 

-fled; Tlie third div4^oii,^M4iidi was :to have c*t off 

'their retreat, not beiiiig come up mtlme,^ lhe£lieik 

-knd- his followers escaped.- * The viUagd was 4eliv^ 

^red up to plunder during the remaJBdri^.xtf 1^ 

day; and when ni^t came, 'Waa 9dtSsm..to.::Si0 

' long as iht darkness htMed^ ihe flames, fand the dis* 

-charges of musketry, gave notice t6 an jc^iteitt fof 

-six leagues rouqd, that the voigeance we hadloh 

"l^t^d w^ te^l^ mid cbmplete* ' ,. j, j^ 

- > We retunied tol^w^M^eteaJiAiJ&tiSH 

i|]irovince i^d been convdied, and' wfere assfiodilfal 

-They listened widi respect and resignodoaito iim 

-ma^SsbtO) which was lead ta^iem^ reiatiiTC t6 tibe 

' f xpeditioii,' and to tfab bases cm wfaidi the iie>r.ior- 

pmz2^^ oS Sained vv^t to ^be estahiirfiffd^ : Ai^ 
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wfaconrite F/nmc3i IkkI just ^isposses^ aiid prOf 
ncnke^issMi be.:was^^siBiit:ta of^Ut^ tile fogiliY^ 
^d^dbitants of 1ite:yiilage» imcLto^briiig iii^4e^tar 
tkmof them, iririch airivcd three days after. The 
4ct*ohnifeiirtIby .whieh the ancioxt Sheik hpd been 
€sc0rted> mis.wefl re^veidby the inh^hants; and 
fb^ deputies told us on thdir amtal, dmt-th^ 
'fe<)uklt«eeo^f)Me the patern feeHngs ofrthpse by 
tf^c»n itbdr punirfiment hitd been ipfliqted. They 
fiould perceive very cl^aHy that im meant them no 
imm^: niiSkceweJtwd put to d^th nine only of the 
«feid^r»^:raifdliadbiu:ned but one quarter of the 
«ifege« vThey jx>n$equently; regarded us as ccm- 
qiierors who ksiew how to put bounds txx pi|r ve^* 
^geAac^ Tliey v adiied, , thpit th^: fire fauLb^en ex^ 
tingublMKi; tlmt tbeiho^M^.i^f .th^;#igl^ Sheiif: 
iiad beda deatfx^^j and^thfeitihey :ika4£»^^nted aM 
;diefcwlsa»dge^se they had tp tl^ soldiers^ who 
imd :pii!t:a period to^the^remcrs^by-whio^ they had 
4ieent(maented fcr;thi;ee^W##s pa3t«n v rr - ; 
r Weestabtii^bied an Qrdk»iEily pp^ta(t Sal|tft|t, in ccmj- 
4xn widi^theiieigbfootering dktr^v and. oiwpc^^r 
-cd xAir expeditioii i^ malcieg a cp^t th^Hg^ th^ 
fcouatry. InaU^ tibe *5!^i^e9 irei^^i^r f% :Wft. mj^ 
with arOTecptim is4m^r4i^itt;b^;|gfli^^^^ qf 

^fejEtKlBi^tto^ ,We««^.ijeceiifedjt^^^ 
i4B^ud<pe]^(»»^.0f iihe Q(»uH^,,i«ho JbPO^.ihe jyaM^ 
taiaida uidbr cmit^xi^^ |t 

:ims neces^ottyjito be aoqaKi^jd widi itjie abuses 
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dentif of ivfaieh/'bdiig sedtici^ 'by' 
wlii&Iidhaneehad«ft)rdftd«s, of ebsening^tiiectts^ 
Corns of file eomiirjr, in tile noraU ii wiioh m 
w^re aboiit to effect a change, we fbr dik taMrili 
lowed tkin^ t0 retnaih «i ihtfy wefe; 
' A house of puftKe «iiitettiinment, '^fattdi 4til 4l> 
taiost inv^ably betotfged to the M»imM£s, bere.^ 
tofore the l<Mrd ^sM master of the vittage;' «^ ftti 
nished'in a moment, i^drdkig tb^^the'&rti£db'«f 
the country, wi^ mats, carpets, lUidcju^acns. A 
Inumber of attendaiilB, in. the "first place, lirapgia fai 
perfulned water, ^{les^and coiB^. liatf an hoiil 
afterwards a carpet Was sppead, midline the ^datibt 
part diree or four dffibieiit l:in^/)f ht^d'and^xsaiEes 
were laid in heaps, the centre^ bei«ig c»lv«red wi^i 
smfall dixies of fruits, sw^setm^ts^-^cleaiiis; sice; 
4ht greiater part of thfem J^retty ^gckKt, aic^Tcry 
highly perfiimed.. llii«^waa^ don(4dered tbot av a 
^jfi^t repast, whidh was oWr in W Afw lalntat^ 
In the course, how'everi <if twx^ hocmii ^itkirfsiin^ 
carpet was covered afresh with iafgii^kanttB, ia^ 
ttehse dishes of rice, eitfier tyoiled nk Juilki for/iki a 
i^ch gravy soup; halves of sheet^l^adlyfiroaated, 
lai^ quarters <^ vetf, bailed hi^ds'bf diPereokaki^ 
teal^, ^Bd Mf or sixty: odlieir ^dBehiss^ Ml odwdei 
together, consisdng of highly^tdKsciicdnigoiits;^ 
^tables, jellie4, sweatmeats, and Imn^ ^m lia^ 
x^omb. lliere Were t^itiber chaitn, fjtatea^ jqpot^h^ 
i:»*k«, drinking-gtasses, nor Mpkitti eflifih' ef dr 
guests, squatted on the ^mid, topk nsj^ the lioe 
in his filers, tore ibfi meat in .pieces iwith his 
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muls> dipped the I^ead in the ragouts, * and wiped 
his hands and lips with a slice of bread. The water 
was served in a pot; and he who did the honours 
of the table took the first draug^ In the same 
way^ he was the firs( to taste the different dishe^ 
^ well to prevent his guests front harbouring any 
3uapici(His of him, as to shew them how strong an 
interest he took in their safety, and how high a 
value he set on their persons. The napkins were 
liot brought until after duiner, when each of the 
glie^ts washed his hands* He was then sprinkled 
over with rose-watpr; and the pipes and coffee 
produced* 

When our repast was ended^ our places were oc# 
oupied by the natives of the second class, who were 
very soon succeeded by others. From a motive 
pf religion a poor beggar was. admitted; jiext came 
pic attoidants; and lastly^ all thoae who chose to 
paxtake^ UD:til nothing was left. If these repasts 
caimot boast the convenience of ours, and the elcr 
gsmce by which the appetite is whetted* it is im* 
pofisible not to h(^ struck by the abundance, by 
^ frank hoqutali^ they display, and by the sq? 
briety of the guests, who, notwithstanding there 
ire^ many dishes, do not remain mcnre than ten 
liunutes iit the table* 
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CHAPTER V. 

The British fleet descried^ and naval battle of 
Abaukir.... Formation of islands and banks at the 

* mouth of the Nile. ...False reports sent to Europe 
of the situation of the army, and natural adoantages 
of Egypt.... March of a caravan from Eosettaidof^ 
the coast. . . . Wrecks of the battle of Aboukir....Pei^ 
insula of Aboukir, and supposed ruins qf Canopy 
and Heraclea.... Jackals... .Setum to Sosetta. ' 

Ok the m(WTiing of the firrt of Au^sf Ve were mas- 
ters of Egypt, Corfu, and Malta; and the securit|t 
of these possessions, annexed to France, seemedj^ 
in a great measure, to depend on ttie tMrteen ships 
of the line we had with us. The pdwerforEngliaii 
fleets which were cruising in the Metfiferrai^aiii 
could not be supplied with stores and proYisic^ 
without much difficulty and an enoitnous expense* 
Bonaparte, who was sensible of all the advan-^ 
tages of such a position, was desirous* to secure 
these advantages, by bringing our fleet hito the 
harbour of Alexandria; and o^red two thousand 
sequins to any one who should accomplish this. K 
is said that several of the captains of merchantmen 
had sounded, and found a passage for the fleet into 
the old harbour. The evil genius of France, how- 
ever, counselled and persuaded the Admiral to moor 
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tt^^kip^ in the bay of Aboukir^ andrthusrto cfaahgi 
in one day the'rcsult of a long train of successes. 

In the course of the afternoon chance led us to 
Abu-Mander, the convent I have already mention- 
ed^ ^d which terminates a pleasant walk from Ro^ 
^setta alc^the rivei* side. When we had reached 
-the tower which, commands the monastery, we des- 
crieda fleet of twenty sail. * To come up, to range 
themselves in a line, and to attack, were the opera- 
tions of a minute. The first shot was fired at five 
^'clock ; ahd shortly after, our view of the move* 
inents of the two fleets was intercepted by the 
slnOke. When night came on we could distinguish 
somewhat better, without, however, being able to 
^ve to account of what passed* The danger to which 
1w were exposed, of falling^ into the hands of the 
smallest troqp of Bedouins which might come that 
way, did not draw our attention from an event by 
which we wetfe so strongly interested. Rolls of 
:f^ incessantly gushing from the mouths of the 
Oiumon^ evinced clearly that the combat was dreads, 
fill, and supported within equal obstinacy on both 
sides* On our return to Rosetta we climbed oA 
tbe roofs of the houses, from whence, at ten o'clock, 
'we perceived a strong light, which indicated a fire* 
A lew minutes after we heard a terrible explosion, 
, nduch was followed by a profound silence. As we 

• Throughout the Whole of this narirative ef the defeat of the French 
fleet in Aboukir-baj, it should be recollected, that it is the production of a 
Frenchman, who either would not, or could not, see things precisely a» 
they were. Thete were fihcCh nil only, iaciuding the Mutine hrig. 

Trakslator, 

Vol. !• V 
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had seen a. filing i;^pf upi fiiolA tbt l$ft to thei^ghti 
oa the object in flames^ we: drew ft opfy^lusion that 
it n^s one of tiie ex>eiB^'3 sbJ^ which Wi been set 
fire to by our peof>te; tod we inopntfiid the fiiknc? 
which ensued to the mtneat of the £ngU«b> whp^ 
as our ^ps were mooredi wei:^ e*clusiv^^y in 
possessipn of the range of the bay, ajid who, con- 
sequtntly, could persevere in, or difiK^ontinup the 
combat It pleasure. At eleven o'clock a dow fire 
was kejpt up; and at midnight thp action again^bct 
came gedensd: it continued until two in the morn* 
in^. At day-break I was at the advanced posts; 
ind, ten minutes after, the fleets were once more 
engaged. At. nine o'clock aiK)ther ship blew up. 
At ten four sbips^ the only ones which were not 
disabled, and whiich I could distinguish ta be 
French^ crowded their sails, and quitted th^ field 
x>f battle, in the pQsse^si<m of which they appe^ed 
to bci as they were neither attacked nor followed. 
Such was the phantom produced l^y t]p^ enthusiasii^ 
of hope. 

I took my station sA the tower of Abu-Mandur, 
from whence I counted twenty-five vessels, half of 
which were shattered wrecks, and the others inc^r 
pable of manoeuveringto afford them assistance. For 
f hree days we remained in this «tate of cruel uncer- 
tainty. By the help of my ^ing-glass I had mad? 
a drawing of this disastrous scene, to be enabled 
the better to ascertain whether the morrow would 
be productive of any change. In this way we 
cherished illusion, and spumed at all evidence, un- 
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til at kngdi, ^ {^sage acwss the^ b^ bdngCtut 
off, and the coiAiHunicatiofit idth A|(prKmidria uitdr^ 
cepted, we found that our situation' was aSterad; 
end ^dty ^parated firom the mother ooiin|rjry /^ 
were Ibecome tiiie inhafbitatnts o£ a^dktant ccitony^ 
where we idliould be ^figM to depend on ouroail 
resources for subsistence ttntil tte peaicc. We 
learned, m- short, tMt the Engli^ fleet llad sur^ 
ft)unded our line, whieh was not moored suiBcienife^ 
iyxiesLt to the island to be protected by the batteries; 
and that the enem^f , formed in a dqoble. line, h^ 
kthtcled our ships one aft^r the o^cr^ xnd faad hf 
this maneeuvre, which prevented tilein from aatiog 
in eoricert, rendered the one half of rkhe fieet imtms^ 
of ^e desftrtKjfioA of the Otter bsi£. We lealaed 
tirat It wa;^ the OrkfnH pAiidk blew np at tdw o'olodl 
at night, and ^ He#Mle thd fdSemm^. laohaDl^i 
and that *e captaite*^" &(c «hips ©f the line; th* 
GtiiHaume TeJl affid l&ertetJeuoB, «ndoF the Irigatea^ 
la Diiane aikl la Jugtte^r,^ pbrcdving^ttot the rei^ of 
#te fltet hsid f^Shn it&ib ttfae leBeiqyts^ fajands^i had 
tsGkieft adv4iftage of a m^^dient.of laiciitu^ andiinK 
acti^m on the pait of^dle Ea^ish to effect tJaearess 
cape. We leaified^ taJstiy; that the fir^t of AAguii 
UmA brdken &e uiiitjr of! xwar fohaefe; aiid that thE 
destr^^ion of c^r feet, by which the lustm of txor 
glory was tami^ifedi^ had i^stoied lK)iA|3 eneHijitU 
em{H^ec^theMedi«b#raiiean; in ailpise^vhiciaba^ 
been wrested fihom lliem by tise matcMess ekploits 
of ovii arniies, and w^ieh x^ould on^Hai^ been s§^ 
cured to us by the exi^noc itf our ships of war. 
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Our position was entirely changed, in tlie pqs^ 
sibitity of being/iittaekecl, we were under the ncc^cs^. 
mty of making preparations fpr our d^nGe> f«r 
which purpose a general iospeotton of qu^ diflSsieft^ 
positions was madC) the entrance of tl^ NMcjfiH'r^ 
tificd, and a battery erected on lofte of the Mands^' 
. During one of our reoonmiilering parti^ wp rgr 
turned to theboghassy or bar of the Nile, whicl^wsia 
at that time nearly ^ its greatest hf ight^ smd had.^ 
Opportunity of seeing the efioFts made by the weight 
bfifhis river agrfnst the waves of the sea, w^l^, 
at thus seascm of the year, are impelled twelve 
Hours daily by the north wind> in a directio9 op^ 
{K>site to that of the course ofthe river- From thi^ 
JDonfhct of.contaiding waters tj^re results a s^qd. 
l^ank,. which, gradtiaUy augmenting) becomes ^ 
island^ and dividtethe curreiil of th^ river^ ^n^i]^ 
two branches; eachixf which has its distinct skd£. 
The eddy of these ^Ives throws on the be^ch § 
part of the sand whidi the (^mrmthad swept alongi 
and by this heajang up of .sand the two hr^OPh^ 
muTow by degrees, until one of them gainiQ^;ai^ 
ascendency over the other, die weakest of th¥m 14 
ehodced up, and the island b^omes nv^ jiand^ 
The bmnch which remains so(m forms anotiie^ 
sand-bank, an island, two new hranches^;:^. &C4 
In this way, it appears to me, the most natural px« 
jihmation may i^ given <^ die ancient geography 
of the branches of the Nile, as well as ci the \oy^ 
age of Mendius in Homer, and of the clmpges x>ii 
^ I>eHa, the ait^ of whi<di mij^ in the Qrsk i^t 
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^rtaiice;haye been a gulf, theii.a: oandy beftolH -tad, 
testly, a cultivated xcmntiy, . covered with superb 
jcides and abiMidant ctops^ and intersected by omals^ 
which, the soil havbg been either drained or water- 
ed with skill, might have dispensed abundance over 
the whole of the. surfiEU^ of this new country. Af- 
terwards, in the lapse of. time, and in consequence 
cf the.calamities insepamble fiom revolutions, some 
€^ the parts of/ this territory, thus gained from the 
tea, may have been deserted, while others may have 
become salt springs; and lak^ may have been 
fieKtmed, neirt destroyed, and finally^ r^roduced 
wider a^new modificajdon of matter^ Ciuials, choak- 
ed up, may have changed their cou|*se, and havt 
Jbeen lost. If this be granted^ why, in our unoer«> 
tain researches, do we enquire where the Bc^bitinei 
and CanojAo branches.of the Nile, the branch of Be- 
renice, &c. &c, were situated? , 
- The plants wluch are produced in the fii^t j^ace 
ioA Ihe new land, are three or four kinda of sea 
weeds,r round which tte sand throws itself up in 
J^aps^ From its surface they spring up afresh ; and 
tfa^ir subsequent decay furnishes a manure which fa« 
■vours the vegetation of reeds. These reeds . give a 
greater elevation and a grater solidity to the soU. 
The.date-tree now a{^)ears, and by its shade jwcr 
veots the sudden evaporation of the moist^rje,.and 
rendera the soA frvi^ and productive, as may be 
acsen in the <mviroQs of the fi^tress of Raschid, from 
wheiK^, in the time of the £mperor Selim, the guns 
a fill! co^miandof the sea, and which is now a^ 
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league from the sea^sAHii^^ sumonded fagr fin^eats of 
palm-trees, beneath the aindrcf ishii^ other fhaCl 
trees flonrish together with aH tfaevcgetakdes tiiat 
are prdduced ia the best cultldrated gardens. 

On this expedition I saw at the mouth <rf*tfae riv^ 
er, a munber of pelicans and jerbM. On examiniDg 
the fortress oTRaschid, I observed that it had been 
constructed oi parts of old buikfings; and that dey^* 
eral of the stones of die embrasurea were of tiie fine 
free-stone of upper Eg3rpt, and stiU covered |rilh 
hieroglyphics. On visiting the $ubterraneou8afart^ 
ments, ve came to magaeines filled witb cJd aorml 
and armotir, such as cross-bows, arrMrs, smordiia 
the shape of those used iadie time of the oroaadca^ 
helmets, Sec. Inrmnmagkig these magazines a gMdt 
tmmbcr dP bats as Isoge as pigtM^ Asw^ttt. Th^ 
were shaped exactly like the wood-fikuve«tei vtf UU 
fcd several of them. 

After the loss f£ our leet, a part ^f the troq^ 
which were atHosetta had been distribirted inteMiH 
parties in die fortresses and balteries; aaid as tt had 
been found necessary to keep lip a oomBuinieatioii 
between Alexandria and Roselta, t^ the establbh^ 
ment of caravans between these two {^ues, by 
Aboukir and the desert, and to empk^ a certain 
mmiber of soldiers for the protcfctioa of these 
caravans against the Arabs, too few fst them were 
leftatRosettatododie garrison dut|r, and to defend 
the placein the case of an attack. It wastherefere 
^ Med to form a militia, to be n^e up of the tnu 
, speculators, and, in shcMt, ^f all those idBe, 
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«Viiide]ifi|g).and Srresolate vQien» who came up from 
AkxMKkia, ch* who were abeady returned from Cai^ 
m< Th^9Q 0111194/^ of a cjkmbtful descripticm, cor* 
nipted by the can^MUgns of Italy, having heard that 
^ -^SyP*^ ^ harvests were the most abundant in the 
tmlvfanse, had imagined th^t the fortimes of those 
who shotikl be the first to take possession of such 
a country would be made to their hands. Others^ 
tDf a debauched character, and whose minds had 
Jieen fisneinatcd by the relations which Savary has 
^ven, had quitted Paris ^ seek new pleasures at 
Cairo. Others, lastly, l^d come out as specula* 
tor a, to^ suj^ly the wants of the army, to watch the 
etate of the timrkbts, and to procure and seU at a 
high pi;ice whatever the colony might need. The 
Beys had, however, c^ed, off with them dfcom 
£a«PO «B . tlbe money a^d i^ioh otoveable property; 
and the pcqmlace had pillsi^d the houses of tl:^ 
inore. bpiriient inhabitamt$ beliEH^e we had obtained 
{NMPe9ti<» of tlMJt city. Bonaparte considered the ' 
iqppcMStment of anay-forxusll^s as unnecessary ^ 
4md the fleet of ma?chaiitinen was bloc)(ed up by the 
English. These eomfaifi^ cir^umstatiees tlu?ew 
a dark ctoud over £gy|^,. to these tn^veUers at least, 
who were syrpiiEed at. findi^ thenu^lvas in a cap* 
tiw state, defeated in their prcjeots, aad obliged 
taocmimr towards the d^^io^ and cnrganizaticm dT 
an establisbment, the aim of which was no less 
than the consoUdation of the ibrtune and giory kA 
the nation at large. They accordingly, in let- 
ters destined &r France^ entered into the most me^ 
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lancholy detatb; uA these lecters, "mhidt mttm 
' intercepted b]r the Ki^&Ay co myamtc d to mislead 
them as to our real situation. From a persuasioa 
diat we were <!tying widi hunger, they sentus baidt 
our prisoners, to hasten tiie m o m e Ml of our des- 
truction; and publlriied m their newqiapers that 
onehalf of our army was at the hoqntal, whikhalf 
the remainder was employ^ in leading the others 
who were blind* At this time, however, ^IV^ 
£gypt supplied us abundantly with the best com^ 
and lower Egypt with the finest rice. The so^o^ 
made in the country costs only half the price of the 
sugar in France; and the innumoabk herds of b«f^ 
faloesy oxen, sheep, and goats, both belonging to 
the cultivators and to the Arab sh^herds, alnin« 
dandy supplied a n£w consun^tion at the time of 
our landing, securing to us plenty, and even soper^ 
fluity for the future. To these resources we could 
add, as so many luxuries lor our tables, fowl, fiah^ 
game, vegetables, and frdt^ o[ every description. 
Such were the objects of prime^ neeesoity and of 
luxury which £g3l)t aflbrded to these calumniatiMrs, 
who were in need of gold to repair the abuse they 
had already made of it, and who, being unfdble.to 
find any, could perceive nothing around them ex- 
cept burning sands, a perpetual sun-dune, gnats 
and fleas, dogs which prevented them from ^ep« 
ing, intractable husbands, and women who ^s- 
played their haggard necks, while their fitces wore 
veiled. 
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. Let us^ lK>weyftr^ aJwidqa to the mercy of. th« 
vdnds tius swarm of butterflie$, which collect where- 
ever a gltmpw of soJOKshine is to be caught; and^ 
glancing kito. futuri^) see our conquests and th^ 
peace lay c^en the ports of Alexandria^ bringing 
tfaitl^i: skiUul mvl industrious cultivatoris^ useful 
merchants, and, in short, settlers who, without ter- 
■ rif3ring themBclves because Africa does not resem- 
ble Europe^ williiind that in £gypt a man may, for 
li»ee ^fi^pence, have a sufficient, quantity of die 
best rice in the world, for a day's consumpticm: 
tfaitt a part of the grounds which the inundations 
'liave deserted, may be cuhivatied by means of irri- 
gation: diat wind-mills would raise the water to a 
greato^. height than diet nmplbinf^ with pots, which 
are at present employed, and which require so much 
attendaaee and so many^oiien: that the islands of 
tibe Nile^ and the grtoter part of die Delta, have 
need akme of setders fr^m the. West-Indie^ to pro- 
duce the finest sug^-canes on a territory which 
will not be destcuQttve to the population: that on 
Approaching G4iro, and (m the other sijie of that 
city, a little ameUoration will su&ce to rival the 
j^ntadons of indigo and cotton to be found else- 
where: andthatf while th^^ are making a sure and 
handsGsae fcxrtune, they will.live under the benign 
inAu^ice of a pure and hieajithy climate^ on the 
banks of a river of an almost miraculous descrip- 
tien, the advantages o£ which c^mot be recapitu- 
lated. To conclucje^ they will see a new colony 
spring up, with cities ready buUt, and with skilful 
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workmen, accustomed to toils suidinuwd to the cti- 
mate, by whose aid, and by the kelp c^the canili 
which are ah-eady traced out, they wW, in a few 
years, create* new provinces, the fiiture abundance 
of which cannot be doubted, since it will depend oa 
modern industry alone to restore to them dieir aiu 
cient splendour* 

With respect to our heedless soldiers, lehey anu)^ 
ied themselves at the expence of our seamen who 
had been beaten; and having heard diat Mbtirad^ 
Bey had a white camel covered ift^ith gold and dia- 
monds, their conversation was entirely engrossed by 
Mourad-Bey and his white camel. For my ipart, X 
was to visit upper Egypt; and I laid aside ail ftir. 
thet reflections relative to our situation un^Bi3r re- 
turn from thence. 

Our excursion in the Delta was retarded by some 
pressing business which General Menou had to 
transact. I resolved to avail myself of this deky^ 
by returning and visiting by land die part of Egypt, 
the coast only of which I had seett in coming from 
Alexandria by sea; and for this purpose I joiiHcd a 
caravan to go in quest of the ruins of Canopus. 

A considerable number of the native inhabitants 
had joined the escort of the Caravan s when, on qt&U 
ting the city at the close of the evening, it begaiito 
spread itself over the yellow and sleek sur&ceof the 
sandy hillocks which surround Rosetta ; it prodCi^« 
cd the most striking aiKl picturesque eflfect ima^n- 
able. The groups of soldiers, those of the hwt- 
chants in their different costumes, sixty hrden ta- 
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pin^f aft^e^fu^ Bumber of Arab guides^ the horses, 

fmt»% foot travellers^ and a few instruments of mi- 

iiHuy mjtisk:, gave the animated semblance of one 

of th^ finest pictures of Benedetto, or of Salvator 

RoMu As soon as we had descended the hillocks, 

and.po^acd thepalm-trees, we entered a vast de^ 

«ert, ti» horizontal line c^ which is broken by a 

few smaU briek monument alone, intended to pre- 

wat thctravcltter from. Ipsicg: himself in th^^ wide 

expftnat^ iand without wluch the smallest error in 

the ofMsning of th^ ar^le would bring him, by a 

JoQgthened Une^ iato a direction very different from 

^ one he JiEi^ant to take. We proceeded, amid 

the silence of the desert and of the night, over iiv 

onistaliopS' of salt, which gave some small degree 

of scdidttjr to the moving sands, our cavalcade be- 

h^pno^ded.by a detachment of soldiers, ^ext 

tAme.thelrifveUars^ then th^ beasts of burden, and 

lasfly, a«ot]iei^ detachment to protect the convoy 

finom the Bedo»iiii Arabs, who, when they are not 

mmfficmit force to attack in front, sometimes car- 

;7y off the atrngglers Hfithin twenty paces of the rear 

of the caraviaa. 

' We reached the Ma-aykie At midnight, when the 
rising mo<m iighted up » new scene. The shore, 
to the^^xtiBnt 9f fow les^ues, was covered by 
wrecks, ;wbich enabled us to form.an estimate of tl^ 
km we had sustained at the battle of Abpukir. To 
iprpcureafow nails^ or a few iron boopa, the Mander- 
ing Atrial, were empkigried in burning on the beach 
the naBCs, gun-cam^ipes^ boats, &c. which had 
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been constructed at so vast an expense in our p^A&t 
and even the wrecks of which were a treasure in a 
country where so few of these objecte were to be 
found. The robbers fled at our approach; and 
nothing was left but the bodies of the wretelie4 vic^ 
tims, drifted on the loose saiid, by Which they jvere 
half covered, and exWbiting there a^ specilicle.aa 
sublime as terrific. The sight of these distress 
sing objects plunged my soul 1^ degrees in a S«q> 
melancholy. I ^nde^vomrd to shfun tii^se'terri* 
lying spectres, but in vain; aft tbo$e i:hatocaBqie 
across me attracted my attention by their various 
attitudes, and made different ivanfr emoh a on my 
mind. But a few mon^s befinre/ y<><u»g> ripletc 
with health, courage and hope, thty bad, by a no* 
ble effort, torh themselvies from the embraces lof 
their weeping mothers, sisters, amlwiv^r'aiidifiiipM 
the feeble struggles (^ their teoder oAiilss. All: 
those by whom they wane cherished, wd I te 
myself, and who, yielding to their ardour, had al- 
lowed them to depart, are still offering up pn^ners 
for their success^ and fcur their safe retwm: waiting 
with avidity the news of their triumf^is, tibey ace 
preparing feasts for them, and counting the mo«^ 
ments as they pass, while the objects of their ex- 
pectation lie on a distant beach, parched iq> by a 
burning sand, and having t^ir skuUs already 
bleached...,. .To whom doejB that mangled skeleton 
belong? Is it thine, intrepid Theveaard? Unwii-- 
ling to suffer the amputation of thy fracturM limba, 
thou had^t no other wish tcrgr^ti^ thigP the hc^iour 
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(bf dying at thy jpo^. Thy itepatfent arSoilr would 
have been tired out by the dfelays of the operation : 
4hdU' hadst notfiing mor6 to-cxpect from life; but 
thou ' mightest still ^ve a uscftil order, and wast 
japprehens^rc of being anticipated by death. An- 
6tli<^i' spettre succeeds^ having its arm raised over 
its heady which is sunk into the sand. Slain in 
the fight,' remforse seiertis to have survived thy cou- 
rageous erid. • Hast thou any reproach to make 
Against diysdf? Thy mutilated Ihnbs attest thy 
courage; axid couldst thou be more than brave? 
Is it oaring to thy mistakes that the wrecks which 
the waves have thrown up are accumulated about 
thee? How great is my regi^t, that my soul, filled 
with etnotfon at quitting thy remains, can only be- 
stow on theta unavailing pity. Who is this other, 
sedtediy aftd wMi his legsshdt away ? He appears, 
by Ms countenance, to arrest for a moment, the 
death to which he is already a prey J It is thou, 
unqvtestionably, courageous Dupetltoir^! Receive 
the tribute of the enthusiasm itith v^hlch'thoii hast 
inspired tne. Thou hast perished ; but thy eyes, in 
closing, did not see thy colours struok; and thy last 
word M'as an order givenf from the deck to pour a 
broadside on the enemies of t^y country. Adieu : 
thy ashes we denied a tomb; but die teiirs of the 
hero by whom thou art regretted, are the utiperish- 
•abletroph}' which will inscribe thy name in the 
tempAe of remembrance. Who is this in the Iran- 
quil attitude of a virtuous nian; whose last at;tion 
was dictated 1:^ wisdom anitby his duty ? His view 
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Is stifl 4ktdQte4 towiiiYls the Eiis^ LiJff 

Ba3riurdy it wasliis wi^h ta die ifith Uft £»ce tun^ 
^ tow^ds the enemy. Hi$ han^ U s^tnetehed ^^ 
towiutla a ytuthflil corpse^ M44ch is i3»$t Iquiteni^ 
to dec^y. I can distinguiei^ however, ^ kag^hea* 
cd neck, aad outsvtretol^ arms* It is tho^ young 
hero, amiable Ca$abaanca! It <^ be-na<4)iear« 
Death, inflexjible death, has united thee to tby fiit 
ther, whom thou jHrefi^rest before }i^ .Se^s^ile aiK| 
respectable ytmthi timei lield <)ut to jdiM ^ pri^^use 
0f future glory; but thy S&d pie^^nai^ fhoice i>f 
death; accept our tears, the reward of t^jf .y^rtiiQie 
The snu had dispelled th^. ^u^fap^s, f))it 1^ ^ 
disaq>atedthe gkKHay ec^pleKi^n Q^msf^lipughta; 
the c^M^van, however,. on.rt<^pittgf ^pK^ud^npa ^ 
we were at the edge pf the iBk^ wj^hfif^pafate^tlie 
plain of the desert from the peni^&ijilfi,; i^ |^ exr 
tremity el which Aboukiir fe built. Thp.^^^and 
extensive lake is the M^ient Can$^^beaii9h W^4fit^ 
the Nile has abmidone4> an4 the hisnkft 0f ivs^k^ 
have been forced baek, a9d*it& bed^darg^ by thf^ 
pressure of the sea, whidi ha$^faand-a.rea4f mh 
tiamre. Tl^b eneroacbtnent on i|ie lak^t' which .ij$ 
daily gaining; ground^ direatens to de^X>y th^ 
isUffixi^ wJndi atfeaches^Abmikir.to tl^.mft!nland» 
and over iR^iit^ the canal Howa thatiCCRW^a tfee 
water to Alexandria. The Arabian princes at- 
tempted to tiirotr up a mound, which was never ftoh 
iahed, or which, tkA hiring suffieieirt woiid&tyf yitidr 
cd to ^ e&rts of the ynrcBf iti^li&A doieing a 
partof&eyevby thenortholytmds. Atpresacnt 
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9iert ar^ no other fcmains of l^is mound than two 
piers, one On each bank* A topographical plan of 
this part of Egypt, which is Iktie known, and which 
has been badly traced on all the charts, would sup- 
ply the means of reasonmg wWi efficacy on the dan* 
gcrd which may result from the sea's motion, and 
of applying the remedies requisite to the security 
of the important canal which conveys the water of 
the Nile to Alexandria, 

The difficulty of ferrying over the canal of 
Maadieh occasioned^ this short passage to occupy 
nearly as much time as the rest of the route. On 
tife opposite bank our people were employed ia 
€t^cting a battery to proteet this communication ; 
whidi, withoikt such a jn^caution, would be ex« 
poised to the enemy's attacks. We bad scarcely 
crossed thecanial when we had a ptoo{ of this: an 
EiiglUh'brig and a cutter, which had cone pur^ 
posety to intercept us, fired at tis sevdn or eight 
balls. Our silence inducing them to think that we 
had nothing with which to rej^ to them, the En- 
gtlsh, a ftrw hours after, detached from thc4r fieet 
twelve boats, together with the two vessels above- * 
mentioned, which steered towwds our works with 
erowded sails. We imagined that tfaey were about 
to attempt a landings tivey came to anehor, however, 
near the battery, and when n^t drew on kept up 
a heavy fire on u^^ We muted for the ^noon's ris- 
ing; and, as soon as her light^lttcd enisibled us to as- 
certain ^eir position, answered dsiem in a way 
which was apparandyi^o advantagecMs, thi^on oar 
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fourdi dfecfaarge they ictrt their cables, feft^ir.i!W4 
chors behiiid tliem, and stood out to sea. 

After having cromed the mouth of ifce lake, hy 
following two small openings skirted by sandy hil- 
locks^ I at length reached the subtsrh of Aboiddr, 
which bears a great resemblance to the city, from 
* which it is separated by a distance of aboift a hun- 
dred and fifty paces : the city and stibnrb, taken 
together, may consist of from forty to fifty %ad 
houses in a ruinous state, intersecting the pe^- 
sula, at the extremity of which the fortress stands^ 
At a distance this fortress has a respectable appelu:- 
ance; the bastions wOul4, however, fiiU in on the 
thitd discharge of the culverins whidi^re placedon 
the ramparts, and which are in: a very negfeeted 
state : oneofthem, a brass piece, carries a fifty poimd 
balL It was found necessary to rase a' jMut of the. 
batteries, and to form iftA the rubbish a pla^rm 
pf sufficient solidity to receive four of our thirty-six 
pounders. This precaution -did not appear tp ftie 
to be of any great utility^ as the stiiall vessels^:«id 
launches which are capable of cariying guns to bat-^ 
ter the walls are prevented ftoih approaching this 
promontory by the reefc and rocks which surrouhd 
it. The enemy would not attempt a landing at tiliis 
point; and i^ould it even be carried into ei^ct, the 
fortress could neithfcr hold out, nor affard any sc<Ju- 
rity to troops, or to a nmga^me, unless Ibies were 
to be constructed iix front to defend the appit>at{h. 
On the whole^ it Appeared to me that it would have 
been better to destroy the fcrtress, and fill up the 
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1lililei!n%^^re«entingj^ necessity of a girrison^ 

df no utility ^during) the absence of an enemy, and 

which could not &U to be bloqkad^, or forced to 

mirrender, . the memfint a ho$tile landing jshpuld b« 

dfectcdi: 

' ^ I mftde a bird's-eye view of the peQin£^isla. . 

In the embrasure of the outer gate of the fortress 
X found four large stones^ of dark green porphyry, 
^tfid two loi% stQp^ of th^ mkost oompact statuary 
l^nite^ At the inner gate I found, together with 
four other stones, a fragment of doric e^tablature^ 
^ying ti3ig^yph$<^.alai:ge size and fine executHm* 
Thesei fragments;, and a few vestiges of foundations 
at the .point of the rock, are the only antiquities I 
could.disdover at Aboukir, ■ the site of which can 
never have uikieirgone a^y alten^on, since the soil 
is a calcareous level. which rises above the bed of 
•the sea^ and which is attached to the main land by 
an isthmus too narrow to have allowed a consider^- 
•We city to have bcei> built there* There is, there- 
lore, every reasom tp suj^se that this was the fort 
or castle, facing the sea^ c^ Canppus, or of Hera^ 
dea, which Strabo placea at or near this ;$pot. Be- 
fore I reached Aboukir^ at half a leagjie's distance, 
I. had pa^ed in front of the cistern^ the construe- 
jdon of which had been praised to me. J returned 
thither^ and, could find noUiing beside three square 
WeUs of Arabian structure, siuxounded by heights 
which certai^ily ci^tain 4*01^, and qn wh^ch a large 
quantity of fragments of earthen pots are heaped 
together, blended with the saijd of the des^t which 

VOL. !♦ X 
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Che wiml Kas cairied tfaidier. I siup^dbed duit 
Arabic towers had been sank an tfab spot, or> pcir* 
haps, that it had been the site of a mannfactory of 
pottery, or that these were the ruins of Hcntc.tau 
A few fragments of granite on the xnost dcvated 
part of the ground induced me to prefer dusktter 
c^nion. 

^ On the fdlowingday Iproceedcd witfiadctachmcgt 
along the western coast, exanwiiog ail ^bc^ sinuo- 
sities and the smallest emhiences* In lower Egyfjt 
Ag latter almost invariably contain^ antiquities^ by 
the aggregation of which they were originally fomt- 
«d. After a search of three-<|ttarliers of ^n houi", J, 
found at the bottom of the second creek a small 
pier formed ci colossal fragm^ats^ I felt an inex^ 
pressible pleasure on peroeivii^> in^the first inr 
stance, a fragment of a hand, the first, phalanx of 
which, fourteen inches in length, belonged (o a sta- 
tue thirty-six feet in hei^. The granite, work- 
man^ip, and ^tyle of this fr^pment, feft no doul^ 
in my mind bat that it belonged to the earliest pe- 
riod of the Egyptians. By die dii^xysition of this 
hand, as well^ as by several fragments in its vicini- 
ty, and t^ the mere habit of examining £^;yptiaii 
statues, the posture of winch is so little varied, it is 
easy to recognize in tMs fragment an Isis holding a 
nilometCT. It mi^t readily be removed from th€ 
spot where itris placed; but Ais would -greatly di- 
minish, its value: near, it are ^veral fragments ot 
architecture, die dimensions of which evince that 
they onoc Jbi^<H)ged to a capacipus and handsome 
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edifice o£ tlse doric order. Thest rwBS have, for 
several centuries, been washed by tb^ waves, with* 
out having t>een disfigured; inscmuidi timt it wcaUd 
appear to be the lot of j^yptkn monuments of 
every Inscription to resist al&e the ravages of tiscie 
and of man. Nearer to the sea-side, and surround- 
ed by die fragments of this cok>s3al statue, is a stia- 
tue of a sphinx, &e head and fbrelegs of which are 
miftihted, as £ir as the petrified ^ants and small 
shefis wiilt which tibey were ^es^^rusted would ena* 
ble me to judge. Its style attests iS^at it is the 
work of aCjreek sculpto*. it is not of granite, but 
of a t^t'Stomt which restn^Ies wMle mai4)le, and 
which has a transparency not to be met with in thb 
substance out of £gypt; Its height is thirteen w 
fourteen hdt. At some ^stance, amid fragm^^ts. 
of entablatures similar to tkise I h«ve already des* 
Cfibed, is another statue of Isis^ auftciently well 
preserved to allow its position suid attitude, when 
standing, to be ascertained ; its tegs are broken, 
but the fragments are at ifts side* This statue is 
of granite, and is ten Ibet in height. AH these 
antique statues and iragments aj^ear to have been 
placed on ^ds spot to farm apier, and to sorve as a 
tweaker for an edifice wMoh has bc^n since des- 
troyed, and which, if an opinion can be formed firom 
its foundations^ must have been a sea-bath,^ titut 
plan of which is still to be traced in the imersected 
rock. The part which is not oovwrf by the sea, 
has omduits for the water, constmoti^ in brick, 
Over Hirhich cement and pouzzolana have been laid. 
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'At a dmtante of nearljr hidf a niJle from thmwi 
jo-oceeding idlaad, and approoehing Alexandra, am 
several foundatkms coiistractpd in brick, the pkm 
of which cannot be perfectly made out, but wMeh^ 
from several fragments of buildiiigs well executed, 
appear to have belonged toedifices.of scoafie impcHtr 
ance. Near ^em are several cof^^utfn capita^ 
in marble, top much depi}^ to be measured^ l)Ut 
which must have ^p^talned to bases €^ the smm^ ; 
substance: the columns to which they bekffig^ 
must have been twenty inches in diameto-. Ear-, 
ther on are a great number of fragmentsx^ccduipns ^ . 
of rose-coloured granite, fluted, and all of them, ©Cv 
the same size, of the same substance, and wroyght 
with the same care, being incontesb^fy :the rujtis 
of a large and superb temple of the jdoric i^^tl^. 
From the accounts which Strabo. lu^ tnmi^t? 
ted to us relative to thb part of Egypt, and. 
from what I have just desoribed, more particu- 
larly the b^ter fragments, I had not the ^nallest. 
doubt but that these were tbe ruins of Can^us^ 
and those of its temple, built by the Greeks, the 
worship of which vied with ibat of Lampsacus :«..v 
of that miraculous temple in idiich old men recov- 
ered their youth^- and the sick-th^ health. Th^ 
bath I have just mentioned was, perhaps,: oi^of tl^ 
means the priests en^loyed to wcwk Ihese wcsiders, . 

The soil has preserved ncme of the luxurious- 
ness of the site of ancient Canopus. A few hillocks; 
of sand and ruins in brick, large squa^. blocks <rf 
granite, without hieroglyphics, and without any. 
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(kstermiiiate shajie to attest to what kind 6f edifices 
ai^ to what age they belonged; and, lastly, a few 
siiuiU valties, as barren as the heights by which 
they arc formed, are all that remains of a city, once 
so delightfiil, the site of which has now a wild and 
disttutl aspcfct. It is true that the canal of which 
Strabo speaks, which extended from :Alexandria*to 
filetisina, and a branch of iKiiich reached and be- 
stowed a refr^^ing coolness on Cahopus, has so 
eiftireiy disappeared, that the traces of it cannot 
be distinguished, nor the possibiKty of its existence 
at Resent conceived. ' There are no longer any rc- 
m^s^ water in its environs, unless in a few wells 
orcistems, which containan inconsiderable quantity,' 
and which are so narrow and dark, that neither their 
dimensions nof depth can be measured. In short, 
that city, the seat of voluptuous delights, to which 
tht votaries erf pleasure resorted; is now become 
a desert, frequented by the jackak s£nd the Bedoiiin: 
Ambs. I cfid not encounter any of the latter ; but 
I met wkh a jackal which I ishould have taken for 
a dog, if I hsid not had an opportunity to examine 
very minutely his pointed nose, his erected ears, 
his length of tail sweeping the ground, and his coat 
of for like that of the fox, to whom 1^ has a great- 
er resemblance than to the wolf, notwithstanding 
the jackal is considered as the wolf of Africa. Not 
wishing to weary the patience of the escort by which 
J had been accompanied, I tetumed to Aboukir, 
where I found dispatches for the commanderrin* 
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chief, which were abcat to be sent off by a detatth* 
inent* 

This opportunity of iquittii% so dismal a spoty 
gave me an inconceivabte pleasure. During the 
stay I haA made there, I had never been able to 
bani A from my mtnd that the f<nrtres^ was a state- 
prison in which I was cm^edj and the s^acent 
reck, against which the waves inoessaatly dashed 
with afri^tfol noise, the whistling of the iraidsy 
the whiteness of the soil, which hurt the sight ; 
every thing, in short, in this melancholy abode, a£« 
licted and chilled my soid. On qukting it, I fim.- 
cied that X had escaped from a tyrant by who»/I 
bad been held captive. 

The night was so dark that we had to grope our 
way, at times wading through the aea, at others m 
the midst of thickets by which we were tom^ and 
Ytmnbling every now and then amc»ag die wredcs 
irtiidb were scattered on the beach. At three m 
iSsnt morning we reached Rosetta, where I reposeil 
myself voluptuously, not on toy bed, for I had not 
seen one since my departure from Fram^, but oa a 
dean mat in a cool diamber. 
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CHAPTER Vr. 

Afinivei'sarj; feast on the birth qf Muk0fnet....Mu$k 
of the Egyptians.... Various races^of people in Rti^ 

• setta^ CoptSy Arabs^ Turks, Greeks, Jews, Jbys- 

* syHians..,.Adgis, or pUgrhns from Mecca. ...Egyp^- 
Hon zvomen. 

It wsoi the umivarswy ei the birth of Mafaomi^i 
and we were Sttrpri2ed to find that no prepacsdons 
^cre making tooelebroie this festival, the most so* 
lenm in the Arabic hegira. Towards the close of 
ike evening Gentrsd MeAou smt for the Mufti, 
whose honour&and. emoluments had been benefiliod 
hj our arrival. His answers faeii^ eva^e, th^ 
Q^her magistrates, on their Jbeiqg (piestioned, said 
that ihejr had jmrposed to mdke the oustomarjr pre.* 
parations; but. as they were (sAy al^ to act as in^ 
ieriors m sm afSak which was in the department of 
tlieir colleague, the Mufti, they had been obliged 
to wait his orders on that h^d» The priest ?ras 
thus unmasked. Like a true courtier, he had daily 
asked and obtained new &vours. The opportunity, 
however, presented itself of mstilUng into the minds 
of the peoj^, th^ we oj^posed what was one of the 
most solenm acts of their worship, he had seized it 
with avidity. His stratagem was rewarded in tihe 
eastern manner: no^e was sent to him that tl^ 
festival should commence without delay; and on 
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his observing that ^ere could not possibly be ^iii^ 
ficient time to make the necessary preparations, th^ 
General told him, that if it was too late to celetnrate 
the festival, he should be under the necessi^4>f' 
pending him, the Mufti, to prison. This had the 
desired effect: in a quarter of an hour die festival 
was proclaimed, die city iUuminated, and hymns 
of piety blendedfwith those of rejoicing and grati- 
tude. 

After supper we were invited to repair to die 
quaiter of the £rst civil magistrate, in the frcmt of 
whose house we found all the prep^aticms for a 
Turkish festival. The street w^ the assen^y- 
room, which was {etigthened or contracted accor4^ 
ing to the number oft guests. An alcove covered 
with carpeting was occupied by the distinguished 
personages. Fires, combined with a i^umbei; dT simU 
lamps and large tapers, formed a wbimj^bal illjiuiii^ . 
nation. On one side was a band of martial n^i^c^ 
cox^tbig of shqrt squ^^ng hautboys, small kettle- 
drums^ and large iUb^ese drums« On the other 
were stationed violfa^s^and singers; and, in the 
m^iddte, Greek dancers; and attendantjs provided 
with sweetmeats, coffee, syrups, rose- water, and 
pipes. In this way. the festival was ftasnished. 

As.so<Mi as we were seated t|ie martisd x^usic com- 
menced. A kind pf leader of the band played al^ 
temately two different airs, which the other ,mua^- 
cians repeated in c]^us. Whedier it was owing 
to the calmness of the atmosphere, or taa widi of 
introducing too many flourishes. into it, it so hap* 
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^|!fen^ tlKittthe secpnd measure m^ a true cacophp^ 
ny, a. discordance of bar;*h sounds, ^s disagreeable 
to nice ears as it was eischaiiting jta those of the 
Arabs* I noticed particularly, that the leader of 
die band invariably took up each of the airs with all 
• the importance and enthusiasna of an inspired zm- 
ppwisatorcy and that, when his nerves appeared to 
be no longer able tp support th^ energy of express 
sion he tried to bestow on it, the chorus came to 
liis aid with the esun^ iinvaried dissonance. The 
violins, which were more tolerable, after wards„ play*, 
ed an aii:^ in the burden of which a small portion 
c^ melody Was overcome by superfluous omamentsi 
The nasal twangs of an inspired singer were super* 
added to the fas^ious softness of the semi-tones of 

^ the violins, which^ constatitly shimn^ng the key** 
ncrte^ fell into the second of the keyj and invariably 
terminated by the diesis^ or imperfect semi-tone 

. immediately beneath the key-note, as in the Spanish 
seguidiUas. This inay be c<Hisidered as \ a proof 
that the residence of the Arabs in Spain introduced 
koXxy that kingdon^ this species of musical cofnpo*^ 

i ^tion. After this Couplet^ the violins took up the 

same strain With new variatiops, which the singer 

disguised by ^ sharp movement^j imtil he had ^- 

tirely lost si^t of the air, falling into the wild ex^ 

pression of sounds,, without hanupny, and without 

principle. This was what, however,, charmed his 

auditory still more and mpre* v T?he dance which 

followed was of the.sam^ de^$iiptipn,with the sing*. 

ing: it was not ^the eipre^sion of jqy, or of gaiety, 
VOL. I. y ' 



Digitized by 



Google 



104 TRAVELS IN EGYFT. 

but of an extravagant pleasure, whicb nmde hairtjr 
strides towards lasciviousness; and this was the 
more disgusting, as the performers^ all of them <tf 
the male sex, presented, in the most indecent waf^ 
scenes which love has reserved for the two sexes in 
the silence and mystery of the night* 

A variety of trifling circumstances obtruded 
themselves to delay our great excursion, and to re* 
tard the object of my journey* 

Being under the necessity of confining my obser^ 
vations to what was immediately about me, I re* 
marked how easy it was to distinguish, in the vari* 
ety of figures, the different races of the individuals 
who compose the population of Rosetta, It struck 
me that this city, a station of intermediate com- 
merce, must necessarily have collected together 
persons belonging to all the nations of Egypt^ and 
bave preserved them more apart and in a better cli^* 
xacterized state than in a great city, such as Cairo, 
where the relaxation of morals must have crossed 
ihem, and caused them to degenerate. I accord- 
kigly fancied that I could distinguish in the Copt^ 
the ancient Egyptian stock, a description of swarthy 
Nubians, such as we see them represented on old 
sculptures, with flat foreheads, eyes half closed and 
raised up at the angles, high cheek-bones, a broad 
jand flat nose very short, a large flattened mouth 
placed at a considerable distance from the nose^ 
thick lips, little beard, a shapeless body, crooked 
legs without any expression in the contour, and 
long flat toes. Ignorance, drunkenness, cunning, 
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and finesse, are the moral qualities, by which these 
ancient possessors of Egypt are characterized* The 
first period of their degradation may betaken from 
their subjugation by Cambyses, that jealous and 
wrathful conqueror, who, governed by terror, change 
cd the laws, persecuted religious wOTship, muti^ 
lated what he could not destroy, and degraded his 
conquest the better to submit it to his yoke* The 
second period was the persecution of Dioclesian, 
when Egypt had embraced the Catholic pcrsua-» 
jsion : this persecution to which the Egyptians sub^ 
tnitted as £tithful martyrs, jM'epared them very na- 
turally for the subjugation of the Mahometans* 
Under the late government they were become the 
agents and brokers o£ the Beys and Kiaschefs, 
whom they plundered daUy. What they had thus 
obtained was, however, merely held in trusty as 
they were made by a fine to restore in bulk what 
they had amassed in detail. It was on this account 
that the art they employed in concealing what they 
had acquired, was greater than the impudence they 
had displayed in its acquisition. 

After the Copts come the Arabs, the most nu- 
merous of the inhabitants of modem Egypt. With* 
out possessing an influence proportioned to their 
numbers, they seem to be placed there to people 
the country, to cultivate the lands, to tend the 
flocks, or to be themselves in the degraded state of 
animals. They are, however, lively, and have a 
penetrating physiognomy. Their eyes, which are 
sunk in and overarched, are replete with vivacity 
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and character; all their proportions are angulari 
their beard is short and han^ng in filaments; their 
lips are thin and open, displaying fine teeth; their 
arms are fleshy; and, in other respects, they are 
more active than handsome, and more muscular 
than well shaped. The characteristic traits I have 
just described are most commcm in the small 
villages and solitary habitations, and more partis, 
cularly among the inhabitants of the desert. Three 
classes of these people, altogether different fi*om 
each other, are, however, to be distingmshed^ 
First, the Arab shepherd, who seems to belong to 
the original stock, and who resembles the descrip-* 
tion I have just given. Next, the Bedouin Arab, 
on whom a more exalted independence, and the 
state of warfare in whiph he Ifves, have bestowed a 
character of savage ferocity, as may be seen in the 
portrait (Fig. 1. Plate IX,) Th^ Arab fi*om whom 
this portrait was taken was a chief of a tribe, whom 
I drew the moment after he was made prisoner, 
when he thought he was about to lose his head. 
Lastly, the Arab cultivator, the most civilized, 
the most corrupted, the most degraded, in conse- 
quence of the state of bondage in which he is held, 
and the most varied in person and in character, as 
maj be remarked in the heads of the Sheiks or 
chiefs of villages, in those of the fellahs or peasants, 
in those of the boijfackirs or beggars, and, finally, 
in those of the artizans, who constitute the most 
ftbject clas^. These two classes of Bedouins an4 
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Cultivators are sprung^from the preceding one, that 
of the Arab shepherdbs* 

The beauties of the Turks are more dignified, 
^id their shape more delicate. Their thick eye- 
lids allow but little expression to the eyes : the nose- 
is thick; the mouth and lips handsome; the beard 
long and bushy; the complexion less swarthy; and' 
the neck plump. In all their gestures and motions 
of the body they. are dull and heavy; and this so-; 
letrinlty of gait, which, notwithstanding the nullity 
of their authority, inspires a certain degree of awe,-, 
they mistake for dignity. They possess a beauty 
which cannot be defined, or a reason given why it: 
5hpuld.be considered as such. This is not the 
case with the Greeks, who must be classed among 
the foreigners by whom societies distinct from those 
of the indigenous inhabitants are formed. The 
fine delineations of their form, their arch and pene- 
trating eyes, and the delicacy and flexibility of their 
traits, bring to the remembrance all that the ima-' 
gination has figured to itself relative to their ances- 
tors, and all that their monuments have transmitted 
to us tp attest their elegance and their taste. The 
degraded state to which they have been reduced, 
through a dread which the superiority of their 
intellectual faculties still inspires, has rendered 
ynany of them wily knaves. Were they, however, 
left to themselves, they would perhaps become, in 
^ little time, what they formerly were, subtle and 
apfibitious. Of all the nations on earth, this is the 
pn^ ivhich longs the most ardently for a revolution, 
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from whatever quarter it may come. On our tak- 
ing possession of Rosetta, at an entertainment 
which was given, a young Greek came up to me, 
kissed my shoulder, and, with his finger on his lips, 
iWithout uttering a single syllable, slipped privately 
into my hand a nosegay which he had brou^t me. 
I'his simple demonstration completely unfdided all 
his sensations, and was expressive o£ his pcditical 
situation, his fears, and his hopes. 

Next come the Jews, who are in Egypt what they 
are every where;.... hated, without being dreaded; 
despised and persecuted incessantly, without ever 
being expelled : plundering constantly without being 
very rich; and rendering themselves useful to all 
the world at the same time that their only incentive 
IS self-interest. I do not know whether it is owing 
to their being nearer to their own country that their 
physical character is better preserved here than else- 
where: it struck me, however, very forcibly.. •• 
Those among them who are ugly resemble ou# 
Jews; while the handsome ones, and more parti- 
cularly those who are young, bear a strong resem- 
blance, in point of character, to the head which 
painting has handed down to us of Jesus Christ. 
This seems to prove that the portrait is traditional, 
and that it is not to be dated from the fourteenth! 
century and the revival of the arts. Sec the head 
which I have drawn, (Fig. 3. Plate IX.) it is that 
of a young Jerusalem Jew, and may be adduced in 
support of my observation. In the great cities of 
Eg} pt the Jews contend with the Copts for the 
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fitites in the eustom-housesy stewai*dshi{)s of estates^ 
and) in general, for whatever requires calculation^ 
and supplies the means of amassing and concealing 
a fortune well or badly acquired. 

The characteristic traits of another race Of men, 
who are very numerous^ ar6 strongly delineated^ 
These arc the Barabras or people from the upper 
countries, inhabitants of Nubia, and of the frontiers 
of Abyssinia. In these fervid climates nature has, 
in tn ecoik)mical mood, denied them every supers 
iluity. They have neither flesh nor fat, but simply 
nerves, muscles, and tendons of greater elasticity 
thaii vigour* They perform by activity and address 
)vhat others effect by strength. It would seem as 
if the barrenness of their soil had exhausted the 
email portion of substance which nature has bestow* 
fed on them. Their skin is of a shining and jetty 
black, exactly similar to that of antique bronzes^ 
They have not the smallest resemblance to the ne* 
groes of the western parts of Africa. Their eyes 
are deep set and sparkling, with the brows hanging 
over; the nose pointed; the nostrils large; the mouth 
wide; the lips of moderate dimensions; and the 
hair and beard in small quantity, and hanging in 
little locks* Being wrinkled betimes, and retaining 
their agility till the last, the only indication of old 
age among them is the whiteness of the beard, every 
part of the body remaining slender and muscular as 
in their youth. Their physiognomy is cheerful ; and 
they are lively and well disposed. They are most 
commonly employed to guard the magazines and 
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timber yards. They are clad in a piece of white 
woollen cloth, gain but little, and subsist on almost 
nothing. They are very faithful to their masters^ 
to whom they are strongly attached. 
; During the pilgrimage of Mecca all the nations 
which are ranged under the denomination of Mau* 
grabins, or western people, pass through Egypt. 
This was the time for the return of the caravan. 
Bonaparte, who had made every effort in his power 
to enable it to reach Cairo without accident, had 
not, however, been able to prevent Ibrahim-Bey, 
on his flight into Syria, from reaching the desert 
Jbefore him, and from attacking the caravan, which 
he did atBelbeis, sharing the plunder with the Arabs, 
and with the emir Adgis, whose duty it was to pro^ 
tect the treasures. All that the Bey allowed to 
reach us were the mendicant devotees,. who flocked 
to us in bands of two or three hundred, made up 
of all the nations of Africa, from Fez to Tripoli. 
They were so worn out by fatigue, that they aU 
bore a resemblance to each other, being as meagre 
as the countries through which they had passed are 
barren, and as much decayed as prisoners after a 
long confinement in a dungeon. It is the impul- 
sion, the powerful force of opinion, which unques- 
tionably renders man the strongest of all animalsi 
When the space which these pilgrims had gone 
over is considered, together with all that they must 
have suffered on so immense and terrible a journey, 
no doubt can be entertained but that it required 
the excitement of a moral aim, which alone coiild 
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tnahle them to brave so many ancl such painful 
fatigues; and that the enthusiasm resulting from a 
pious sentiment, together with the consideratioa 
which is bestowed on the title (>f adgi or pilgrim^ 
a title proudly borne by those who undertake the 
journey to* Meccaj are the levers which alone cou^ld 
move the indolence of the eastern nations^ and urge 
themonto such ah undertaking* To these incentives, 
however, may be added the right which the adgis 
assume to themselvesj of relating, during the re- 
mainder of their lives, to the other Mussulmans, on 
.whpse credulity they impose j all that they either 
have or have not seen* I may, perhaps^ be accus- 
ed of a small share of ddgism in the travels I have 
.midertaken^ and of braving diflSiculties with a view 
of imparting to others a portion of my enthusiasm* 
My own curiosity, however, sets my conscience at 
rest, being aware that my style is not over fascinate 
ing, and that my drawings have nothing but their 
fklelity to bbast^ 

Fourteen Mamelukes, who were without doubt 
ml incumbrance at the head-quarters j had been sent 
to Rosetta^ I examined them very attentively^ 
without reflecting that they do not belong to any 
particular nation, but are composed of people of all 
countries. Accordingly, among the few I had an 
.opportunity to see, I did not find one who had a 
physiognomy sufficiently characterized to be worth 
the pains of drawing. Several of them were, how- 
ever, native^ of Mingreliaand Georgia; but, whe- 

VOL. i< : z 
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ther it was that nature fasid dtRifed them tieir tlsue 
of the beauty she has bestowed on those coontrks^ 
or because she had been more kvish in her gift& tQ 
the women, I waited until others eho^d present 
themselves with more striking feature^^ I also de- 
ferred the pleasure of drawing the Egyptian women 
until we should, by our influence over the manners 
of the eastern nations, remove the veil by wliidi 
they are cohered. But even suj^s^ng, which it 
scarcely tol>e presumed, that the men should make 
a sacrifice to us of their pnrejudices on this scove^ 
the coquetry of the old women, who are the most 
scrupulous on every poiirt in which honour is con- 
cerned, would for a long time require, on the part 
of their youthful companions, the austerity to whidi 
they were the victims in the early part of life* What 
4 had an opportunity to notice i$, that the young 
girls who are not yet marriageable, and relative to 
whom less strictness is observedr ^>^^ ^ pretty 
general resemblance to the forms of the Egyptian 
statues of the goddess Isis. The women erf the 
lower classes, who take greater pains to conceal the 
nose and mouth than any odier part, discover from 
time to time, not attractions^ but fine slender Umbs^ 
the shape of which disjdays more activity than 
grace* As soon as their breasts have attained their 
fiiU growth, ttey begin to fell, and their gravitation 
is such, that it woirid be difficult to say how low 
some of them reach* The complexion of these 
women is neither black nor white, but a dusky 
brown. They dye of ablack colour the eye-brows. 
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l^-lids, and chin, but without producing any great 
effect. I Imve not, howeycr, seen any women carry 
with more elegance, a child, a vase, or a basket of 
fruit; or walk with greater ease and security. Their 
long drapery would be by ho means unbecoming^ 
were it not that a veil, in the shape of a ship's 
pendant, casts a gloom over the whole of their 
dress, so as to make it reseinble the dismal co^ 
tume of a nun of the order of penitents. 

One of the rich natives who was tmder some 
drdigations to me, by way of testifying hb^r^itt^, 
invited me to his house. On account erf my advanc* 
ed age, and of my being a foreigner, he thought that 
he might allow his wife to be of the breakfast par* 
ty, and thus contribute more to my entertaimnent. 
As he was engaged in mercantile pursuits, he spoke 
alittle Italian, and acted as an interpreter between 
myself and the lady, whose beauty was accompanied 
by a soft tinge of melancholy. She was extremely 
iair, and her hands uncommonly delicate andl^md- 
some. On my admiring lliem she held them out to 
me. We had. very little to say to each other; arid, 
to make up for this silence, I kissed her hands, 
which, as she was perplexed to know what she 
should afterwards do to interest. me, she did not 
oficrto withdraw. On my side, I dared not let 
them go, for fear she would imagine that I was 
tired of them. I am at a loss to conjecture tow 
this scene would have terminated, if refreshments 
had not been brought to rcKcve us from our embar-v 
rassment. They were handed to her, and she pre- 
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sented them to me in a very particular manner, and 
with some degree of grace. I fancied I could per, 
ceive that her negligent and pensive air was merely 
the affectation of a great lady, who persuaded* her- 
self that, by assuming it, she should become supe^ 
rior to all the magnificenqe by which she was sur- 
rounded and covered. The portrait, Fig. 1. Plate 
1. is that of a female native marrfed to a ^ranct 
She spoke Italian, was handsome, of engaging man- 
ners, and fond of her husband. He was not, iiow- 
ever, so amiable but that she could bestow a part 
of her affection elsewhere; and tlie jealousy which 
ensued on his side was the occasion of perpetual 
strife. She was all siibmissioiij and never failed 
to renounce the object of his suspicions. On the 
following day, however, there was a fresh com- 
plaint; she again wept and repented; and, notwith-^ 
standing, her husband was never without some mo- 
tive for scolding her. The house in which this 
couple lived was opposite tp mine; and as the street 
was narrow, I became very naturally the lady's con- 
fident, and the witness of her chagrins. The plague 
broke out in the city; and my neighbour was so 
very communicative, that she could not foil either 
to give or take it. Accordingly she caught it of 
her last lover; bestowed it very faithfully on her 
husband ; and they all three died. I regretted hei! 
death: her singular good-nature and ingenuous^ 
ness, in the midst of her irregularities, and the 
(sincerity of the regret she manifested, had interest- 
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^ me, and more particularly, because, as a mere 
confident, I could have no dispute with her either 
as a husband or a lover. Fortunately for me, I 
was not at Rosetta at the time the plague made its 
ravages in that city. 
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CHAPTER Vli. 

The author enters the Delta.,.. Number ofviUages dnd 
populousness.... Description of the Almes or female 
dancers at Metiibis....Desuk and other villages.... 
Encounter tvilh the Arabs at Scha-abas-Amers.... 
Return to Rosetta. 

We at length set out for the Delta, on the excur- 
sion to which I had so long and so eagerly looked 
fon;\ ard, to tread a ground which had never beea 
explored by any European, and, indeed, but im- 
perfectly by any other persons, the inhabitants ex- 
cepted; for the Mamelukes had rarely penetrated 
to the centre of the Delta, in collecting the tributes, 
and regulating the avanies or fines. On the lOA 
of September, in the afternoon, the Generals Me- 
nou and Marmont, a dozen men of letters and 
artists, and myself, with a detachment of two hun- 
dred men as an escort, crossed the Nile in boats; 
Although some pains had been taken to make every 
necessary provision, it was found, on our landings 
that what was most essential had been fOTgotten. 
The horses we were to mount had no qualities be- 
longing to the Arabian breed, except their vices; 
and such of the travellers as were bad horsemen, 
and whose only alternative was a horse without a 
bridle, or an ass without a pannel, hesitated whe- 
ther they should proceed, or renounce a journey 
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they had so iardently desired, and which they had 
bcguft with so much enthusiasm. By degrees, 
however, our arrangements were made, and we set 
forward. We passed through the villages of Ma- 
die, Elyeusera, Abugueridi, Melahue, Abuserat, 
JRalaici, Bereda, Ekbet, Estaone, Elbat, Elsezri, 
Suffrano, Elnegars, and Madie-di-Berimbal; and 
reached Berimbal at night. I have given this un- 
interesting list of the different villages through 
wh5ch we passed, to convey an idea of the popula* 
tion of four leagues of territory, and of the abun- 
dance of a soil which nourishes so many inhabitants, 
and contains on its sur&ce so many habitations. 
Exclusively of its own internal consumption, it has 
to supply the wants of its titular possessor, who 
tommonly^ resides in the capital. At Madie-di- 
Berimbal our camels fell into the canal; and it was 
midnight before we could collect them together. 
Our baggage and provisions were drenched ; all 
thoughts of our arrival had been given up; and, 
after having* with some diflGiculty procured a supper, 
we reposed ourselves as well as we could at two 
o'clock in the morning. The following day, after 
having dried our clothes, we set out, and reached 
Metubis at the expiration of two hours, meeting 
with as many villages as on the former occasion* 

General Menou had some enquiries to make, and 
?tfi explanation to enter into with the Sheiks, in the 
vicinity, relative to their past offences. It was, 
therefore, determined, that we should not quit Me- 
lubus until the following day. This city, on a 
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vmiety of accounts, presented food finr oiir eirio^ 
saty. In the first place it is probable that it hfq^ 
built on the ruins of the ancient Metelis; and, in ti^ 
next place, the well-known and tolerated licentious^ 
ness of its manners had bestowed on it the reputut 
tion which Canopus had precedently enjoyed. Our 
researches after antiquities were ineffectual; all the 
granite we could find was employed for grindi?^ 
the com, and appeared to have been brought thi^i^ 
from some other spot to be applied to that use^ 
We were told <rf ruins to the south-east^ at the dis^ 
tance of a league and a half ; but it was late, and ^ 
curiosity of another kind attracted our attentiotu 
We requested of the Sheiks a sight of the Almes^ a 
description of female dancers similar to Aose. pi 
India. These chiefs, a part of whose revenues 
they probably consjdtuted, made some difficulty ia 
allowing them to be brought into our presence. If 
polluted by the inspection (^ infidek, their reput^W 
tion ipight suffer, and they might perhaps even fife 
obliged to forfeit their condition in life. The vik^ 
ness of a christian in the eyes of a Mussulman, maj 
be estimated fix>m this anecdote, since the objeoU 
which are the most dissolute and abmidoned^ 
this sect, may, notwithstanding, be profaned by tfe^ 
view of a European. The presence, however,^ #§ 
General, together with that of two hundred sol^^l^rs^ 
and some old offences for which the Sheiks had ;^ 
atonement to make, soon removed eveiy obst^M^ 
The Almes arrived; and we could not perceive ttat 
they participated in the slightest degree in the poti-' 
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tkal considerations and religions scruples of the 
Sheiks. They made some difficulty, hoivever, and 
that with a tolerable share of grace, in granting us 
what we should have considered as the smallest of 
their favours, that of uncovering the eyes and the 
mouth. In a little time their forms were com- 
pletely displayed through coloured gauze fastened 
by a sash, which they tightened from time to.time 
negligently, and with an air of levity by no means 
disagreeable, and somewhat d lafrangaise. They 
had brought with them two instruments, a pipe and 
tabor, and a kind of drum, made from an earthen 
pot, on which the niusician beat with his hands. 
They were seven in number. Two of them began 
dancing, while the others sung, with an accompani« 
ment of castanets, in the shape of cymbals, and of 
the size of a crown piece. The movenaent they 
displayed in striking them against each other, gave 
infinite grace to their fingers and wrists. At the 
.commencement the dance was voluptuous: it soon 
after became lascivious, and expressed, in the 
grossest and most indecent way, the giddy trans- 
ports of the passions. The disgust which this 
spectacle excited, was heightened by one of the 
musicians oi whom I have just spoken, and who, 
at the moment when the dancers gave the greatest 
freedom to their wanton gestures and emotions, 
with the stupid air of a clown in a pantomime, in- 
terrupted, by a loud burst of laughter, the scene of 
intoxication which was to close the dance. 
VOL. I. 2 a 
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i^ If it had b^cfi lemonade. Accofdkigiy, notWiA- 
SttUidihg thfej were all young and bands«nie, tl»y 
#t#ehaggdrd arid jaded, with the exdfcpttoft of tStrrt 
of aieifti Whose beauty bote s6 ifa-ikirig af^iiefttblfcflW 
to that «f tiVo of our Parts fi^^r, thit we afi joiiied id 
i ^mm fetfeteiAWtett When they dlfietosed Iheif Ittlf 
ttiwii. So thriy is gi^ce a pure g^ of hatei^^ thtti 
JdsephinaahdlHaftka, Who had iieeeivedno ttthet edti-i 
cktitA thah tfett which is bestowed on the most in- 
kmom ptorem^fiii ki the ind§t dissolute of cities^ 
Whgft the dance was ended, possessed all ihl^ delica.^ 
cy erf* ftiAithet^ of the woitien whom they irseiftbliedi 
iiid tk6 §bft and Endearing TOluptuoUsftess wIbcIi 
Aey, fto doubt, rfesferVe fyr those on whom they 
kvteh tfeir sfec?et favotlfs, I eoiild have wishedi 
1 iftbJi conffesi, ttiat Josephina had n6t iresembkd 
flife dthfeH ih her style of dahclttg^ 

Notwithstanding the licentious life of these fe- 
mtj^i^lhey are ihtfioducedintb the harems to in^mi^t 
tte yoUng p^f&dhsi of their dek \n all diat miy ren- 
dei^ theikk a^eeablc to their httife husbands. They 
^vh tiieftl lessons of dancing, »tnging> graceful- 
ness, ind, in^i^al^ of all vOlUptudtls attainments. 
It is ndi svri^d^iiig, that With maimers wMch make 
the ptincipal duty of Wi^eh to condst in bestdW* 
ing pbasiire, tiidse Whd follow die profession of 
j^Uantry shoiild be the teachem of the fair sex» 
They ir6 adihiiBied to the festivals which the 
grandees ^Ve to tkose of theif- own ttok ; and when, 
from time to tune, a husband wishes to enterta^ 
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WDt for, This is what cpnapp^es t^f ^jiji^cc^ /(^ 

On ^e fQllQi¥ing dgy o?f ^c^on m^^ pcqj ^ 

fded by wtiq^ities. We lycnf f^ K^jip^^^IfJiamaf , 

1^ is to $ay^ th^ re4 mpuntaiuy 9. nai^ 4^iv«^^ 

nthcnit dwbt^ fron^ ^ ncH)p4 <^r€d ^^Gk$ wk^ 

iriu<^ this mln is formccj^ Jt fc^^ iio ^ejcgnipftjp 

diaracteri^tios^ m^ in9y hay^ belong^ either 49 

^ aiiciiGtitf icilgr^ of V^lUch there ju-ie 1^0 ?tr;^s qf ^^y 

ipcammente, <^ to A wofitern tS^W^* whiijh, h^yijig 

otebelled js/gaimt the MwfteW^ »(H9^ fe^ve beep 

^tr^yed by tbem* Wt q^d #ipt ^nd ^y yea- 

iiges jrf ftmiqy1«»es, nejhw^tei>fiHi«it W%s t^ wj^ 

.of DdQlBiei*:^4jnjrgetf:to (#sc!W^r jtji^ ^a^- 

SdeftJ Mtet^s, |h^,f)sy^ 9f $% ?y>»^ 5^hfcl> ¥a«*p 

caUefl. The mmtry wl^^h m 4»cc^<!?xe4 J^war^ 

4hc jeast, toeyood Cqm^h'la^)ym% an4 exljen^ing 

A> lake Beacela3, a$ me;iff ly m }mwH\y%tci iffiorjsi^ 

We diced at Siodion 994 eJept ^ Fu;?l^ Pjq tfje 

following xldy we ptofie^d ,^ El-Aljiv^^^ The- 

n&, quitting the roa4,wdpr9C(?^dfcig^ the i^orfti. 

vest, to e^aipuite ^ev^er^^ jcon^deraljle f^n^i, w^of^ 

are also, for the r^a^pn ju§t ^iven, cjaljed |Coum- 

i{ha2aarr^-Medy;^eh. We doubted y lather they 

.were the traces pf QaliagfL, ii^ capit^ jof the cab^- 

^tic nomef or .of >ir9,u^i9jtjis9 whtic^ ^ Mj^eg^ms 

had built. We wcr^ w* i»!M« /c^^ate tl^ap cp 

the preceding day, the r»fet[i^ l^ing of the ^19^^ 

^nature ; for this is tjne ,€?dy pgfi;^ \#ch jCf^iii l^e Jbg- 

stowed ou a jpaas^ of s^b9i)el€^ ^F^ffff^^^^ ^f^tif^W* 
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knd heaps. of broken bricks, not one of whidi wm 
to be found in an entire state; At a distance frcwn 
thence we discovered nearly two square leagues of 
barren and uncultivated land, which, in some^ mea- 
sure, diminished* our expectations rdative. to the 
general fecundity of the soil df the Delta. If eithw 
of the two cities I have just mentioned stood ba 
this barren ground, on which we could distinguii^ 
ruins, it was but unpleasantly situated, audit. is 
certain that it cohtained no great moniunent of any 
description. Notwithstanding the space Aat th^ 
occupy is very considerable, we -could perceive no^ 
thing but a few artifidal streams for irrigation^ 
\rithout any navigable canals.. We. returned hut 
little satisfied with the result of our researches, 
not having colkcted any information which could 
aid us in those we might undertake in the sequeU 

In making this excursion we had quitted the de- 
tachment, and proceeded in a direct linetowarcte 
Desuk, the place of our rendezvous, accompanied 
by a few guides. We passed through Oabrith, a 
village fortified with walls and towers, peculiarities 
which distingubh those that are not on the bank of 
die Nile beyond Fua. Here the territory was not 
so well cultivated, and the 6oil, . being -more ele- 
vated and more difficult to irrigate by means of; the 
ivatering machines, waits f6r the inundation to be 
sown with com and maize, to which no odier crops 
succeed. In the portions of land of this nature, as 
soon as the Iwrvest is got in, the ground, abandon- 
ed to the piercing rays of the sun, and without one 
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reviving drop of moisture to allay ks thirst, cracks^ 
and bears the form and semblance of a desert. We 
passed dirough Salmie, ^vhere we could distinguish 
all the disasters which our vengeance Imd occa- 
sioned, without being able to notice in the counte- 
nances of the inhabitants the traces of any enmity 
or resentment they might l)ear us. I could not, 
however,- recollect without emotion, that I was 
almost alone on a spot where I had seen the prin- 
cipal inhabitants of the country fall some time be- 
fore.' We were face to fece, * the -natives and my- 
«effj like parties who had had a law-suit, but whose 
accounts were not yet settled. I had had repeated 
occasions to remark that the eastern nsrtions bear 
no malice for the events of which a state of warfare 
may have been productive. On this occasion, the 
inhabitants added, with much generosity nnd a good 
grace, a guide to the one who was to conduct us to 
Mefah^l ^l-Malek and the canal of Ssa'idy. 

The canal of Ssa'idy is sufficient^ wide for the 
passage of boats from the Nile to lake Bei^los. 
Desuk, a large village, is diistantfrom it about half 
a league, and has a noosque which is resorted to 
twice a-year by all the nations of the, east, and in 
which two hundred thousand souls pay their devo- 
tions. The Almes repair thither from every part of 
Egypt; and the greatest miracle which 15 perform- 
ed by Ibr^hym, who is so devoutly worshipped at 
Desuk, is to suspend the jealousy of the Mussul- 
mans during the time this kind of festival lasts, and 
to allow the women the cnjoymi»t of a liberty by 
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knagiiiaUe^ 

We Jivere infimnGd ^ditt a palace Md b^tt |^n^ 
pared for the General, and nfre all fxjqupSed itz It 
consisted of a ecmrt, an op^ganeryy-sad m^ ^oom 
wStiiout a door. We devoted ^ next d^i9 iWIJt^ 
ing aH the villages wij(9^ ^tibe government ^ fip^n^- 
ral Menon, in tfie ^nx)vince of S0iai)deh« w^ik^ Wft 
had not yet seen* In oiir way we were to pasaby 
Sanhnr-eUM^n, whcte we tus^^ kifi^tm^d WeH 
to be ^en a nuntber joi ruins> Could it Jbe Sft»»t 
Our expectations were awakeated hy -Ae .•a^nippt c/ 
Medhiy meaning ** the Great,*^ M4ii^I]tit^p^(t^v^ 
acquired fixmi its great amaqaityt tertte q^«ndwr 
€^the aneidnt^Sais, whidii, according te'^firfftHq^y WHP 
Hic metropoiis of tlie whole tif idw dfotdc^/tf Ipif'^* 
tr Egypt. We reaiched tfie place by croaiiteg a; 
ferge and parched piam, which was every hopgr lejK- 
pectingthe inundation ^f AcNilt, the waters ctf 
wMfeh werci ajready running up the numercms Jfiir- 
rows. w 

Sanhur-el-Medin, however, exhibited potfcio^ 
but devastation and a heap of shapeless ruins. The 
fragments of flhnt and granite stones wM(^ jwe ^ex- 
amined could ohly indicate a few centuries of jaiiti- 
quity, and our careful seard^ ova* the whole neigfa* 
bourhood produced nothing erf consequence^ so that 
we returned dissatisfied to Desuk, adieare we spent 
the night. 

The next day ivc directed our marc^ tKHth^c^t, 
towards the interior of* the Ddta. Hairing agnfin 
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itnmdatien cansis, which, firom the appearance and 
q«»llQr of tiic^ water, we supposed mi§^ {^'oceed 
Ihitn lake Berelos. 

B^<ifid these canals we found the countiy akea^ 
\iy covered with water, through it was four feet higb^ 
tr than .^ ground wfiich we bad left: for the irri^ 
gatioti, Which was direc;ted and kept in by tiatt 
dykes on whidi we now marched, had to flaw onir^r 
th^m before it could reach the country tfaro^li 
whiph we had been travdUng^ Tliese dykes served 
as roacb of commanication b^ween the diffsraat 
TiHsiges, which appi^ared as iskmds rising above tlm 
mA^i and being thus strongly marked out^ wi 
Ibtt^ed otti^ves that no iaterettnig object within 
tlMm WbiilA eicape our curiosipty. We hkd been 
tdid that we should find many atitiquities at Scfaaai^ 
ba^^ Amntxers^ and we advanced towards it aIoiig4 
Mrrow serpentme dyke, whidi divided two se&ft oi 
Humdation* To have more time for our (^serva* 
ticois, we had advimced a ki^e beyond owt de^ 
tl^chinent; a guide oft hcnrs^^ak, two guides on 
foot, a young tma from Rosetta> the two Generals 
Menod tod .MartAc^) a physieiaa i^fho served a^ 
our iiitetpreler, a draughtsman, and mrp^elf, formed 
tbe foremoit party of our cimipiny ; while Genaral 
Dolomieu, biding by the imdk a vicious horse, 
and several servants, remakied at scmie distance 
behind. 

Whilst we were observing the advantageous and 
picturesque situatiooi of Kafr-Schaabas, a hamlet 
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a little distance tramk Sdmabas^ m% a«ir the phfw^ 
cum riding back to us at full gaU(^, ciying ai^ 
*^ They are waiting for us with muskets, and aie 
crying to us, Erga {Halt.^^) Our guides wished 
to parley with them, but they cmly answered us by 
discharging their fHeces, which, thoi^ they wer^ 
very near us, fiMtuimiaely did us im> injury. We 
maAt another aMempt to p^ey , bwt a second v<41ey 
warned us not to expose to the enemy's balls the 
legs of our horses, idiich were <mro»ly resource. As 
we were returning we perceived another troop of 
armed men, who were coming up by a road cover- 
ed with water, and threatened to cut off our .only re- 
treat* At this moment the draughtsman was seized 
with such a degree of terror as to be unaUe to thkik 
and act for himself, fmd fell hel^iess from hib 
hwse; in vain we tried to remount him, to take him 
bdiind one of us, or to persuade hiiU to u^^ hoUi 
of the tail of one of our horses; his last hour w^ 
arrived, and without being able to make use of ^^ 
iDhance <if escape^ be remained on the s|>ot, crying 
out through terror, till Jhis head becanpie the pr^y 
<rf the merciless enemy. In the mean time, those 
who had first fired at us were coming up, and, to 
avoid being aimed at, we had only time to gallop 
through the balls which flew round us on eveiy 
side. We now met the second party of the enemy, 
and DolcMmeu was^ mounted on a restive horse 
with his bridle broken ; fortunately I had just tiiuc 
to tie it together for him, and I was directly after 
repaid for this service; fgr.as I was remounting,. I 
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law Idm *fidl4nto a deep hole in whkh I should hftve 
cnink entirely, £Uid from which he escaped by his 
gigantic stature. I took another direction, cros$ed 
a dyjke which the enemy I^d broken^ whilst the 
grotmd was already covered with water, which 
came on in toia^ents in every direction, and at last 
rejoined our detachment, and we all returned to 
Kafr- Ammers^ which in our n^ we Ivere going to 
ta^e by storm. 

< It was four in the afternoon wh^i-we returned to 
this village; forty men concealed, in. a di^^ fired 
on us as we came upv but missed us aU, and>we 
were not fnore suceessfol in retummg the fire; 
Aey fetii'ed, however j to anotiber troi^ which 'w» 
waiting fw us under the wall, tor we now perceived 
^t this vill^tge was a. small foirtress, formed of 
four cuf^n$, with a tower- at each angle, to one 
of which a castle was connected. This little fort 
was separated from Schaabas by a canal filled with 
Water, and an esplanade of a thousand toises in 
length; The cMimiander of the jdace had hung 
but the white fiag, but the peq)le in ^ submrba 
still continued to fire on us 3 oifi* first atteck failed; 
the officer charged with directing it was thrown 
ofi^his horse into the water, and his party had se-> 
parated in order to pursue the inhabitants, who 
were carrying away their efects: the two Crenerals 
hastened up to remedy this disc»der and rally die 
party, but this movement obliged them to pass 
under the towers, by which several soldiers were 
killed or wminded from the fire of the enemy. We 
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BOW turned tiie fortress, ooe <^tbe tortus b44 901 
been armed, and we broke o|iea <nie of the gates 
of ihc town which h defaodcdi thirty scMkrs Mid 
the General entered; the latter and myself were 
the only persons of our party that were on hor^e^^ 
back, and the houses were w low that iv^ found 
ourselves a mark for all the three sides of the 
place: at die instant that I warned General Menou 
that he was aimed at, his hc»rse was kilk^ on tiine 
spot, and by his &U threw bis rider into a hole; 
I thought him dead, and was in vain eadeavouring 
to assist him; when General Marmpnt and soim 
volunteers came to our asai^awe and pn^idirew 
him; the firing in the mean time, however, vm9 
briskly kept up. on all sides; but the inhabitants 
were well armed, under shelter, and werc^ abl^jta 
take good aim. Alter ^cveraJ of our party w^t? 
killed or wounded, we were obliged to retread 
We now renewed the attack with .more order on 
the tower paraUel to the fwrmer which we had car* 
ried; at first the enemy lost several me^ and aban* 
doned ^e place, a»d we began to set fijce td the 
bouses in order to sqpproach the fort, biAt ei^t of 
our men having been wounded at the attack of the 
gi^, our positi(m became very haaardous, sis We 
had left thirty mesi to guard our bo^gf^ and had 
but few with us* At the approach of m^a^ the 
besi^ed raised loud cries, and shouts, which were 
imswered by the neighbouring villages, who begsm 
to ci^Iect their foroes, in order to relieve their coun-» 
tiTjrmen, and we h^sd them concert measures to 



Digitized by 



Google 



tRATEUlN EOTFrr. 129 

totce a passage to thetn. We aUowrtd them to 
eame up, and when near we gave diem a voUcy 
wh^pe we judged It would reach diem, and directly 
after, their war shouts were chan^d into lamenta- 
tions, and they retreated. Soon after a deputation 
Jttiived from the village of Schaabas, followed by 
the Sheifc Irimself with his standard: he told us 
diat the people With whom we were engaging were 
villainous robbers, with Whom there was no hope 
of treating; a native of the* country whom we had 
iet free at Malta served as his interpreter; and thi 
Sheik told us in confidence, tlmt tf we did not car- 
ry the fortress during the night, we should not be 
strong enough in the morning, smd that the people 
in the neighbourhood would cut off our retreat, by 
which we should all be killed. Whilst he wa« 
giving us this important information^ Ivs fine face 
assumed such an air of compassion, that I could 
not help sketchirig his portrait. • However, this ad- 
vice was not to be negle<Aed, especially as we had 
several wounded men with us, whom we should 
find much diflSculty to convey along a narrow and 
broken causeway, whilst we were covering our 
retreat. As we were meditating how we should 
best secure our retreat fh>m our ciitical situation^ 
the besieged, favoured by the darkness, pretended 
to have received assistance, and began a brisk fire 
on their flank, which they wanted to protect; and 
at the same tinae abandoning all their property to 
the flames, they effected their retreat in profound 
silence. We only heard them when they were 
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obliged to plui^ intd the w&ter, and we Ihen tfie<| 
on them at random; and a few camels whkh ha4 
strayed from them, and wen^ returning to the vil- 
lage, convinced us of tiieir iUght^ Being now masr 
ters of the. field of battle, we completed the des- 
tructicHi of every thing which w<Hild taire fire; 
and our soldiers Consoled themselves for tltefiitigue 
of the day and night, by loitfjing two hundred asse^ 
with two or three thousand fowls and pigeons/ ai^l- 
by driving away seven or eig^t huQdrejl shjc^p,. 
To us amateurs, however, notjung re^nain^ whic][i 
could make up to our curioi^ty for th^ dangerogs' 
and &tiguing adventure; o|ir hi^s of sucoess |iad 
entirely failed, and we collected little, if any things, 
worth record for the artist and antiquarian* At 
day-break we set out on our return without meet- 
ing with any further obstacle. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Vojft^efrom Bosetta vp the Nile to Cairo.. ..General 
fw^e of the country.... First vjexo qfthe pyramids.... 
Cairo.. ..Gardens of Mur ad-Bey.... Journey to the' 
pyramids^ and description of them- . . .Sphinx. . ..Man- 
ners of the inhabitmts qf Cairo. . . .Affray in the town, 
and general rising of the inhabitants... .Quelled.... 
Thehouseqf the instUute pillaged..., Cemetery of the 
Mamei$ikes..,.£kath of General Dupuis and Sul- 
£miosky....Kindness of the middle orders of people at 
Cairo. 

On our return to Rosetta we fbuhd an order from 
the c<»nmander-in-chief9 directing the members of 
the institute who had remained in that place to pro- 
ceed to Cairo, to assist in organizing the proceed* 
ings and the sittings of that assembly. I embarked 
the next day with my comrades. In quitting the 
province of Rosetta we left b^iind us the richest and 
most cheerful part of the Delta; for, in ascending 
the river, after passing Rahmanieh, the sands of the 
desert sometimes approached to the water's edge 
on the left bank; tl^ country becomes naked, the 
trees thinly scattered, and the horizon is marked by 
an uniform line, which it is almost impossible to. 
rej^esent by Ae pencil. I toed: a drawing, of Alcan, 
a village in which the aid-de-camp lulien, ^nd twen* 
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ty.fiyc volunteers, had been massacred by the hiha^ 
Utants. The village had irince been burnt, and the 
people expelled; but innumerable flights of pigecMis 
remained about the ruins, of which tl^y were now 
the only inhabitants* I also took a view of the vil- 
lage of Demichdati, and the reader may here remark^ 
that the pyramidal fbrm of the ancient Egyptian 
style of architecture, the regularity of the plan, ami 
the simjrficity of the capitals, are sometimes pre- 
sented even in the slight modem edifices, and give 
an air of historical gravity to the viUagea in Egypt 
trhich is not to be found elsewhere. 

At mote than ten leagues fromu Cairo we diss 
covered the points of the pyramids piercing the 
horizon; soon after we saw Mount- Katam, and 
opposite to it, the chain of hills which separates 
Egypt fifom Lybia, andforms a barrier to the banks 
of the Nile agakist the sands of the desert; but in 
Ais eternal conflict between this dertructive scourge 
and the beneficent river, the immdation of sand^ 
often overwhelms the country, chains its fcitility 
to barrenness, drives the labourer from his house, 
whose walls it covers up, and leaves no other mark; 
of vegetable life than the tops ^rf'a few palm-troes^ 
which adds still more to the di^ary aspect of dcs* 
truction. 

I felt ddighted in seeing diese mountains, and) 
visiting immumtenls, of which both the date and 
object erf* construction are lost in the night of past 
ages; my mind was full of emotion on contemplate 
mg these- vast scenes, and I regretted the ap^ach 
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rf the' night, which spread a veil over so strikiiig a 
picttire to the imagination^ and concealed from me 
the point of the Delta, where, among other magnit 
ficent plans. It was proposed to build a new metrop* 
<dis for Egypt. At the first dawn of day I again 
saluted with my eyes the pyramids, and took sev* 
cral views; and it was interesting to sec on the sur* 
face of ti^ Nile, then at high flood, the different vil^ 
lages glide before the eyes, backed by these monu«» 
mants^ which were destmed to record events that 
gave local interest to every object. 

I wished to be able to dmw them with that fine 
transparent hue which they derive from the immense 
volume of air that surrounds them: this is a pecu« 
liarity belonging to these monuments, which they 
owe to their great elevation; for the vast distance at 
which they are distinguishable, renders them almost 
transparent, and the blue tint erf* the sky causes their 
angles to appear sharp tod well de^ed, though 
they have been rounded by the decay of years. 

About nine o^clock the noise of cannon announc* 
€d to us the approach to Caiix>, and the feast of the 
new year, which was then celebrating. In our pre- 
sent position we saw numerous minarets surround^ 
ing Mount-Katam^ and proceeding from the gar<« 
dens on the banks of the Nile, whilst Old Cairo, 
Bukc, and Roda, appearing as part of tibe town, 
gave It an appearmice of verdure and freshness, and 
added to its magnificence,^ As we approached^ 
however, the illusion v^iished; every object re- 
turning as it were to its proper place, we only sa# 
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a heap of villages coUected near an arid rock? im4f 
I know not why, remote from the beautifiEd bads^ 
of the river. 

When I arrived at head-quarters at Cairo, I leaitrt 
that the commander-in-chief was then setting out 
for the p3nramids, accompanied by two hundifed n^ni 
who were to protect liiem in their research^^ I 
now lamented that I had not known of this expe* 
dition a few hours sooner, as I compered it firuit-* 
less to set out on such a journey, without being prOf 
vided with what, was requisite, in order to observe 
these objects of curiosity with advantage; and be- 
sides, I was so fatigued with my former joumies) 
that I much wanted to rest all my limbs, so thf^ 1 
had determinedrto delay this expedition till the as^ 
tronomers should go to make theh* observations in 
these celebrated places.' 

On leaving table, the General said, *^It is impose 
sible to visit the pyramids without an escort, smd 
one cannot often spare for the purpose a detach-^ 
ment of two hundred men.' ' The ascendancy wlnoh 
feome minds have over olJ^rs, at once degffroyed 
all my reasoning; it was this ascendancy whidi 
made me a follower from France to Egypt, mid 
it now determined me to be of tibe party to the^ 
pyramids ; so, without retuming home, I tocA: nqr 
road to Old Cairo, and rejoined the comrade^ wiA 
whom I had been sailing up the Nile. It was full 
night when we got to Gizeh,' and I knew net 
where I should repose; but in wandering about I 
found myself, by a good/fortune which seemedilSife 
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etchantment, in^ a hall furnished with fine velvet 
oiiysliions^ and scented with the peifume of a^ 
orfuige^^ov^y which gentle air wafted to us. I 
went: down into the garden, which appeared by 
BjK>onlight to be worthy the description which Sa*, 
vary has given. This was the pleasure-house o^ 
Murad-Bey. I had heard its charms depreciated, 
and I only now saw it after the inarch of a victorious 
army; but I could not help feeling that, withput 
resorting to needless comparisons, the oriental lux-> 
uries have their charms, and fill the senses with 
voluptuous pleasure. We do not here find, indeed,, 
jdiose long alleys which are the pride of the French 
gardens, nor the serpentine walks. of the English, 
where health and appetite are the reward of the 
exercise required to survey them; but in the east, 
where indolent repose forms one of the chief luxu- 
ries, the tents or kiosks are pitched under the thick 
branches of a cluster of sycamores, and open at 
pleasui^ upon a fiagrant underwood of orange and 
Jessamine. To this is added the voluptuous plea- 
sure of enjoyments still but imperfectly known to us^ 
but which we may easily conceive; such, for in- 
stance, as to be attended by young slaves, who 
unite, to elegaace of form, gentle aad caressing 
manners; to be indolently stretched on vast and 
€k>wny carpets, strewed with cushions, in company 
with some favourite beauty, breathing perfumes, 
and intoxicated with desires; to receive sherbet 
from the hands of a young damsel, whose Ian* 

gjLiishing eyes express the contentment of willing 
VOL. 1. 2 c 
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obedience, and not the eonstraiat of senntnde* Sur* 
rounded with these delights; the burning Afrira^ 
need not envy the inhabitant of Eurofies and nMU9? 
may find happiness wherever there is beauty,, and 
iprace, whether in the gardens of Trianon, or r^r 
posed on the banks of the Nile. 

The officer who commanded die escort happ^od 
to be one aSmy firiends; he entered me in the list o€ 
those who were bound for the pyramid; we w^Pft 
about three hundred. The ne^t mornings after 
much waiting to collect the party, we ^t out> l^te as^ 
generally happens where many ar^ 1^ be put in qio^ 
tion. We sailed through the fiolds by the inun- 
dation trenches, and after tacking often thrcmgh 
the cultivated country, we landed about noon on the 
t>orders of the dqsert, half a league, from the pyra^ 
mids* I took several views of them in 4iff<$rent 
positions as we ajqproa^hed* 

As soon as w& quitted our boats we found our-- 
selves^ in the. sands, and climhi^ the level on wUch 
thes^ monuments rest. In ajqpiroaching.thgs^ ati)^ 
pendens buil4ings, t^ir sloping and ang^ibr fbnM 
disguise their real height, and lessen it to the eye;. 
and besides, ap^ve^y thing regular is only great or 
imall by comparisoai ^nd as these masses of ^tcoe 
ec%se in magnitude nvcry surrounding object, and 
yet 9re much inferior toa n[iountain (the only thin^ 
with whicl\ our knagj^tion can compare them) 
one is surprized to i^nd the first impression give^ 
by viewing them at acjistance, so much diminished 
^ a Jiearer aiyroach. Howeveri on at^inpUng tp 
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irieaBuit any 6ne of these gigantic woits of art by 
some known scale, it resumes its imhiensity to the 
mind; fbf, as I approached to the opening, a hmi- 
dred persons who were standing Under it appeared 
so small, that I could hardly take them for men^ It 
would be a good method for the artist to give an 
Idea of the dimension of these edifices, by repre* 
senting^ on the same ground^plan as the building, 
*ome procession or feligious ctremony analogous 
to th6 tocient customs. As it is, these monuments 
standing alone, and without any IMng scale of com- 
parison, excepting a few detached figures in front, 
lose both the effect of their grtad proportions, and 
tf^ general impressioh which they Would otherwise 
make. We have a go6d ekample of comparison in 
Europe in St- Peter's chiifch at Rome, the magni- 
tude of which is concealed by the exquisite har- 
mony Of |]ftoportionj and the crossing of the general 
Outline, ^11 the eye descends to k proeessi(m of the 
religious oi^ders celebrating tMss, and followed by 
a train of Worshippers, which in this situation ap^ 
pears Hke a group of puppets itiem^ng to act 
AthaUa iM &e theatre «f Versailles^ Anodier pohtt 
of resteififblaiK^e between t&ede two fedifioe^ is, that 
nothing but the ^^otij^m of a saeerdoial ^orem- 
fi^nt bdOftt v^wiift tb «*idertakfe ihem, nor any 
'ttlfhg bbt the l«tipid ttfldilt^lsm ^ a people would 
^6tibriiftt0ftieWb6%f€^ building. But to rettm to 
ift^ dctukl sike of the pyr^iilidsi iec us first ascend 
^ small heap of sor^ andriibbish, whicMs, peAaps, 
the remaiiis ^ *e tt^nch erf tbr first 6f these edl- 
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fices, which presents itself, and which now Ie«k to 
the opening through which it may be reached* 
This opening, which is nearly sixty feet from the 
base, is concealed by a geaefal stone^fiicingt which 
forms the third or inner indosuK to the sectary 
entrenchment around thb momimiBnt. Here be^ 
gins Ijhe Er^t gallery; its direqUonlies towards tl^ 
centre and base of the edifice; but the niubbislu 
which has beeii but ill cleared out,; or which, owing 
to the natural slope, has fidkn back again into the 
gallery, added to the ssmd daily drifted in by tha 
north wind, and which is neyer forced out again^ 
has so blocked up the passage as to ren^^ it; very 
inconvenient to cross. At the extre)nij^ .<>f this 
gallery two l^rs^ blocks of granite are met. with; 
which form a second partition to, this mysterious 
passage. 

This obstacle appears toMve perplexed all those 
who have undertaken the research, ahd has led to 
several landom attempts to surmount it« Endea? 
vours hfivc been madeJby former visitors to cut a 
passage throu^ the solid stone, but this proving 
unsuccessful, they have returned some way, have 
passed round two blocks of stone, climbed oi^r 
them, and thustdiscovefcd a second galleiy of si> 
steep an ascent, that it lias, been necessary to hew 
sjteps in the ground in order to mount it. This gidr 
lery leads to a kind of landing*-place, in which is n 
hole usually called ** the well," wlrnh is tlje open- 
ing to a horizontal gaUery leading to a clmmber 
known by the 4iamo of ^' the qinee^^s climber,? 
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mdiout ornament, cqrmUt^ or zny inscHptidit what- 
ever. . - • ' .. ' '^ I -• ' ' ■■: ' . ■ 

Returning to t^ landing-place, a perpendicular 
opening leads to the grand gallery, \^McE terminates 
in a second landing-place, oii which is the third and 
last partition, constructed with much more art, and 
ivhich gives a striking idea of the importance which 
the Egyptians a^ehed to die inviolability of their 
filaces of sepulture. 

Lastly comes the royal chamber, containing the 
sarcophagus, a narrow s^ctuary, which is the sole 
end and object of an edifice so stupendous, so co- 
lossal, in comparison of all the other works of man. 

In reflecting on the object of the construction of 
the pyramids, the gigantic pride which gave: them 
birth appears more enwmous even than their actual 
dimensions; and one hardly knows which is the 
most astonishing, the madness of Ityrannical oppres- 
sion, wMch. dared to order the undertaking, or the 
stupid servility of obedience in thci people who sub- 
mitted to the labour. Ih short, the most favoura^ 
ble view, for the honour of human nature, in whicR 
these monuments can be considered is, that' man 
was thereby ambitious of iSvaffing nature ih immeri- 
rity and eternity, and not without success, sinde 
flie mountains contiguous to- these ecfificfes are less 
high, and still less exempted from the ravages of 
ifime than this work of huTpan haiids. 
t We had onfy two hours to devote to the pyra- 
Aiids, and T had employed an hour and a half In 
/fisiting the interior of the bnfy one which was^ 
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openr I haid strttched all my attentSon td retain 
what I had seen; I had taken drawings and tam^ 
ntrements as well as I was able with a singte foot 
niter; in Bhort, I had fUlbd my head, and I hoped 
to bring^way many observations wbrthy of remark '; 
but oti recdOing them to memory die next morning^, 
I found I had a Volume of queries stiH to ihake. 
I returned from my journey hafraa^d arid a[gitat«d, 
and found my curiosity more stimuhited than satrs^ 
fed by ihy visit to the pyl'amids^ 

I had only time to view the sphinx, which dei- 
serves to be drawn with a more scrupulous atfeui- 
tion tlmn has eVer yet b^n bestowed ixpdn hi 
Though its proportions ar6 coiossaly t&e outline is 
pure and graceful ; the ekpression of the head i& 
mSMj gracious, and tranquil} the character is Afri«. 
can^ biit the m(Oufli, the lips of which are thick> 
has a softness and ddicacy of efxectitidn truly ad^ 
imrable; it seems real life and flesh. Art must 
have been at a high pitch when this monumeM 
was executed; for, if the Head^warits what is (M&i 
style ^ tJiat is to say^ the straight arid bold lines 
which ^ve expression to the figures under which 
the Greeks have designated their deities^ yet suffix 
cient justice ha^ beehTenddred to die fine simpii^ 
el^ and character of nature which is displayed ikt 
tfiis figure. 

I had just snatched a glance of the tohibs, of smidi 
tempdes, ddcorated with limss-reH^fs s^d'st^es^ 
of niches in the rbdc, which might KaHre bitten 
the ma»iivenes8 of the pyi^amidis, and g^en tfieaii 
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deganoe; bixtr so many cfayecta .worddy qf invesli* 
gatian i^epEiaincd, that it wouUl have required many 
sack \dsit& astbe present ta have undertaken eveit 
^ sketch e£ them^ much mwe to l^ve endeavoured 
ta renmve the mysterious clo^d which for ag£t& btt 
hung over these symboHcal monuments.. Ahnoal; 
the same uncert^nty exists as to the time in which 
they were first violated, as eYei\ that of their con^ 
struction; the latter, which is lost in the night of 
ages, gives an immense period to the annals of art;^ 
and in this view we cannot too n\Qch admirje ^K 
accuracy of the pyramidal structure^ the penna^ 
nency secured by their fonen and consitniction,^ and 
by such immense proportions, that these g^aati^ 
monuments may be considered as the last link im 
the chain of the CQk>ssi of art and nature* 

Herodotus relates, that he wa&infarmi^ that thci 
great pyramid, of which I have just been sfie^kmg^ 
was the tomh of Cheopa; that the adjoining pyra-> 
mid wa3 that of his brother Cephrenes, who sue^ 
c^eded him; that only the former had any inner 
galleries; that an hundred thousand men had been 
employed twenty years in buiMing it; that the 
immense labour which it required had rendered tlus 
prince odious to his people; and that, iK>twithstand^ 
mg the taxes which were levied on his su^bjectSy 
the expence for the subsistence dT the workmen 
atone was so enormous, that the prince was obliged 
to prostitute his daughter to finish this monument; 
and th^t the receipts of this prostitution were so 
great as to enable the princess, bei^ides, to build 
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&e stnalLt^rnoBid adjoiaii^, wfaidi served fer hef 
own toad). We may add, that Cheopsj I ^^-^ig 
shut up the temples during his reign,^^ found alter 
his death no pai^gyrist among the priests, who were 
the historians of Egypt, and who related many idle 
ftbles to Herodotus, the first historian who has 
given us any light on this country. 

I had resided nearly.a month at Cairo, and I still 
had to seek for *5 the superb town, the holy; city, tjie 
delight of the imagination^ greatest among tibe 
great, whose splendour and opulence made the 
prophet smile," for thus the eastern people dra- 
cribe it. I did indeed see a numerous population, 
arid a vast extent of buildings, but jiot^a ' sii^;lei 
handsome street, nor cme fine monument. The 
only large place was Lelbequier, the* residence ttf 
Bonaparte; and this too has the air of a field, but 
during the inundation it pleases by itis s^eeable 
coolness, and by the night excursions which are 
there made in boats that have a striking effect. 
The palaces ofthis to^ii are all surrounded by 
walls, which render the. streets gloomy, instead. of 
enlivening them; and the habitations of the poor, 
which are still more neglected here than in other 
parts of the country, add to the af&icting view of ex- 
treme poverty, though the climate allows of much 
carelessness in the article of shelter, so that t)ne is 
tempted to ask where were the houses inhabited by: 
twenty-four sovereigns. However, within ttesc 
fortified palaces, some convenience and luxury is to 
be found; they are adorned with handsome marWc 
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baths^ and voluptuous vapour-stoves, with mosaic 
saloons, in the middle of which are. basons and foun^ 
tains of water, large divans composed of tufted car- 
pets, raised beds covered with rich stufFis, and sur- 
rounded with.magnificent cushions, which generally 
fill three sides of each room* The windows, how- 
ever, when there are any, never open, and the day- 
light which they admit is darkened by coloured 
glasses, and very close lattice- work, for the light 
principally comes in through a dome in the center 
of the ceiling. The Mussulmans, who make but 
little use of the light, take very little pains to procure 
it in the^- houses, and in general all their customs 
3eem to invite to repose ; their divans, Vhere the re- 
cumbent posture is more easy than to sit up, and 
^pm which it requires a serious effort, to a Turk, 
(o rise; their dress, which is a kind of close pet- 
ticoat that confines the legs; their large gloves, 
which stretch nearly eight inches over the fingers' 
ends; their turban, which prevents tl^ hfead from 
stooping; their custom of always holding a pipe in 
their hands? and intoxicating themselves with its 
smoke;.. ..all these circumstances conspire to des^ 
troy activity and immagination, so that they medi^ 
tate wi^ut an object, pass every day in the same 
tasteless manner, and even their whole existence 
Without seekii^for any new ob^ct to relieve its dull 
nH>notony4 Even that class of society who are 
obliged to work for their livelihood, are not much 
different from the higher ordel^ that I have just des- 
cribed; they have been long taught to expect no 
VOL. I. 2d 
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Other reu^ard from industry th^ a biflt Siibiftstfthc*, 
and thus they have no motive to dcpa-t frb* Qi** 
ofdinaiy routine, and to exet6i« their inVftAfiotta 
They even dislike fiarHcUlariy ev«y OciHifjafiott 
Mrhich keeps them standing; ttit j^Mti ttadfcsttUffi^ 
carpenter, farrier, all work sitting, tvtn ^e ihasoik 
raises a minaret without standing to his trdTk; like 
savage nations they do every thing almost #iSi 
a single tool, so that one is surprized' at flie ^Xt*- 
rity widCi Wttch they manage it, afid JshbuM aMoW 
be tempted to allow them Ihyttitive Ingenftfty, if 
tfidr invariable method rfproceedihgdld hot rktiier 
fead one to attribute it almost to a kiiWd *f iiisrtiAet; 
like the insect whose workmaiishlp w« sldmirc, 
Whilst we krtow that it has ttot the pdWer Of kp'^ 
plyihg thfe same skill to different putpbieS, II is, 
however, td i despotism Which always comtoaiidS, 
and itevfer rewards, tfiat we must lOok for the 
sont^fe and perttiahent tauMr of this 4/ti^ati^ ^ 
industry. I have sbcfe sei^n, in upptr Egyp*> 
Arabiati artiiang, when not under the tesBSffcint of 
Aeir masters, comhig to offer theh^ ser^fees to thb 
^^Wrikmeri atooh^ our soMBers, assisting iJittn in 
their operations, and, ^titt of wages adequaftd to 
their industry, cndeiaVOuring assiduousfy to give 
us satisfectibh by patlttit arid active ^erVifefes- I 
have dso bbsetved tttfcto eixamine with de»^ the 
pliy bf the wihdfhilf, tad Watch With ^nfi?port the 
aitroke of the pile-driver: perhaps. Indeed, their ih- 
ilate iftdtdcnce is a secret cause of their great ad- 
juration 6f th^Se two tti^cTiines, which assibt iio 
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XKK»«i«f7 I«l>9ur, tiwt 9f raising water swd buiW- 
wg dykes to ke^ it in. . 

The inluiiatants of this ^9m^ biiild as little ^^ 
poasibfe, and repur «tiU le^St K a wall threatpijs 
1^ come down, they prop it up; if, notwithstanding, 
it 611s in» it only vn^^^ thg f(^er rooms in the 
houae, and they <|ttt$tly rfu»g^ ^tir ?arpets by the 
«iidc«f the ruins; if atlaft th^ lK)^»? fall? alto- 
gether, they «ith«r abandon tjuf ^Dpt» or if they arc 
obliged to clear it out, they carry away the rub- 
hiisli to m little 9 d|«t99Cf! ^ possible, which is 
the. caiMe thw iii,aln»fl»t pye^y tRVa of Egj'pt> wi^ 
e^efOisHy in Cairo, th« eyp-^ti^e triw^^ller ip con- 
«tltt^ tiveated hy hf »ps or r^th^ mount^ps of 
ruHuah scattered about, th^ c^nfe of whiph he if 
At«h3i«tQdi««0Mfyr, , 

Thwe ut some eossidtfablefdi^pea at Cairo, 
whieh I tJmk. shwkl be attributed to the tim^s of 
the Ciliphs} ^uoh u th? p%h)^ of Je^pji, thp well 
jaf Jofteph* tj» p»n«rii^ <^. /osepjj. *ll of whiph 
}mw be«n.8pofcen of ii^y Ymim> tmveU^r^, and by 
.«MMK the pepoiar ti^iUon ^ b^n rf t^iped pf 
Ibms.ttfimiwgjtii fmT\g their Sfigin to the for^r 
•i^t i^ Joseph, the slave, of Pfltiph§rf W^m this 
the Qutt Cairo sbottld te m ^n^nt as M^pif!\m, 
nnd the .repaid of other ttorms jsho^ld h§ fovD4 
WMT tfeifi iei^, sinoe these palasf^ .9¥P # hiiilt of 
mm iwiift j9Qisot ll^s ths §dilc<?s Aeras?|ves, 
ftwidea, tb«ae ttrnatHres 9JI bear ^e general 
nuMcicA (^ tbs Muswlmui ArchiteQiurie .of the^ re- 
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gions; that is to say, diey present an assemUage of 
magnificence, misery, and ignorance, as these halfr 
barbarians have taken for the comstruction of theiy 
vast buildings the materials which were the nearest 
to their reach, and used them as t^ey earner to tl^if 
hands. 

The aqueduct which brings wat^ from old Cairo - 
to the castle, by a route of an hundred and sixty fa- . 
thorns, would be a wcnrk of art worth celel»^tingi 
if in its course it was not rendered &ulty by many 
imperfections. » 

The castle, which is built without plan,^ or any 
real strength or defence, has, however, some parts 
which are well laid out- . The Bsushaw here resid* 
ed, or rather was shut up; the only remarkat^ 
room in his quarter b the hall of the divan, iii^ 
which the Beys assembled, and which has 6ktn 
been the scene of angry debates and bloody strife 
in this contentious govoimient^ Jos^^'s well, 
which is in this quarter, is cut in die rock, two 
hundred and sixt}'-nme feet in depdi : Norden hai^ 
given a iuU descripticm of k. Joseph's palace, 
which I have just menticmed, is certainly planned 
in a fine style, and I could not see, without some 
admiration, the use which the Arabian architects 
have made of the antique fragments, which they 
have incorporated in their own works, and the in^ 
^nuity which thqr have shewn in occa^naUy 
mixing with them cnnaments of their own invention. 

At i»*esent, as the Turks no Icmger find ready 
to their hands the columns of ancient £gypdan 
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jarchhecture, and yet cbntifiue to build ttiosqui^ 
without clearing away those which fall to ruins, 
they commission the Franks to send them columns 
by the dozen. Thesie purchase them of evtrysiz^ 
at darara^ and' when the. columns arrive at Egypt, 
the Mussulman architects surround the astragitls 
with rings of iron, and employ them to support 
the arches of the porticoes of their mosques. The 
pfflars are in a very miserable style of Greek ar- 
cliitecture; and the Saracen ornaments, which be- 
gin immediately beyond the columns, contribute 
to form a mixture of composition in as bad a taste 
as can be imagiifed. The minarets and the tombs 
arfe the only buildings which preserve the Arabian 
style in any degree of purity; and if they do not 
prfesent that appearance of full security, which is 
the perfection of architecture, at least they gratify 
the eye by a richness of ornament, which does 
not degenerate into heaviness, and a symmetry of 
parts combined with somuch ele^nce, as to remove 
all idea of meanness and poverty of style. The 
cemetery of the Mamelukes is ah example of this: 
in quitting the rubbish of Cairo, Ate stnmger is 
astonished to see slnother town' all built of whit^ 
marble, where edifices raised on columns, and ter- 
minated by domes, or by painted, carved, and^t 
palanquins, form a cheerful and invhing picture; 
trees alone are wanting to render this funeral re- 
treat a delightful spot ; so that it would seem as 
if iht Turks^ who basrish gaiety from their houses 
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whe^ alive, wi^^ed tq bury it with tticwi, ift tijc 

I WHS finifllung my ^rawing q£ this smptmry.of 
^Mh, 8o absurdly gay^ when I heard loud orie^i 
,iiHbich I ^t first look to be some^ i^iieral^ atten^^^ 
by hired f&»L2^ nioumers, a^ i§ the custom ho^e;,. 
but OD turning tny ^e«, I saw a wHmb^r of wome^ 
Tunning away, and making a sigfi ^ me to ft^Uo^ 
them* The idea of the scourge of thp country at 
first rushed into my mind, but seeing the ground 
clear for a ccmaiderabk di|tauce,:and no Ax^^ c;q1« 
)ecting, I resumed my drawings. Direqtly ^^^ 
Jiowever, I saw several men ^|^ %jii^ i^ff, and, 
being at a consi^rable distance fwf% Qur piyn ppst^ 
I tibtought it mc»t prucknt to ?etum» I fO¥94 *P»WI 
agnation in the ^^ets, and iwnpriw in J^ ^9^f^ 
the inhafaitasts. Whe>P aprived at my hpusej. J 
lewnt that th^rc had been an ai&^y ip the to\TO, a^ 
that the Governor hswi been wiiRSf^pated* Th^ nqwft 
©f firing was heard, and we wfa^ alarmed ftr tb^ 
liouse of the Institute, whi^ was si^^atf4 in th? 
midst of gardens looking towafdl* tibe q^^try, an4 
enjoyed in times of peape a deligjitftd ftt^^iqpuUity, 
but for the same reason WM^ %rt qu^Mtiff oi^^^ 
6ubui4« to be abandoncjd ia my serkHW ^^frtufb- 
toee, or if attacked by the Ar»b« : tfffm^ th? 
town it only ki^ed upon the pw< inhabited hf 
the powest class, and oonseqii^^^ (the mm^^kf 
feared. We teamed that the Imm ^ Qsmmf 
Cafisardfi had just b^en pilfa^d, a^id that vBmff 
persons in it belonging to the, commission of arts 
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Ka& fidkrt rfc^jfts to the ftii^ of^e jK)puUcc: W« 
immediately made a muster Of o^r owa pArt3r^ 
and We found four absent, wfeo, « we learned 
ah hour after from our pe^e^ had been ma^ 
sicred. We had ho hitelfigWice criP Botlapartef 
flight was coming on, firitig was h^ard b difi^tent 
places, and dries every where; in short, We fb^^ 
a general insurrection. 

General Dumas, in returning from his pur^it 
6f the Arabs, had made a great carnage of the 
rebels in entering the town, and had <cttt ofFlSie 
head of a seditious chiif whilst Tie was harrangnfoig 
the people ; biit a full half of the town, ahd that the 
most poptildus, was barricaded up; more than foutf 
thousand inhabitants were entrenched in a tnosqile^ 
two companies of grenadiers^ had been ^pulsed, 
^d the cannon had not been able to penetrate into 
those narrow and crooked Greets, whilst the ene- 
Aiy, unseeti and protected in their houses, were able 
tb thf ow ittoes and lances on our party wifli safe- 
ty and effect* The General had sent for our pro- 
tection a detachment, which, however, he was 
obliged to withdraw about mitkight, and this for 
a time aggravated flie danger to whicfi the Institute 
Was exposed. The night, however, passed tjuietly 
eiiough, foy the Turks do not like to fight after 
dark, and make a poiAt of conscience not to kill 
their enetnies when the sun is gone down^: and, 
6ti iJie other liand, I, who have always thought 
that in ^perftotis situations, prudence, whfen it cati 
dtt nothing, becomes a paiitful trouble, toy down 
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to rest J trusting to the terror erf others to axradktf 
me in case of alarm. 

Early the next morning the war re-commencedt 
muskets were sent us; all tl^ members of the In- 
stitute took up arms^ and chose them leaders; but 
every one had his own plan o£ operations, and no 
one would obey. Dolomieu, Cordier, DeHsle^ 
Saint- Simon and myself, lodged at a distance from 
the others; our house might have been pillaged 
by any one who would take the trouble; but as 
sixty men had been sent to &e assistance of our 
comrades, we became easy on their account, and 
set about entrenching ourselrea in the best mari- 
ner we could, so as to hold out at least fout hours, 
if attacked by only a moderate force, that we might 
have time to procure relief by the alarm of odr 
firing. 

At one time we thought we were actually iii-. 
vested; for we saw the peaceable inhabitants fiy^ 
and we heard the noise of arms reach iip to oUr 
walls, and the bullets whistle on our terraces. We 
immediately pulled them to jneces, to give us ma-« 
terials for knocking down and crushirig any enemy 
who might attempt to force our gates; and at an 
extremity we could even use as a weapon of offence 
the ladder which served for amounting to our cham- 
ber. In the midst of our danger, however, the 
he^vy artillery of the castle made the diversion ^ 
our favour, which I so anxiously expected; it|wo-' 
duced all the effect which I looked for, and c<m^- 
sternation succeeded to rage. The artillery, fiow- 
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4veis (ioiild not reach the mosque, \rfaich wa^ now 
Ae onljr rdlying point of our enemies, all the rest 
kaving surrendered at discretion : but the mosque 
kself' was soon tufned^: and.a battery taught the 
enemy that our war&re did not. stop with the day; 
as a last effort, they now, pulled down their barri- 
cades and made a sortie?, but being repulsed, they 
iurrencfcred. The rest of the night passed quietly^ 
and the n^xt day we were at liberty. 

We had in fact how, for the first time, conquer- 
ed Cairo, fof before it had only surrendered to.thit 
conqueror of the Mamelukes : the timid and indo- 
knt Egyptians had smiled with satisfaction at thd 
expulsion of their c^ressors^ who had harrassed 
them with numberless vexations and acts of injus- 
tice; but when they were called on to pay their 
deliverers^ they soon began to regret their former 
tyrants: and, on recovering from their first panic, 
they had listened to their mufti, who found means 
to animate them against us with a £uiatic enthu- 
siasm, and they had ccmspired in silence. For our 
own security we oi^ht, perhaps, to have spared 
none who had seen French soldiers retire discom- 
fited j but our clemency anticipated their repents 
ance : and thus the desire di retenge in our enemies 
was not extinguished by their consternation, which 
I could read the. next day in the attitude aind coun- 
tenance of the malecontents; ,and I was convinced, 
that if^ before the day of this eqgagement, we had 

been encompassed by a circle of Ar^bsy we were 
VOL« I. 2e 
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now eoTifitted within nyrrawer lim% waA ohttold 
always be obliged to maarth thi^oi^ domestic ibc^s. 

Some tr^dtdn weir indeed an^stcd aii4 p^tfu^h^ 
but the modques whidi bad been the assykitt oif 
trimeft were Tcstored, and the pride of the €^kn^ 
ders wHs heightened by the act (^ coodoseeittioii^ 
whilst their fknatieism wias hot subdued by ^ii^ 
tcrrw. Whatctcr representation could be madeta 
Bonaparte of the danger of anch a line of oo))duot 
Widi the rebels, nothing tniuld shake tht aeiKdtfie«its 
of hnm»^ which he di^ayed in this eveM; he 
wished €o shew as modi cEcmency as he oould ex- 
cite terror, and the past waa foi^tten, whilst we 
had to lament many and acriooa losses* 

General Dupvis, an excdloH captrai) tvho^ fyf 
two y<aft had braved* the dangers that beiet A» 
path of gloty in the b«illiant campaigns t^ Italy, 
was assasblitated at this time, whilst reconnoiteringf 
by a cowardty blow. A kiufe ftiatened to the ind of 
a stick was throrwn down from a window^ cut the 
artery df Ma arm^ attid he expired in a few temoients : 
the young tod brave Suteowaky, irfio was hardly 
recovered ^omthe wounds he received in the ro- 
mantic bafttfe 6£ Salager^ went to reconnoitre t^e 
enemy, whom be discovered, attacked, defeated^ 
and pursued, in spite of a ^great dispt-c^xMtion of 
nutebefs,' but nnfe^tunately fkfiing ixA6 an ambus- 
cade, his horse was pierced with a larifee, fell iqK>n 
him, afnd in this situadon he was cruahed by cMie 
who was hastening to Us assistance* Thus per* 
ished a most distinguished officer in the -army, an 
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acute obscrv er on the march, an intrepkf warrior 
in the battle j his pen rcUeved his hand from the 
fatigues of the sword; he had just described the- 
march to Belbeys with as much grace and interest 
as another irould have related the glorious share 
which he had in that eKpedition, and the honour- 
able wounds which he received: this much-lament- 
ed young foreigner, ambitious of glory, sought i4^ 
in our battalions; suppressing the vivacity of his 
character, he modelled his actions from those of thd. 
leader whom he had chosen to follow : and thus 
jealous of distinguishing himself, he had set before 
his eyes the measure of his emulation. I hud been 
entrusted with all the passions of his youth, I coit- 
tinucd to admire his noble ambition, for it was by 
study and real merit that he wished to rise. He 
had just been interesting mc by his energy and the 
free confidence of friendship, when the newsof liia 
death came to distress and agitate my mind; he was 
one of the most amiable of the officei-s of the army, 
and his death cast a melancholy cloud on the \ic^ ^ 
tory of the twenty-third of October* 

Though the populace, the devotees, and some of . 
the great people of Cairo, shewed themselves fan- ^ 
tastical and cruel in this revolt, the middle class . 
^ which is in all countiies the most accessible to rea- 
son and virtue) ^^as perfectly humane and gene- 
rous to us, notwithstanding the wide differences of , 
manners^ religion, and language: whilst from the 
galleries of the minarets murder was devoutly 
preached up, whilst the streets were filled witJi 



Digitized by 



Google 



154 TRAVELS Wr EGTPt,^ 

death and carnage, all those in whose houses mqfi 
Frenchmen were lodged^ were eager to save them 
by concealment, and to suppljr and anticipate all 
their wants: an elderly wpmati in the quarter in 
which we lodged gave lis to understand, that as pu? 
wall was but weak, if we yr^rc attacked, we had 
only to throw it down, aind to seek ibr shelter inher 
harem; a neighbour, without being asked, sent }isi 
provision at the expence of hfs pwn storey wh^n 
no food was to be purchased in the town, ancl 
pvcry thing announced approaching famine;- he 
even removed every tiding from before pur house 
which could render it conspicuous to the enemy., 
and went to smoke ^t our door, as if it was his 
own, in order to decpive any that might attack us: 
two young per^pns who were pursued in the streets 
were snatched up by some unknown people ap4 
carried intp a house, and, whilst they were fu- 
riously struggling for deliverance, expecting that 
they were ^e^tined for some horrible cruehy» ihc 
kind ravishers, pot T^ing able otherwise to con- 
vince them of the hosj^ble bene vofence of their 
intentions, delivered up to them their own children 
as pledges of their sincerity, Many other such 
anecdotes could be givei) of .delicate sensibility^ 
which recall the feelings of human nature in th^ 
times in which they seem to be entirely aban^ 
dpned. If the grave Mussulman represses those 
tokens of sensibility whidi other nations wotdd 
take a pride m exhibiting, k is in order tO|flrps^^ 
|]ie dignified austerity of his chKi-acter. 
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CHAPTER IX, 



M^isn^ies of the ibis in the vaults qf Saccara^ and 
conjectures concerning that bird.... Curious jug- 
gUng tricks of the Psylli with serpents. ...Great 

. . ntility of the ass in Egypt. ^..Caravan from Mount 
' iSinai..,, pyramids on the plain qf Saccara^ and 
near Memphis,.. .Various Egyptian villages and 
manners qf the inhabitants.... Tents of Bedouin 
Arabs.. ..Superstitious ceremonies , Sfc. of the na- 
tives. ...March qf Desaix's army to upper Egypt 

^ in pursuit if Mur ad-Bey. . . . Various severe encoun- 

,, tcrswith the Mameltfke army.... Desperate battle 
.qfS^dinan, and flight (f the Mamelukes. 

Ao return to the objects of curigsity. The vaults 
of Saccara had just been opened, and more than 
five; hundred muxnxiiie^Q of the ibis jb^ been found 
in a sepulchral cay^i; Two had been given me, 
and I CQuW not resist the desire of opening one. of 
^em^ so citizen i Geo0rqi and. pity self sat down 
alone at. a table, ^^ith all the n^c^sary. means of 
^ research befo^ u^, fmd n^y^elf^t with my pencil in 
|ny hai]td. , . / i .. 

. Thereis a cojisi^^rabie v^i^. ip the degree 
of ca*^ bestowi^4,ln epibfJming, these birds, so 
that in feet nothing but the qu;thei| pot in which 
the ifhole is c^nt^ed i^ cop^uAon to all. This 
difference aj^dpftlw^foe^to^-^^^flft 4^^ \9k^n 



Digitized by 



Google 



156 TRAVEU IN Eotrr. 

from the same cave, proves that the price of the 
work varied considerably for these birds as well 
as for mcUf and consequently that it was done at 
the expence of individuals; and also it may be 
presumed that the embalmed birds had not all been 
fed in temples, cr colleges of priests, in reward of 
"services rendered by the whole species. 

If the same had been the case with these birds as , 
'ivith the god Apis^ a single individual would have 
Sufficed, and these pot's would not be found by 
thousands. We may then suppose that the ibis> 
as it destroys all reptiles, was in great venera- 
tion in a country in which these hoxiotis animals 
abound at a certain time of the year; and, like 
the stoirk m Holland, this bird growing tame from 
the good reception which it met with every where, 
each house had its own winged inmates of this 
species, to which, after their death', the honcmi^ 
of sepulture were ^ven according to the means of 
the inhabitants. Herodotus relates, that he was 
infcMined that in the earliest times of the record^ 
of the country, the ibis abounded every where^ 
but that in proportion as the marshes of upper 
Egypt were drained, the birds i^etired to the lower 
province in quest of their food; which agirebs well 
enough with the report of modern travellers,, that 
they are still seen occasionally in the lake Men- 
zaleh. If the number had so much diminished 
even in the time of Herodotus, it is not surprizing 
that its existence at prfesent lias been considered 
as almost problematical. 
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Herodk^ relfites, that the i^rtcatsk K^f . H^l^]f»9jlis^ 
it)li>rmed him, that on .the retreat oi the iir^terf of 
the Nile,, clouds of ' vihgcd aeiTpcnts arrived hy the 
Vallies which separate Egypt from Arahii, Btid th^ 
the ibi^ went outto meet and feed oaa J:hem* and bf? 
adds, that he had never seen these winged serpex^ 
but that he had gone' Into the vaHie^, aijid had s«en 
Aeir skeletons in innumerable qitantityi. I tlwk 
(with submifision to the patriarch of history) that it 
was not necessary to create this. £dbile of dragooa 
fVotn Arabia, in order to render the ibis, a valual^ 
aAimal to Egypt, which produces of itadf so nrnkf: 
noxious reptiles; but the respectable, Herodotus 
was a Greek, and fond bf.die marvellous^. 

The serpent, though not winged,, ia stUl the ob- 
jefet of some sorcery in Egypt. I was with the 
cOmmander*in-chief one day, wbea theiP^ylli were 
introduced, and we put maxiy questions t^ them 
relative to the ijiy^ery of their §eet^ and tl^ si^-^ 
posed command over serpen^ which thjey: jtppear to 
possei|S. They answered our questions with ndoro 
assurance than intelligence, hut we. put; them to 
ihe proof: ^' Can you tell ys^" sai^ the General, 
•* whether ther^ are any serpents ia thp palace, 
tod if there afe, can you oblige them to come 
forth from their retreats?'! They answered both 
q^estjons in the affirmative; and wci put them to 
tfie proof: on which they searched aW the roouis,r 
and jiresently after they dcclareji that there was 
a snake in the house; they thei;i renewed theif 
search to disqdVe^ wh«re he wajjj hid.,* made ^o.me 
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<knivtiki(»is in passb^ b^are a Ju* plaoed:li ^ 
comer of <me <tf the rooms, jmd declared diattlhe 
ammal was tliere; wtere, mdeed^ we acttial^ fiKmd 
one. This was a true Comus's trick; we Iqc^^ 
at each odier, and admowledged that they wefe 
very adroit^ 

Being lUway^ cwioui to observe the taeai^ by 
lidilch men command die opimoiis of others, I re- 
gretted that I was not at Rosetta at the processkxt 
of the feast'of Ibralum, in which the convulsions of 
liie Psylli f(»rm the most ^itertainiog pait, to the 
populace, of this refigious ceremony. To make tip 
for my loss, I addressed myseif.to the chief of the 
oect, who was keeper of tl^ dcH or tavern of the 
Franks; I iattored hua; and he promised to make 
me a spectat<»* (tf the exaltation of (me of the Fsyll^i 
its soon as he should have blmi^ mte his spirtti <^ 
he expressed it. From my curiosity he thought I 
bid fitir to be a proselyte, and he proposed to initiate 
me, which I accepted; but when I leamad that in 
^ Ceremony of imtiatton the grand-masterspits in 
the mouth of the nec^hyte, this circumstance cool- 
ed my ardour, and I found that I could not prevail 
on myself to go tlffpagfa this trial; so I gave my 
money to the hi|^.priest, and he prcnnised to let 
me see One of the in^ired. 

^ They had brought with them their serpents; 
which they let loose from a lai^ leather sack in 
which they were ls^>t, and made them erect their 
bodies wiA Inss, by irritating them< ^ I remarked 
that it was the light whkh\princq>aUy caused their 
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^a^t^ fi» *s ^^^m «s . t^y ^i^er^^rQtCimed^iiAtp. the 
sack liheir passion xe^sed^ atidh t^y wf k^gor en- 
<leavoiireil to bkc;« It u^as nho cupqysta c^Jbi^prye, 
^t, when angrjTj the neck f<c»r i^ m^bea below the 
head was ctilated: to the size of^oiie's^baiid^ I sopn 
saw that even I could manage the serpents perfectly 
:weH without feur ,of tiheir itmgs; fw.haxing well 
remarked that thePsyUiy white tib^ were :thre?itep- 
ing the.^^al witbpne hand^isieized it on the/ba^k 
of the head with the dl^fr : I didthe sam^^with cmjc 
of the serpents widi;i^ual.Juoia3sa^ « th^ 
to the indignatiaai'Of tibe*perfari6^ themselves. 
After this, they pgrbeefided to the* grand my;stery: 
one of the performers tookia. snake, wluch he h^d 
previously diwMaied b3rbreaiangtli«, under ja^w and 
. by rubbing awayfthc^-s^futes.litt the whole of the 
palate was destroy^^t he .theagraisped it wi&tbe 
appearance of ppssion, aivi a{}proacl9ued4^vChije{^ 
who with grefttigravity ga>^ hi»x the ^>i/, that is 
to say, after utteoHSg some mysterious words, btew 
into hia month;, agid^ at thfitinatont, t^-other yfm 
seized wkh a saoredjocmvulsioA) bis arin^axi^ Jkgs 
cMstorted, his^ eyes jseeming tP: §tsgrt from his^ head, 
and he begaa >to tear th^^^aoima}^ witb fci^ 4^^ ; 
whilst thet^f^Fo attentdants, af pfcarii^ t^^. cpmmis- 
erate his sufferings, res^raiQedt Ms.sti^lggki^ with 
difficulty^ and :^iat€hfid from Ju^thaiNi^the'^rpent^ 
which he was unwilling ta 1^ gQ. ; % A^^Hpnas the 
snake yms vtmovtAi h#^Reiii;|iBfcdua»/ii^«topidj <but 
the cWefiappros^h^Jbflili.jaiptt^eejfe words to 
him, retook fw^bii«LJdi£»piiji|^y^aspiratbn, and 
VOL. ^. 2 F 
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he filmed to Ms tatuHA sttHei NdUr, ]fa)invir| 
he thdt had tseized the snUke l)e^iiiaf 10 Ibe lO^ 
meiited trith the same iitdDnt te t<MiSHlAnHlM tfi^ 
mysteiy, c^lhe up to the chief td d^lMlld UMi 
spiHt; and as he wis iith)nger aiid m6)« adtive HoA 
the flrart^ his cries aiid cotiViil^ietts W«^ fttill Itioie 
Tidetlt and lidiciiloUht I h&d hdW se^ eaOo^ 0f 
the initiation, and thti^ ended Mh giiMs justing* 

Ih these countries the seet Piylfi bdMti \k VMy 
high brigih: it was pslrticulaHjr p]«valent M C^^ 
haita; and the god Ktiiit^s^ €» the ait^i^tt of 
the unirerse, according to db-abo and £usebius, 
was adored at Eiephantina ulkd^ the fi^re of st 
J5er|)ent. 

From the tihie of the iitr^t oj^^en to that of 
Achhlih, ihehtioned by Stav^^ thift i«plile hais eii* 
joyed unitttertaipted fedebrffjr t aftei' having ten^yted 
bur firist mothferj the kp^c was taken away from 
Mitl; whdn makih;^ a tircte Witii hi% tail in !ns 
mouth he has become iht syiftbttl itf eternity ; when 
toiled toi^M k st^^ he Is the g^ of health; the 
Egy^th^, hf twiniilj^ tw)6 ^ them rcMrxd a giobe^ 
hkyt ret^feifehted, ^^ha|>«^ the eq\^ilibfium of th^ 
i^lfiitem ^ thi worM; ti^ IndfeAs put him kt tte 
hiMisbfaHtlteS^divt^iess we hiave tt«ade hitn the 
rfepifesteSitiAive cf jufiJtffee *npd prudence; the Jew-s 
have had ^h- %i^az^ i^^!k^ent$ the Greeks that of 
£knAt8 *tid the CV^t^bn^, «nd itt later times, tlie 
MussttteiAhs have "Aeir hastili, the deflowerer; and 
ytt so lAany HhuMln^oils have diaoged nothing of 
tte nMure of this wise ainmal; he continues to 
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^i«Q, lifl this ^elebri^? «9d thif ^BpUgii^eijhs^feryjincQ 
unanimously bestowed on this r^pit% ? 
* The i:^9ini&li9 doail jt^ oiflbc^ of csiftB f^ C^ifoy 
|h^y.]>ripig tKfeter aH the prwisioafs, ^4 45^tTy 
avay tbe fiH^: the «addk-bor$e8 ^ p^sG% 9se 
l^hieflf ijlt^^t^ to traA^c^ng ^s^mgsfm from 
pfac? to ^ae€, and: thfBsy are sejen in ey^iy ptjBtfit 
««441^^ jbmil^) a^ al5vS^«l«pdy^o sjfirt. fk^^^^ 
^ieh ^n J£un)pean4ilK^.ipp|f9^)^e^ 
IfcTf .jM»d4uU, afipe9rs ^qul^ ^ its tf^s^r^l €Uv^ m 
jEgy^j ^ it Ijiare >cq^s ^ Jits po^iv^« in fuU 
p^rig^ot^; it is ^ef^jthy, active, 9ad <:iieerfulj^ 4|^ 
imldf^t ^b4 «»fest iwqmi ^ mount tkjat .fpt^ i^a^ 
ptimW hsi^e; 1ms jna|«i|iii face is m ^fmW^ |t 
^iJhf, »d, ^Hh^it^ftiXigiipig h|$ r#di?-, b^ 99Jmf 
)im^f^J 9V^ ;the,l?u^.plaio8 wfeich^ie i^etvma 
4ilftl?^tj)flPt^ of titles ^^rag^^ T^njQcic 

Af ie^ypiy^y^iH^e ^r96'fi<>#gi^^^ ^h^ I ^pwjt 

jq^ifte knpiw**9 a|l4fee people ;^o kx ^«a4)ut % 
JW«e^ ai^^th^iieiJii^^^ a^tp 

fliriy|$ri!fte»y.da»iww^ m4 

flWve^ ^ /th? fdayaj jny v^e^; a^^ l^4ouM^ 
jMig^ I <^ould )g|9t^emi,to fifml 4Ke 499119^4 Mi ^ 
AV^s# w4 thus I pappp<^fcOT»i)UiG^*0 pj^ipe aa^ipidr 
Jy .a^ ^^ the JbiQSt horsof^ Mid ^0^ QpA|iijM)9 my 
{Ciia^yiMBts a jHi^eh 'logger .^iip)^. 

Jn tJm vwmtr^ duWBR poe of ny^tpuFp, i[«took ji 
drawii^.of,tliei)«ial'V[lp^ l|iijngpYfftlVto«tbeNik 
during the time of the inundati(m» 
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Being commissioned by the Institute to give a 
report of the diSerent^cokimns'in the vicinity df 
Cftiny, I marie several drawings of- those objedts 
dmt I judged the most worthy of note. 

I found myself very comfc^t^iSjle at Cairo, but it 
was not to kSter here that-l had quitted Paris. An 
Arabian caravian armed from Mount Sinai; bring- 
ing charcoal, gum, and/almbndsr it iioirtfctjed erf" 
five hundred men and'sevcn Inmdred camds^ It 
wis certainly an expensive way of transportftig 
merchandize wUdi would sell for so little, but the 
owners were in want of articles^ which they could 
not procure elsewhere, and they had oaly ctuurcoal 
to give in exchange. Some of their coimtrymen; 
a month before, had'endeavcmrdd to learn of thfe 
Greeks whether the French, who Were now mai^- 
ters of Cairo, did not devour Arabs; but as the^ 
were very* well treated they now arrived in crowds,. 
The ^mmander4n-chief wished some one to tafee 
Advantage of their return,' to gain information con- 
cerning the route -of Tor, and I was tempted to. 
take this ancient journey of the Israelites, and of- 
fered my services to the General, ^ifrovided he would 
iensure my return. He toM me he would keep the 
captain of the daravan as a hostitge for mie, b^t 
stoiled at my idea, that I should become acquaint- 
ed in twelve days with the particulars of the won- 
deffy^part of the expedition of jWoses, from the 
^me of ^his departure from Memfdiis to hb arrival 
rat Ae debert of Pharan; and, without a residence 
-,^:forly < years, that i should visi^MountJSiifim, 
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and ctoss apart of the world, the. ammls 6£ which 
mount to the highest antiquity, the cradle of dii:ee 
reKgions, and the native country of three legisla- 
tors, all descended from the family of Abrahamv 
who hare governed the opinions cS the world. . » 

But as soon as I made the pjnoposals to the Arab« 
chief, he told me that fw ^1 the gold in the worW 
he- would not tak^ the charge of me; thatit wouW 
f^ risking^ both my life, that; of aH die monks il^ 
Mount Sinai, and of every individual of his canu 
van, because two powerful tribtes^ thcOvatis bsdA 
Ihe Aysfidis, had vowed vengeance, against the 
T^enclu I was telling this to die €onmiander*in- 
<^ef, just as he was sending, cff a convoy to 
Dtsaix; and as I was set upon going to the east, 
I asked of him a passport soudtwards, and in a few 
hours I was actually on my journey^ - .' 

The next morning at day-break we were sttllit 
league short of Saccarah, as we had been slack of 
wind, and had only made four leagues during* the 
night. I took a view of tl^ pyramids of this place, 
as £u* as I could distinguish them^ which jkt this 
distance seemed to occupy a space of two leagues. 
Though so far from the river, I could distingmsh 
that the nearest, which is of middling Bize, is com- 
posed of stagea rising oi^ above the other: after 
this come to view other small pyramids almost 
destroyed; half a league ftirther is: one whose base 
seems as wide as those of Gizcb^ but of less ele- 
vation, and but Ktde decayed; half a league still 
fmiher is. the horgestof all dKise^f Saccar^, whoK 
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ibnn b oYegidar) that'b, the fine of the termiiMitm 
ing angle is sloped Uke a bottresa reversed; i^looe 
to this is a smiUler 0ne; and another nearer to Ac 
Nile, which is absi^uOefy ia ivias, and looks like 
a brojvni grey rock^ oaring, I suppose, to the mft* 
tertals feeing tmbimit brick; m^ the ihcN:e of (the 
river probahlf conottled alhet« from my view:. 

This multitude ofpyr^mds sewftt^fisd over th« 
district of Saccarah/ the plain of <he rnoiA^) a»4 
the caves of the ibis, all prove that this terriloiy jfm^ 
ihe Necrc^dis to the «»^uthof ^femphi^ m«1 t}«l^ 
the village opposite 4o tins, in 'Whi^ the pymmhfo 
of Grkeh arc situated, "^as an^ither ^r roptoUs {pr^ 
city of the dead) whidirfiortte^ the nertbem CKlp?^ 
mity of Men^his, and by tAfeese>Mse iMay mettsiire; 
the exteiit ofthbaciciiefrt'City* ." ' ^ 

In the afternoon^ tpp^sS^ I^Sssoada, we saw 
another very hr^ pyraxmd^- bi»t so shattered, <hat 
in any othw emistry bttt Egy^^ at ^the gjreat dhu 
taikoe at whicb it is seesi^fyom^thr^r; M wpuld 
be taken for a smaU^iilL A league (tol^r there ^ 
am>ther still larger and raore diApel^^ The squall 
iriands at this part of the river ^we fymx^'mws^i 
sriih dneks, herons, andpd%Ew». . -^" 

in the evening »« saw^ti^ pyratm^ 4)f MieidiMii 
tetwcen file vaiagTO of Ittgga «rf Ca^ 

In the nigte we arrived at £My^y aa^iGt^neral 
BeUiard #bligin|^ ofiemd ^to <tfum his dw^ellin^ 
With me^ ^^eh4jAdtied^was SMoK^soiaghj sm^^i^it ^ 
beds filkd the whole pscan; and we Me^^^^m 
tem:diem out when we :iifimtod t# set4$ wtuH^ 
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tttKl^agiiii to ramove th^ table when we Imd ocica* 

ri<M ibr btk^ beds. Thb union proved as happy a^ 

it -WM close^ Ibf we did not quit each other's 8Qt 

deiy durkig the whole campaign; and I wish he 

tfi^y hate i^tained as agreeable a reametnbrance of 

ifte, ag die gehtleness, ^uability^; and unaHeiaUt 

kindness of his character have left in my own breasi;. 

Tte fi<^K>nd night both O^r kitchen and our stable 

W^(m <3ftenikromn; but, as phlegmatic as Mu^uU 

m^Hisv W^ did not thtnk of quitting the place; and 

lie^ei^ notwilJistandiag this accident, our dweUt 

il^g was the best and the most respectable in ap^ 

pearance ^ the whole riUa^. In this part ctf 

Egypt all the buiMii^are made of mud and ch<^ 

ped straw dlitd in the 4suti; the stairs» window 

openings, hearths, utenaik^ aadeven fumttuf^f, ace 

^Ix^ tibe s^ne simple matedal; 8o that if it were 

poi^sible ^at the invariable order of climate w]u<A 

M^iire has fixed here should be for a momeiA 

tdi^nged, and^liiat unusual winds should antst and 

4 ii^olve in i%un some of thtvse groups oi cloudy 

Which the n(»th wind is perpetually driving over 

their heads ^ summer towards the mountains of 

Abyssinia, the towns and viMages would be isoftened 

down attd liqU^ed in a few hours so complete^, 

that eom might be sown on the isqpot wfaere thejr 

'sld^d; but thanks to the dimate^t ^ house built of 

"thid^aU material will generaHy kst the life of ^c 

builder, which is amply sufficient for the man whose 

S0^ mtlst rans(Hn from ti^ sovereign the ground 

for which his fathw has «4ready pwid. ;, 
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• The day after ifey irrivat, a colutxm of thtce hUa- 
*dred men went out to raise the miri or iand-ta^t^ 
find a requisition of hu&loes and horses*. In ibis 
respect we followed the example of the Mlmelukes^ 
^eadi of wbomj with ^ ^ame view", usedalwaysf 
in the province aUotted to him, to take the same 
military promenade, endimping before the towns 
^and villages, and living at free quarters till the re* 
iquisition was eoanplied with* This caUs to mind 
what Diodorus Siculus^says of die Eggrptians, that 
they think themselves dupes when they pay >^hat 
they owe, before they are forced to it by blows. 
I may ^mark too,. that, without ever refusing pay* 
ment, there was no ingenious device which they 
omitted in order to delay, at leajst for some hours^ 
^tilte seizure of their money. 

• The progress of this column gave me an excel- 
lent opportunity of making discoverifes, and of ob- 

. serving the pecutiarities of the intferiof o£ the eoui;i^ 
try. The first joumey brought ifte' near the jpy? 
ramid of Meidum^ which I had already seen Ur^ 
distance; I wa^ now no moi*e than half a league 
off it, but was separated 'iixjm it by the eanal of 
Jusef, and atiotker smaller one, andwewer^net 
provided with a boat. Howtver, with the assist^ 
ance erf an excellent glass, and as clrar fine weather 
as posi&le, I w^ able to make my ob^ervatioBs 
tipon it almost as Well as if I touched it It is 
buih on a ptetform made by one of the secom^ry 
hiHs of the JLybian chain; The form of th^, j^jr 
ramid is five .large retreating stepis or stages; the 



Digitized by 



Google 



TRAVfiLI IN EdY»r. 167 

eaIcareoii8 stone of which it is composed is more 
or less friable; the base sikI the lowest stage are 
more worn Ihan any of die others, and in the mid*- 
dle of ibe seoond state seroral courses have under- 
gone the sraoie decays In {msaing from tl^ vil* 
lage of MeidumtOcthatof Sapht, I hadanoppor* 
tuni^ of observing three sides of this pyramid! 
and it appears that an openii^ has been attempted 
at the second sH^ on the noirth side: the rubbish, 
covered with diifted sand, rises as big^ as this 
opening, and covers all but the angles of the first 
stage. The ruin begins at the thitd stage, of 
miuch about a third part remains: the entire height 
dp all that is left of this pyramid ai^>€)a]:s to be i^nt 
two hundred ffeet. 

All the country which we passed was abundantly 
fertile, and sown mth wheat,' aamfiwi, barley, 
beans, lehtiles, and doura or ^ot^, which k^i kind 
of millet, cultivated > almost univenmlly in u^ier 
Egypt. Whilst the gram of this plant is still 
niflky» the peasants roast it like maize, they chew 
the green staik like the sugar came; the leaves are 
food fof cattle; and tl^ medulla or pidi, wImi 
dry, serves for tinder; the cane siq^ies the place 
of wood for firing and heatingthe ovens; flour is 
made of the grain itself, and cakes of the flour, 
but none of all these parts are good. 
' Between Meidum atid Sapht I Icmnd the ruins of 
a mosque, among which wct&krge ccAumns of ci- 
poline marble: could this be remains of the ancient 
Nicq)olis? However, J JSmndhx the neighbourhood 
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no fragnfrats of wall w^idh do^ld indi^te the e^istf 
enee of any antiquity. , , ,. 

From Sapht we went to an adjoming han^}^ 
which 18 a ki»d of mud foitr^a* . This feqdal i^ 
treat was. formed of an enclosure cro8se4 by sqpie 
streight stn^sts^ and within was a snu^ caistlc;^ 'm 
which iJK Kiadief resided^ wWch .was e^b^ttled^ 
and contained a covered way full of loop-ljiol^s; th^ 
Kiachtf^ however, had emigrated, and his sate||)t^ 
dispersed, and the inhabitants of the s^jacetit villa^ 
ge^ had taken their revenge, by, pillagi^ his houses. 

Our second expedition was to Meimund, a very 
rith villa^ with, ten thousand inhabitants. If ike 
all the rest, it is surrounded with dung^s 9^ 
heaps of rubbish, which, in such a flat country aa 
this, form so many hills, that may be seen at p, con^ 
sidferabt^ distance. Every evening each :of th.ese 
eminence^ Si «een covered with people^ w^ li^ 
down upon iti and breathe its noisome vapours^ 
limokihg their pipes, and observing if all is quiet i|i 
the fieldsi , These heaps of dung and rubbish ptQ: 
ducemany iaiconveniences, they obsqure the houses, 
infect .dieiair, and fiU the eyes of; the peoplp with 
an acrid; dust mixed with minute straws, lyhich is 
one of'the.numertais causes of the disease^ pf th^ 
eyes to whioh> the people of Egypt are so much 
exposed. ..., . \ . : 

From M^imJittd lic proceeded to EI-Eafiefi, a 
pretty village Jn an ex;cellent country. The gufUr 
arabic is here collected, which is procured by in^ 
cisiioh froita a kind of mimosa, called the nilotica, or 
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Egyptian thorn, which bears very fragrant golden 
buds. We here procured fine horses, and an ex- 
cellent breakfast. We discovered fi-oni hence 
Abussir, Benniali, Dallaste, Bacher, Tabuch, Buch, 
Zeitun, and Eschmend-el-Arab. At El-EaBfer 
we met with a dozen Arabs, encamped without 
tfie village. I got a view of the chief's tent, com- 
posed of nine picquets supporting an indifferent 
woolen tent-cloth, under which were all the ar- 
ticles of his household furniture, consisting of a 
mat, and a carpet 6f the same stuff as the tent, 
two sacks, one of wheat for the man, and another 
of barley for his mare, a hand-mill to grind com, 
a chicken pen, and a jar for his hens to lay in, 
pots, coffee-pots, and cups. The women were 
hideous as well as the children. 

From El-Eaffer we went to Benniali : here they 
brought us nothing, so we sent for the Sheiks, 
and the next day they sent us horses, and the 
tribute in money. I quitted this station without 
regret in order to join Desaix, whom I knew, and 
loved, and resolved not to quit, and whose opera- 
tions, therefore, would determine the course of my 
future travels. We left Zaoyeh, and slept that 
night at Chendauyeh, returning again by Meimund 
and Benniali. The first of our party who got to 
this village found its inhabitants all under arms, 
which caused a misunderstanding, and a mutual 
discharge of muskets, whereby several of the na- 
tives were killed, but at last an explanation and 
amicable arrangement took place. A moment 
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after wc heard a loud outcry, which we thought 
proceeded from some terrible catastrophe, but it 
was only occasioned by our soldiers cutting down 
the withered branches of a decayed tree to make 
a fire to boil their soup. 

The belief in a supreme Being, and the prin- 
ciples of a reasonable morality, are sufficient for 
the wise man; but the passions of the ignorant 
vulgar require intermediate divinities, gross, to 
satisfy their gross imagination, and vicious, in con- 
formity with their own vicious habits. The re- 
ligion of Mahomet, therefore, which is a religion 
of precepts, does: not satisfy the fantastic igno- 
rance of the Arabs; and thus, in spite of Iheir 
blind respect for the Koran, and their abs(4ute 
devotedness to every thing which comes frc^n 
their prophet, notwithstanding the anathemas pro- 
nounced against every deviatiim from the law, 
they have not been able to withdraw themselves 
from heresy, and to resist the attraction of idolatry. 
They have their peculiar saints, to whom they do 
not indeed assign a separate place in their paradise^ 
where every thing is in comm<»i, but to whom they 
raise tombs, and whose ashes they revere; and 
from an unaccoimtable stupidity, these saints do 
not become an object of worship till after death, 
and when alive are the subject of mockery and 
derision. The Arabs attribute to the weak in un- 
derstanding, when dead, certain powers and influ- 
ences; one is the father of the light, and cures com- 
jdaints in the eyes; another is the fether of gene- 
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ration^ and presides over lying-m women, Sec. &c. 
The greater number of these saints have passed 
;their life in repeating constantly tl^ word allah^ 
eirouched beside the corner of a wall, or in receiv* 
ing, without tlmnks, what has been necessary to 
their subsistence; others employ themselvesin beat- 
ing their heads with a stone; others cohered with 
garlands, in singing hjrmns; others, Uke the ori- 
ental fiu|uirs, in renudning motionless, naked, with- 
out ever testifying the slightest emotion, and wait- 
ing for alms^ for which they never ask, or thank 
the donor. Besides this kind ci idoUttiy, there 
are othart, which are aljun to magic; for examjile, 
there are certain stones and trera which ccmeeal 
a good or bad genius, and, thus bec<»ne sacred, 
and cannot be removed without pn^mation; and 
to these, dome^c secrets and projects of vaffiotts 
kinds are entrusted in confidence, whilst they are 
worshii^d with mysterious secrecy, but revered 
in public. 

It was the danger from the axes of our soldiers, 
incurred by a tree of this kind, which had made the 
alarm at Chendauyeh: I went to see it, and was 
struck virith its great decay; only one o£ its branches 
bcxre any leaves, and all the others, which were dry 
and bn^en off, were scrupulously preserved in the 
very spot beneath the tree wherecm they had fallen. 
In examining this tree with attention, I found fast- 
ened to it by nails, locks of hair, teeth, small bags 
<rf leather, small standards, and near the tombs I 
found single stones set up, and a seat in the form 
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of a saddle, under which iras a lat^ lump. The 
hair had been deposited there by women, in ardtt 
to fix the roving a&ction of thcu* husbands; the 
teeth belongped to aduhs, who conseeraled them to 
imi^OTe the airival of their second set, and of all 
miracles this is one of the commonest^ sfaice the 
Arabs have very fine and good teeth; the stones 
are votivci that the person who is going to buiM a 
house with them may always inhidnt it hknsdf^ 
and the saddle«fi)rmed chair is the place in whidi 
a person sits when he makes a night vow, after 
having lit the lamp beneath. 

At Chendauyefa we encamped Bxr the ntgfat in ^ 
wood of palm trees, where, for the firatitime, I 
found green tuif in Egypt. We wiero hardly 
Wrapped in our cloaks, when we heard a> firing; 
on which we started up, and passed the nig^ in 
gcmig the round of our posts, but we couU disco* 
ver no enemy. The next day we arrived at 
Benesuef. 

Desaix had been chained widi the pmsuit of 
Murad-Bey, and the conquest of upper £g}^, to 
which the latter had retired after the battle of the 
pjrramids. On the same day the division of De- 
saix had gcme to take a position beyond Cairo, and 
he had only returned tbith^ to concert with the 
commander-in-chief. He set out again, August 
26th, with a flotilla to convoy his march. 

Desaix, being informed that a part. of the provi- 
sions and ammunition of the Mam^kes was c^ 
board some boats at Rechueschy marched in spite 
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QfT;th^inTiQdatipn to cajTry it oflFy and the Mst of 
ligjb^()i^^tiy, alteif passing ^eigfat canals, and the 
lake Bathen, with the water up to their arm-pits^ 
hig4 reaqjied tfli? taoftvoy at Benesch, driven off the 
I^melukQ9 ,i^ho d^S^ed it^ and got possessfkm 
pSM* Muiiadhad fled toFaium; Desai^ h^d re^ 
JGiined his division at AbpgkgehV and h$d marched 
to Tatiit*el-Cheuifj where lie^ t<i6k a position U the 
^iftrabce of th^ oaiml • Ju&dT- to secure a communis 
cation with'Cairo^ Whea arrived at Siut, where 
the. Mamelukes had not dt^^d to wait for him, he 
(Endeavoured to come up ^ith diem at Beneadi, to 
vt^chpl^cS ihejr had retked with theh? women and 
th^irbaggage* At last, having collected them all 
at^Fbiuiu^ he left Siut: tQ' go down to Tarut^el* 
Cherif, and there had embarked his army, had aii- 
cendedl;with thcih up. the^ canal <rf Jusef, in spite of 
the: serioufe obstaeb^ presented %ei him l^ the wiod^ 
iogs df: ^'canal, the attacks of: the Mamelukes, 
and tl^ oppositicni of the ii^abitanfs, who were 
astonished to /fttKt /themselves compelled to assist in 
operations which. they had at first considered as im^ 
|H^Ctiaable« Desaix, however, arrived at the height 
pf Man$w^ oa Ae frontier <rfth^ desert, where at 
)2t$tlie came jup with Murad, and not being able 
to mak«. good; his* fbiM^ing in^the teeth of the enemy, 
he tacked about to return to Minkia, The Mame- 
hikiehf encpur^ed by thb eounfeermarch, threaten 
the jbarks^; * the Q<m^)^iie^ of grenadiers repulse 
and; disperse thetai; the landing is effected in good 
ordjer, and the .troops form themselves in square 
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battalions, and piirsue tbeir inarch toward the As^ 
sert, attended by the boats, till they arrive qppo« 
site to Mensura. 

Murad-Bey was now only two leagues <^ us, 
imd, whilst we were harrassed by hb rear-guard, 
he gained the heights, where he encamped with M 
the oriental ms^^nificence. With our glasses we 
could distinguish lus person, resplendent wt^ gold 
and precious stcmes, and surrounded by all the 
Beys and Kiachefs under his command* 

We immediately march up to him, and canno- 
nade him with two field-pieces, the only ones whicA 
we could bring with us, upon which this biilliant 
cavalry, always uncertain in its operations, halts, 
fidls back, and allows itself to be pursued as fieur as 
Elbelamon. 

In our pursuit, however, we had got at a distance 
from our fleet of boats, and as we were in want of 
food, we were obliged to return to procure biscuit. 
The enemy thought that we fled, and returned to 
the attack widi cries more resembling the hovding 
of beasts than the shouts of men ; our artillery again 
checked the main body, but some of the bolcfest 
came with jtheir sabres close up to our infimtry, and 
carried off two men just under our bayonets. * At 
length night relieved us from dieir obstinate p^- 
severance. 

Having regained our barks, got a su[^ly of bis- 
cuit, and taken some hours rest, we resumed our 
march. During this time Murad-Bey had caused 
a stranger to come into his camp, and to sjMread a 
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jre(>(>rty' dtat die English had destroyed all the 
French in Alexandria; that the inhabitants of Cairo 
had massacred those who had got possession of that 
town, and that none of their enemies remained ex-' 
cept the handful which had fled from them the night 
before, and were now on the point of being exter- 
minated. Murad then ordered a feast, in which a 
mock combat between the Arabs and French was 
icted; and those who personated the French had 
orders to allow themselves to be overcome 2 jDut 
the feast terminated with real blood-shed, as they 
barbarously massacred the two prisoners which they 
had made the two preceding days. 

Desaixhad learned that Murad was at Sedinan, 
burning with impatience to give him battle* He 
therefore gave orders to advance towards the Arab 
chief. As soon as we had quitted the enclosed and 
cultivated country, loud cries of fierce joy were 
heard ; but the day being far advanced, the enemy 
deferred till the morrow the victory of which they 
were so confident. The night was passed in feast-» 
ing in their camp, and in the dark their patroles 
came to insult our advanced posts, imitating our 
language* At the first dawn of day we formed in a 
hollow square battalion, with two platoons cax our 
flanks. Soon after we saw Murad-Bey at the head 
of his formidable Mamelukes, and eight or ten thou- 
sand Arabs advancing to us, covering a league of 
the plain. A valley separated the two armies, 
which we had to cross to reach our enemies^ We 
were hardly got to this unfavourable position, when 
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the eiiemy surround us on all sides, and charge im 
with an intrepidity approaching to fury; our clo^e 
files render their numbers useless; our musketry 
keep up a steady fire, and repel their first attack; 
they halt, fall back, as if retiring from the field, 
and suddenly fall upon one of our platoons and over* 
whelm it: all who arc not killed immediately, throw 
themselves on the ground, and this movement ua* 
covers the enemy to our grand square ; then we 
take advantage of it, and pour in our fire, which, 
again makes them halt and fall back. All that re- 
main of the platoon enter the ranks, and we collect 
the wounded. We are again attacked in mass^, 
not with the cries of victory, but of rage ; the cou- 
rage is equal on both sides; they are animated by 
hope, we by indignation: oxxr musketrbarrels are 
cut 'with their sabres, their horses fall againsit our 
files, which receive the shock unshaken ; the horses 
are startled at our bayonets; and their riders turn 
their heads, and back them upon us to open our 
ranks by their kicks: our people, who knew that 
their safety consisted in remaining united, press on 
without disorder, and attack without breaking their 
ranks: carnage is on all sides, but each party fight 
without mixing with the other. At last the fiiiit- 
less attempts of the Mamelukes urge them to a mad- 
ness of rj^, they throw at us their arms, which 
otherwise could not reach us; and, as if this were 
to be their last battle, they shower upon us their 
guns, {Hstols, hatchets, and the ground is strewed 
with arms of all kinds. Those who are dismounts 
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ed drag themselves umler oUr bayonets/ and cut at 
cnir soldiers' legs with their »khr^»; the dying man 
summons his last effort to throttle, his adversary. 
One of our men lying on the ground, was semng 
ah expiring Mameluke, and sttangUng him, an offi* 
x;er said to him, " How can you, in y(iur<:onditioni 
do such an act?'^ *^You qpeak much at your 
ease^^^ the man replied, " you w'ho are unhurt i 
but I, who have not long to live, must have sOme 
enjoyment while I may.'' 

The enemy had now siispcnded their attack ; th^y 
had killed many of pur men; and though they ret 
tired tiiiey had not fled; and our position was mHit 
all amended. Directly after their retreat hj^ left 
US raicovered, they opened upon us a battery of drght 
guns, which tljiey had before masked, and which> 
at every discharge, brought down sixOT eight of our 
men. We had now a moment of con^mation and 
dismay, and the number of our wounded every in- 
stant encreased. To sound a retreat would be to 
revive the courage of the enemy, and to expose 
ourselves to every kind of calamity ; to remain where 
we were would be to encrease our disaster fruit- 
lessly, and to risk the lives of us all ; but in march- 
ing we must abandon our wounded, and give them 
up to certain destruction,... a most distressing cir- 
cumstance in all wars, and especially in the savage 
contest in which we were now engaged. What 
order was to be given? Desaix, in dreadful perplex- 
ity, stood awhile motionless; but the common 
interest, and the voice of imperious necessity, 
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drowned the cries of the wounded; the word was 
given and we marched on. We had no choice 
between complete victory or entire destruction; 
and this extremity was so sensibly felt by us all, 
that the whole army became, in oourage and imani- 
mity, as a single individual. Our light artillery^ 
commanded by the impetuous Toumerie, perform 
"prodigies of celerity and address; and, whilst in 
its hasty course it is dismounting the Mameluke 
cannon, our grenadiers come up, the battery is 
abandoned; and this army of cavalry, ten times 
our number, immediately stand amazed, check 
their course, fall back, gallop off^ and disappear 
fike a vapour, leaving us without an enemy. 

Never was there a more terrible battle, a more 
splendid victory, and a more unexpected success. 
I still think (^ it as a frightful dream, which has 
only left in the mind a vague impression of terror. 
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CHAPTER X- 



Desaix returns to Cairo for reinfor cement $.,..€011- 
vents near Benesuef.... Encroachment of the sand 

' of the desert..., Canal Jusrf and otf^r works.... 
Conjectures on the lake Moeris... .Fertility {^ the 
province of Faium... .Pyramid of Bilahun....Re^ 
turn of Desaixy and march.. ..Arab thief ...Be- 
7iesech, and other villages... .Grand portico of Her- 
mopolis.... Vermin in Egyptian houses... Town of 
Beneadtf and character of the inhabitants. 

Xhe real advanto^e which we (ditaiued at the battle 
of Sedinan, was to detach the Arabs from the 
Mameluke party, and we may also add, thefear n-ith 
which our mode of fighting inspired thes6 latter. 
Notwithstanding the disproportion of number, the 
unfavourable position in which we were placed^ 
and the circumstances in their favour, which must 
have made them reckon on our total destruction, 
the result of the battle put an end to their flattering 
illusions. Murad-Bey now changed his plan, and 
giving up all hopes of breaking the ranks oi oar 
infantry, or of resisting its attacks in the open field, 
he took from us the oppcMtunity of putting an end 
to the campaign by decisive blows, and we were 
reduced to pursue an active and rapid enemy, who, 
by his anxious and restless precautions, left us 
neither rest nor security. Our mode of warfare 
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was now to resemble that of Antony against the 
Parthians: the Roman legions, invincible in the 
field, overthrew their enemy's battalions, and found 
no other obstacle than the ispace of country which 
Iheir foes left behind them ; but, exhausted with 
daily losses, the victors thought themselves for. 
tunate to be able to quit the territory of a people 
who, always beaten but never subdued, would, 
even the day after a defeat, return with invincible 
perseverance to harrass those whom they had just 
left masters of an unprofitable field of battk^ 

The heat of the days, and the coolness of the nights 
in this season, had afflicted die army with much in- 
flammation of the eyes: this disease is unavoidable 
when long marclies and iktiguing^ da^s aie follow- 
ed by Jiight- watching, ih which the humidity of the 
air reporesses per^iration; vicissitudes which bring 
on inflammation either in the eyes or the bowels. 

Desaix, to lose no time to levy the requisitions; 
and procure horses iri die provirfce which he had 
just conquered, left three hundred and fifty men 
at Fa'ium, and set out to reduce the villages which 
Murad-Bcy had excited to rcvblt. Diilring his 
absence in the province, a thousand Mamelukes, 
and a number of fellahs, or peasants, came to au 
tack the town which contained our sick m%n. 

General Robin, and the chief of brigade, Exu- 
ptTy who, with the troops under his command, 
were all suflering under c^hthabnia, performed 
prodigies of valour, and drove back from street 
to street, a whole host of enemies^ after making ^ 
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terrible siaughter among them. Desaix rejoined 
these brave men, ind the whole? anny marehe^ 
by Beaesuefy to dilute with Murad-Bey the re- 
sources of this i:ich province. 

When arriv^ at Beneauifef, Desmx returned tO 
Cwo, in order to procure the means of reoewiing 
the campaign: he there collected and dispatched 
forwards every thing which he thought necessary 
to secure his marches, and to force Murad tq come 
to action. For myself, fearing die pleasures of the 
capital) I remained at Benesuef, though but little 
inviting to the artist* 

On the left bank xtf 4he NilCy opposite Benesuef^ 
the Arabian chain of mountains Jlowers, retires fur* 
ther off, and forms the valley of Aniba, or th^ Ql^ 
riots, terminated by Mount Kolsun, r^idered fam/|>i|9 
by the grottos of two ce^obite patriarchs, 3t* Aisi^ 
thony and St. Paul, the.fo]unda:s of the nio^s^tip 
order, and creators of this contemplatiye systep, 
T^hich is so useless, to mankind^ and ha» be^en s^ 
long respected by the credulous peppjie. On the 
soil which covers the two grottos, which these tyr^ 
hermit saints inhabited, two monas^ries jstill exjst» 
from (Hie of which it is. said Mount Sin^i, beyon4 
the Red Sea, may be discerned* The mouth <rf 
this valley^ towards the Nile^ exhibits nothing but 
a dreary pl^^ the only cultivated part of which is 
anarrow slip of land on the bank of the river : some 
vestiges of villages overwhelmed by the sand may 
be discovered, and they {H-esent the afflicting sflght . 
pf daily devastation, produced by the cpntimial en- 
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croadnnent t>f the tfesertcfi the soU> iwuidilfd 
with sand. 

Nt>thing is so melanchol^r to the feelings, a$ to 
march over these ruined viUmges^ to tread und^ 
foot the rocrfs <tf the houses^ andthe tops of mina- 
rets ; and to ^ink that these were oncecultivid^fl 
fields, flourishing tnecs, jand the habitations of map 
;...ev^7 thing living has disappeared, silence is 
within and around every wail, and the des^tfi^d 
villages are like the dead, whose skeletons strike 
with terror. 

The ancient Egyptians speak of this encrc^uQb- 
ment of the sands, under the symbol of the myste- 
rious entrance (rf* TyphCm into the bed of his sister- 
in-law Isis; an incest which is to chai^ ^^^^^ 

^^nto a desert as Mghtftil as those by which it. is 
eneompassed; and this great event will happen 
when the Nile finds a lower level,, through some 
one of the surrounding \^ties, thiui the bed in 
which it now flows, and which is coMtandy ge^i^ 
higher. TWs idea, which at first appears extraor- 
dinary, will be thought probable, when we consl- 
der the local situation* The elevation of the NHe, 

-and the rise of its banks, have made of it an arti- 
ficial canal, which would by this time have put 

'Faium under water, if die Caliph Jusef ted not 
raised new dykes upon the old ones, and dug a 
coilaterki canal below Bene^uef^ to restore to the 
river a part-of the water whichus every year poured 
by the overilowmg into this vUst bason. If it were 

not for the caudeways whidi stop the inuodatioli, 
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4lfe frtet swells would soim convert: tbia: whole 
]mwince into a lai^ lake, which actually threat- 
«ied to hempen * twenty-^fiye • years- ago by an ex- 
tiftordinary inundaticm, in which thj8 river h^d ri^en 
over the hanks of IKljum> and.it wits ;much feared 
either that the i»t>vinoe. would remain under water, 
or that dee stream would resume ani ancient chan-* 
nel, which it was evident it had oceuj^ed in re- 
mote ages. To remedy this inoonvenience a.gra-' 
duated dyke has been raised itear Hilaon, wJhere 
there is a sluce erected, which, as so<Mi as the in- 
tmdation has got to the proper height to water the 
province wilibeitt^ drowning it^. dividi^.the mass oC 
WBttVy takes the quantity necessaiy. to. irrigate 
Faium^ and turns off the remawdi/;r by forcing it 
back into the river through o^er channels of .a 
deeper cut. If a coi^ecture might be hazarded, 
we might say,. thati befiinre ;the most ^ncicrpt tim^ 
of which we have any knowledge, the whole Delta 
was only a large gulph whi<^ received the .waves 
of the M^dit^rraiiDani that the Nile oiqne as ftr aa 
the openix^ of t)ie valley which eaters ithe province 
of Faium; that by the dry rmer k wpnt to foapn the 
Marcotis, whk^iWS3.one ci its estuaries to the sea, 
as the lac Madif . was that, of the canopic branch, 
and as the lakes of Berejips and ^njz»leh arestiU 
die estuaries pf the S^qi^^ Mendeis^ Tanitic, 
and Fplusiac mout)^; . tbaf the lal^e P^lpyr-Belame 
fofr wUhput water J is the remains, of ^ancient 
course of this river, wherew ajre,i!}w*d petrifef- 
tions (which Ji^ontetb^ prove immdaticw) ve^- 
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getatioos, and kuman laboora^ shewiag tStmt ^ 
soil has been raised 'hy the course of the nver^ 
and bf the perpetual flucUiatiim o£ die s^nds 6mm 
wtst to east; ^t the Nile havin^^ ^t a certani: 
period, acquired more direction to the north than 
to the north^^vrest as before, precipitated itself into 
the gulph which we have just siq^scd/ tbeie 
forming marshes, and at last the Delta, from this 
hjrpDthesis it would fc^w, that the firsthibours of 
die ancient Egyptians, such as the lake Motris 
(now lake Batibeo) and the first dj^es were only 
made to retain part of the waters of the inuttdaticmy 
m order to irr%ate ti^reby. the pwi^'nce of lAr- 
sinoe, whick tiireatened to become barren; and 
that posteriorly^ the lake Moeris, oar Bathen^ no 
longer receiving water enough^ nor being al^ torn 
iife situalion to water the provinoe of Faium, the 
river was obliged to be taken higher up, and the 
daaal Jusef was dug, wbieh doubtless bears the 
name of the Caliph who onkifcd iiu» nc^>le ¥toAi 
but at the sAtne time fearing that Faium would re-t 
flnaun pormanjontly inundated, this prince raised, 
from time to time, new dykesupon the old, such 
aa we now see, and dug the two canals of Boueke 
and Zabyeh* to rseturn the su!perfhiity erf the flood! 
back into die river. 

* Wten me<x^ qtsi^^posKsfixm of the coun- 
try we-6kall profaabi;^ hiake observations on alt 
the cfifferent levds, mid on the labours of the 
Egyptiaas at diffident periods; we TSiay thus asccr- 
t^ facts, ioMead of forming cbiqectures, and shew 
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how nmch the Egyptians haTte at ail tiisses ^tteaided 
to the distribu^ioii of the waters^ and hovr, even in 
limes of barbarism^ theyfaavepresewedsoiBe oi^their 
ancient sagacity « After this, if the Nile should stiH 
ccffitimie to lean to the right, and to increase as it 
has already done, the branch of Damietta, at the 
expence c^ that of Rosetta; if it at last should 
abandon the latter, as it has siic(^s6l?efy left the 
channek <^f the lA^ W&erand the branch of* Ca* 
Bopus: if it should leave the lake of Ba*elos aiid 
empty itself entirely intothat<tfMen2aleh, or form 
new brttnches and new bices at the ea^em part of 
Pelusium; in Arte, k?4»at3ire, always more powetful 
ih the end than the resistance of man, has con- 
demned the Delta to become an arid ^soil, the in*- 
habitant9 will follow the Nile in its course, and 
wiH always find on its banks that abundance whieh 
is produced by its beneficent waters. 
• Our first emplo3rment, after the departure of 
Desaix, was to reconnokre the country, and make 
a progress through it^ to levy contribationsc we 
visited the villages which boitler the opening at 
Faium, half a league to the west of Benesuef. We 
^en crossed the cmml; - and after a march of two 
hours we arrived at Davalta, a fine village, or ra* 
Aer a beautifiil country; for in Egypt, when nature 
is chahning, it is sain spite of all d»t men can add 
to it, or ofithe detractors of Savary , who have quar- 
relied so much with his luxurious descriptions* 
Nature here produces ^Mmtaneousiy groves of 
palm, under ^wfatch flouri^. the orange-tree, the 
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Bycnmdtt, opuntia, bimaifft^ ^micia, and ^^omsffm^ 
nate; and these trees form groups ciAc^taaat 
mixture of feliage and terdure; and, idien ihem 
ddightful thickets are surroutided^asfinrastbee)'^^ 
can reach, wi<fi fields covered ^ritii ripe dmin^ 
with mature sugar-canes, wilii fiddscif wbeat^ h^ 
0£nd trefoil, #hich spread a downy carpet o^efftbe! 
land, as fhe inundation retiMs; wlita, inthenonihsi 
of our European winter, • we have before oiir.<gr» 
this rich prospect of spring, wUoh promi$es t^ 
abundance of summer,' we may^wdl say with tlw 
traveller; that nature has ot^^aabsed this oomitry in.- 
a moist astom^ing' manner, andAask th&te oidy 
wantsr woody hflls, witii Isrooks imrmg down iknti 
declivities, and a govermmait which would road^ 
the pieople industrious, Md pMvi^nt; the.kiGiicwiiir 
^f the Bedouins, tb render H theJaest said miOf^ 
b^autiflil country on t^ face of the earth. 

In crossing the rich tract^whioh I have just des* 
cribed, where the eye dfecoversHwrnty viUagpK ^ 
once; we airivedat Dindyra, wlfcrt;iwesto^>ed for 
the night. The' pyramid of HUahun, situated M 
the entrance of Faitrm^ seems l&s^i a fortress raised 
to Command this province. Can this be tl^ pyi^fN 
mtd of Mendes? May not the canal of B»the^ 
winch passes by it, be tiie lai^ .Mc&iis fonrntd by 
the hand of m»n, as Herodotuaaml Diodorus con^ 
jecture? For the lake Birkidb-6l-£^imn, whidi m 
the M fieris of Sirabo and PfeoloRf^ can aeverbe xpf 
garded a$ ahy thbigi but die wodk df nat|>re<» Att 
fustonled aswearetothe^gigantic hd>oiirsof the 
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Egj^itiftiii^ ym ciin ncv^ipf pmiowlenoiti^ that 
^ey i^an Jiave hoUowtd ant a Uke^ like th^ of Ge- 
imra. All that imcieiM: hblorians aad geogiagher^ 
td) us of the hike M4]Qris is doubtful and obseure; 
it^is eiridentlyaMn that their accounts were dicr- 
taled by the eoiii^es <£ priests, who were always 
jealous ctf every thing that rented to their country,^ 
and could the oKire ^^ity, have, thrown, a ycil of 
mystery over t^ls province, ^ ^ it was situated be- 
y4»id the commoa^ road of travellers. Hence we 
have had from thcm.lJKi istory of aa artificial lak^ 
dyr^e hundr^ feet^on^pth, of ^ pyramid raised ia. 
ikt middle ofek»^qfwa patoee of an hundred cham-. 
btrs to feed crocodiles in; atnd^ i^ shorty of storie$i 
as fiddulous as any in, the history pf nian,.and th^ 
AoM iBGiedible pactpf ijs^ i|»{|iains of Egyptian 
smtkfuifj* But .to reasoa iirom w)^»t ai^ti^^tcx* 
ists» we find that thweJs^ in truths . a canalt here.^ 
tiiat <rf Bathen^ which was flooded when wevisited 
it, as we approachedit indifferent dUrections; that 
^be pyramid of Hi}aJnni<RiQiy well; be that of 
Mendes, which was' built at the e^tre.mi^, of this 
canal; supposed to^be^thelak^Mcei^s;' that the lakp 
Krket-el-Keiun; 4^the coolraiy, i$ a^poQl of.wa* 
ter, which most ahrays have/exii^d, md whose 
bed must havaubfeexi>idniiedxby th^ ji^^ of th€^ 
soil, which b ^arsiedjup. asii renewed eve^ year 
by the suparfluky 4rf4faei:ijw»datiQn of Faium, an4 
ito watcm mayi' li^Mn&beikMnc brac^h at the time 
when the Nile cea^d to flornr thjjWiigh thev^U^ of 
the dry river... Thc^grpofeipf thi^ (^nipn are^, th^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



198 TRAV£ts IN bgtpt; 

forms of the different pwts^ tke exiatence of a bed 
of a river extended to the sea, but now diy, its dc*^ 
positions and incrustations, the depth of the hkt^ 
its extent, its bearing towards the north on a chaaii> 
(^ hills, which run east and wes^ and tura off toh 
w^dsthe north-west, sloping doim to foUowthe 
course of the valley of the dry channel; likewise^ 
the natron lakes; and, more than all the other 
proofs, the fonti of the chain of mj^untains at the 
north of the pyramid which shuts the entrance of 
the valley, and appears to be out perpendicularly, 
like almost all the mountains-, at the foot of whk^ 
the Nile flows at the present da^r-v 9il these offer 
to the view a chapel left dry, and its seyex»I 
remains. 

The ruin$ which arc f omul near the town of 
Faium are doubtless those of Acsinoe*. I have 
not seen them, nor those which are at the west side 
of the lake near the village of Kasr-Kerun; but the 
plan of them shews only a few rooms, and a porti^Q 
decorated with some hieroglyphics. 

The pyramid of Hiiahun, tl^ most sha^ered of 
all the pyramids which I have seen, is also that 
which is built with the least magnificence* It ij^ 
constructed of masses of calcareous stones, serving 
as points of suf^ort to heaps of unbaked bricka ; 
but perishable as this kind of building is, andper^ 
haps more ancient than the pyramids of Memphis, 
it still holds together; so favourable is the climate 
of Egypt to these monuments wl^ich endure for 
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a^es here, but would fell to pieces by the rigour 
of a single European winter. 

There are $ome uiilucky moments, when every 
tiling one does is followed by danger or accidents 
As I returned frcwn this journey back to Benesuef, 
the General dhafged me with carrying an order to 
Ae head of the column ; I gallop on to execute it, 
when a soldier, who was marching out of his rank) 
turning suddenly to the left as I was passing to the 
right, presents his bayonet against nie, and before 
I could avoid it, I was unhorsed by the blow, 
whilst he at the same time w^ thrown down* 
" There is oift satantt less,*' said he while fall- 
ing (for with them every one* who was not a sol- 
dier was a savant s J but some piastres which I 
had in my pocket received the point of the bayonet, 
and I escaped with only a torn coat. When ar- 
rived at the head of the column, I found the aid* 
de-camp, Rapp; we were well mounted, and had 
got before the infentry ; it was at the close of the 
evening, and, being near the tropic, we had but 
little twilight, as in these countries darkness imme- 
diately follows sunset. The Bedouins infested 
the country, and we saw some moving spots in 
the plain bcfort us, which was very extensive. 
Rapp said to me, ** We should not be here, kt 
us either return to the column, or cross the coun- 
try and get to JBeneisuef.*^ I knew that my com- 
panion preferred the boldest measure, so I chose 
the latter, and we spurred on our horses, braving 
the Bedouins, who are always abroad at this time: 
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our ride was long, we increased our speedy and^ 
at last, my horse ran away with me, and it was 
quite dark when I arrived under the entrenchments 
of Benesuef. I thought that I could continue on 
the same road that I had passed in the morning; 
my hwse stopped, I spurred him, and he lept over 
a trench which had been made that day^ and put 
me on the odier side with my foce against a palii- 
sade, where I could neither advance nor retreat* 
At this time the centinel challenged me, I did not 
hear him, and he fired; I called out in Fren^; 
he asked what business I had there, chid me, 
and turned me out; and thus thi^ tutkward savant 
was bayonettedy feed at, chid, and sent hcnne like 
a truant scho<ri-boy. 

On the lOtfa of December General Desaix re- 
turned from Cairo, l^rin^g with him twelve hun- 
dred cavalry, six pieces of artillery, six arm^ 
djermis, and two or three hundred inftritry; which 
made the strength of his division amount to three 
thousand infantry, twelve hundred cavalry, and 
eight pieces of light artillery. He was thus pro* 
vided with every necessary to pursue, attack, and 
overcome Murad-Bey, if he would let us come up 
with him ; and we were all full of hq)e ami courage. 
I was, perhaps, tibe cmly one in this army who had 
neither gl<My ncn* advancement to ac^ire; but I 
could not help priding myself on my activity; and 
my self-love was flattered with marching in an army 
brilliant with . victory, with having resumed mj'. 
post at the advanced guard, and witb having been 
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the first 4o quit Tbulon. I therefore marched 
cheerfully, with the pleasing hope of arriving the 
firstat Syene, andofreali2ihg all my projpcts^ and 
Seeing the (Jbject of my journey flilfilled. In feet, 
the most interesting part of my travels was now 
beginning; I was going to break up, as it were, a 
new country ; to be the first to see, and to See with- 
out prejudice ; t0 make researches in a part of the 
earth hitherto cotered with tht veil of mystery, and 
for two thousand years shut out from the curiosity 
of Europeans. Frotn the time of Herodotus to 
the present, every traveller, following tfie steps of 
his predecessor^* li«d. only rapidly ascended the 
Nile, not daring to lose sight of his boat, and only 
quitting the shore for a few honrs^o. hurry a few 
hundred yards off, tmd visit with anxiety the nearest 
objects. Few every thing beyond the vicinity of 
the river, the oriental histories alone have been 
consulted. Encouraged by the reception which I 
met with from the commander-in-chief, and second- 
ed by all the officers, who partook of my zeal for 
the arts, I had no other fear than. that of wanting 
time, paper, pencil, and ability, to take down all 
the objects of curiosity which I met with: I was 
now accustomed to uigbt eneampments, and could 
subslii^t very weH on amnumition biscuit; I feaifed 
nothing from Murad-Bey than to see him enter 
the desert^ and toleid usfrom Benesuef to Fatum, 
imd> back from Faium to Benc^ief. 

We quitted thi$« latter tcwn, December t7lh; 

the ^spectacle waft very &si^; i^smAl re^tted b^ihg 
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too busy myself not to be able to make a sketch 
of it ; our column extended a league in length, an^ 
every thing breathed joy and hope. At the fall 
of day we. were saddened by the view of an uncul- 
tivated land, and a deserted village.... how many 
melancholy ideas are included in the silence of 
night, the neglect of culture, and the ruins of the 
habitations of man ! tyranny begins this disastrous 
waste, despair and crime finish it. Thus it hap^, 
pens in Egypt: when the master of a village has 
exacted from it all that it can afford, and the misery 
of the inhabitants is further reduced to extremity 
by fresh demands, the villagers in despair oppose 
force to force ; they arc then treated as open rebels, 
and each party has recourse to arms ; and if the inha-> 
bitants in defending themselves have the misfortune 
to kill any one of their tyrants or his satellites, they 
have no other resource than flight to save their 
lives, and theft to support it; men, women, and 
children, blotted out from society, and roving jfrom 
place to place, become the terror of their neigh- 
bours, only appear furtively in their own native ha- 
bitations, which they convert into dens of robbers, 
alarming those who would succeed them in their 
retreats pf misery. Thus whole villages, when 
become the asylum of crime, offer no other view to 
the passenger than deserted fields, ruins, silence, 
and desolation. 

We arrived at El-Berankah an hour before night^^ 
and quitted it at day-break the next morning; we 
breakfasted at Bebeh, a considerable village, which 
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has nothing remarkable, except that it possesses 
the wrist of St. CJeorge, a relic which should re- 
commend it to every pious son of chivahy. The 
Arabian chain of hills here approaches the river 
so close as to leave only a narrow strip of green 
land between the two. 

At Miriel Guidi we were delayed by several ac- 
cidents which happened to the carriages of our 
field-pieces in getting them over the canals: we 
learnt that the Mamelukes were at Fechneh. Whilst 
we were waiting under the shade, a criminal came 
before General Desaix. Those that brought him 
said, " He i^ a'thieft he has stolen some guns 
from the volunteers, and has been taken in the act.'* 
How much we were surprized to see the robber a 
boy of twelve years old, beautiful as an angel, with 
a large sabre wound in his arm, which he looked 
at without emotion. He presented himself to the 
General, whom he perceived to be his judge, with 
an air of firmness and simplicity, and (so great is 
the charm of native grace) not a person present 
could preserve his anger. He was asked who bid 
him steal these guns? " Nobody." What had 
induced him to do it? <^ I do not know ; it was 
the great God.'' Had he parents ? ^* Only a mother, 
very poor and blind." The General told him, if 
he confessed who sent him, he should be released; 
if not, he should be punished as he deserved. " I 
have already toldyoir, nobody sent me ; it was God 
alone that put it into my head;" then laying hi^ 
cap at the feet of the General, he said, *' There is 



Digitized by 



Google 



194 TRAVELS ^N BOYPT- 

my head, you may cut it off!'' Fatal religioii, in 
which vicious principles and positive laws urge 
mantolieroism and to wickedness J,...** Poor littlq 
wretch," said the General, ** let him go." He 
saw that his sentence was passed; he looked at 
the General, then at the soldier who was leading 
him off, and, guessing the meaning of what he 
could not understand, he parted with a smile of 
confidence. Such anecdotes as these give a better 
insight into the morals of nations, and the influence 
of religion and laws, than regular discusaons. 

A strange event succeeded to this interesting 
scene.... it was rain. It gave jus far a moment a 
sensation which recalled Europe to our minds, 
and the first -soft showers of spring in the midst of 
December. Some minutes after we were told, 
that the Mamelukes were waiting (or us about two 
leagues off, with an army of peasants. Every one 
was immediately on the alert, expecting battle in 
the evening, or the next day at latest. On ap- 
proaching Fechneh we discovered a detachment 
of Mamelukes, who let us approach within half 
cannon shot, and then disappeared. We were told 
that the main body was at Saste Elsayeneh,* a 
league further off; bnt our artillery was not come 
up, as it was constantly delayed by the canals, 
and in spite of the wish of the General to join the^^ 
enemy, and attack him even before we were com- 
pletely formed in order of batde, we could not ge^ 
to Saste till night; and we foimd that the Mame^^ 
lukes had quitted it two hours before. At Saste 
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we learnt that they had got intelligence of our 
march at mid-day, at tiie time' when the inhabit- 
ants were disputing with them concerning the ex- 
traordinary impositions which they demanded; they 
immediately thought of nothing but loading their 
camelsy calling us the scourge of God sent to punish 
their foults, and in truth they might have used 
less pious expressions. 

They kindled fires, which soon went out. We 
left this place the 19th of December at day-break: 
they had preceded us two hours, and were three 
leagues before us. They quitted die Nile in the 
direction of thfeir tattrdi, passing between Bar- 
Jusef and the desert, abandoning the richest coun- 
try in the universe. In this Aird passage I did 
not find the straight canal, as it is marked in all 
the charts; but it is only an actual survey of the 
levels that can give a knowledge of the system and 
regulation of the irrigations, and of the works to be 
respectively attributed to art and to nature in this 
interesting part of Egypt. Towards the evening 
we forded the canal Jusef, which at this place ap- 
pears to be only the receptacle of the flood waters, 
because it is the lowest part of the valley, and in 
no part to be the work of human industry. But 
all these questions will be determined by a grand 
operation to be performed in time of peace, from 
which the best way may be suggested of recover- 
ing the advantages of this mysterious canal, now 
lost or sunk into neglect. This important work 
would have fallen to the lot of General CaflfareUi, 
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who was always- sa ardent to contribute to the 
public welfare, if death had not deprived die com- 
mander-in-chief of his services as' a friend, and all 
Egypt of a benefactor. 

From a simple inspection ofthese different levels 
I should be disposed to believe, that this part of 
Egypt has become Ipwcr than the elevated banks of 
the Nile, and that after the general inundation,^ 
the drainings of the water all collect in this spot. 
I have since seen in upper Egypt the effect of the 
6tration which here occurs; the waters having in 
this country neither cstnals nor valleys through' 
which they can be carried o/r«fteaP ihe inundation ; 
the entire mass penetrates the whole depth of the 
vegetable soil, at the bottom of which it meets with 
a bed of clay, which it cannot pass, and it returns 
to the river by small streamlets, when the fall of the 
flood has sunk it below the surface of this bed of 
clay. May not the oasis be aiscribed to a similar 
operation of nature ? 

We here saw some bustards: they were smaller 
than those of Europe, as is the case with every ani- 
mal common to the two continents. We were now 
approaching the desert, which was also advancing 
to us, for, as the ancient Egyptians express it, the 
desert is the tyrant Typhon, who is constantly in- 
vading Egypt. The mountains were still two 
leagues off us, and we were at the edge of the plain 
which forms a border between the deserts and the 
cultivated country. Whilst we were halting, we 
fcceived intelligence that the Mamelukes were en* 
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gaged jw^ithi our advanced guard;, but news is fab- 
ricated by the advanced guard of an army for th)^ 
irt^ri body, m >v<eil as by one quarter of Paris for the 
other; however, as ev^n reports of this kind are^ 
not to be ne^ected, we hastened up, but found no 
enemy, and we halted for the night near the villa^ 
of Benaehiq,: in a fine wood of pa^m-trees. 

On the ,20th at day-break, we continued our 
route, in the constant hopq of reaching the enemy: 
we learitt that he had m^<?hed all night: the artil-. 
l^y delayed our progress, and constantly require^ 
some little stop; whilst the, Mamelukes, unincum- 
bered by heavy gunsaiiad. the desert before them» 
in the midst Of Which they op^ld defy our eager^ 
nejss. We attempted, however, to enter it, andl 
presently our draught horses were knocked up: 
however, we arrived by this rpute at Benesech, 
where, fortun^ely for me, the airmy halted, 

Benesech was built on the ruins of the ancient 
Oxyrinchus, the capital of the thirty-third noTnCy or 
province of Egypt. Nothing, however^ remains of 
this city but some fragments of stone pillars, mar- 
ble columns in the mosques, and a single column 
left standing,, along with its capital, and part of the 
entablature, which shews that it is the fragment of 
a portico of the composite order. It was not with- 
out some danger that I arrived here alone, half an 
hour bef<M-e the division; but it would have been 
attended with still ^eater risk to have remained be- 
hind; I therefcMre had only time to take a general 
view onhorseback of this desolate country, and to 
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sketch the single standing column, the aniy refnainjif 
of its fiDimer maghificence. This solitary raonu- 
ment brings a melancholy sansaticm to the mind ; 
Ox}rrinchus, once a metropolis surrounded by a 
fertile plain, two leagues oS the Lybian range of 
hills, has disappeared beneath the sand; and the 
new town has been obliged to retreat from this deso^ 
lating invasion, leaving to Its ravages house after 
house, and the inhabitants fnust at last be driven 
beyond the canal Jusef, on the border of which 
Aey will still be menaced. This fine canal seem^ 
ed to offer to our sight its verdant I;>^nks, in order 
t» console us for the ^ospeqt of th^ desert which 
presents such a gloomy idea to all who have once 
beheld it; ^ boimdless horizcHi of barrenness, which 
oppresses the mind by immensity of distance, and 
whose appearance, where level, is only a dreaiy 
waste; and where broken by hills, only shows an- 
other feature of decay and decrepitude, whilst the 
silence of inanimate nature reigns throu^ioiit un- 
disturbed. 

' Tired with drawing, I remained absorbed in 
the melancholy inspirod by the scene befidre my 
eyes, when I saw Desaix in the /same atjtitude with 
myself, penetrated with the same sensations. ** My 
friend,*' said he, ". is not this an frror df nature? 
Nothing here receives life; every thing appears to 
be placed here to inq>are with melancholy or dread ; 
it would seem as if Providence, after having pro- 
vided abundantly for the. necessities of the three 
oAer parts of the wgrldy^spddenly stopped here for 
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■ S 
y want of materials, and abandoned it to its original 

/ barrenness.'* " Is it not rather,*' I replied, " the 
t decrepitude of the most anciently inhabited part 
of the globe? Hks not the abuse which men have 
made of the gifts of nature reduced it to this state?" 
In this desert there are vallies and petrified wood; 
there have therefore been rivers and forests; these 
last have been destroyed, and after this have dis* 
appeared the dew, the mist, the rain, the rivers^ 
and with them all the animated beings* 

We found in the mosques of Benesech, a num- 
ber of columns of diflFefent marbles, which are 
doubtless the spotlit ^ the ancient Oxjrrinchus, but 
which were not of the style of ancient Egypt. 
j We returned, following the cotu^sc <rf the canal, 

) which in thid part resembles our river La Marne. 
Some time after we saw a considerable explosi(^, 
but heard no noise following it; we thought it was a 
signal ; but the day but one after, we learnt that a 
part of the powder of the Mamelukes had taken fire* 
We also seized a convoy of eight hundred sheep, 
which, I believe, without much diflS^culty, we per- 
suaded ourselves belonged to the enemy, and in the 
evening it consoled our troops for the fatigues of 
the day. We arrived at Elsack too late to save this 
village from being pillaged; in a quarter of an hour 
there remained nothing at all in the houses, liter- 
ally nothing; the Arab inhabitants had fled into 
the fields; we invited them back, they answered 
coldly: ** Why should we return to our houses 
are not the deserts now as good- as ^ur «im 
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homes.'* We had nothing to reply to this lacoitt^ 
answer. 

Nothing interesting happened on the next day. 
We found the lake Bathen as serpentine as the 
lake Jusef ; but we must wait for an actual survey 
of these canals^ to be able 1^ form any rational 
conjecture on the ancient system of irrigation, till 
which time all our reascmings would bp pr^ci* 
pitate^ and our assertions iUiis|ory. We slept at 
Tata, a large \iUage inhabited by Copts ; and aji 
Arab chief who had jcaned Murad-Bey, had left 
at our disposal a large house and mattresses, on 
*which we passed a delicioi m .j iigb it ^ fo r we.coul4 
very rarely be lodged so commodiou^ly^ 
r The ftwrtxbPfTXkcember 22d, we crossed fields 
of peas and beans already in pod, and barley in 
Aower. At noon we arrived at Mynyeh, a large 
and handsome towix, in which tl^fe had formerly 
Jbeen a temple of Anubis. I found no ruins but 
fine columns of granite in the large mosque, which 
were well cut, and had a rtry fine astragal: I 
know not whether they were part of the temple of 
Anubis, but they were certainly of a date posterior 
to that <rf the temples of high antiquity in Egypt, 
which I afkrwards saw in my travels. 

The Mamehikes had quitted the town of Mynyeh, 
•and had nearly been surprized by our cavalry, who 
entered it some hours after. They had been oblig- 
ed to abandon five vessels armed with t©ti pieces 
^f cannon, and a mortar; they had besides buried 
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tw6 others, Which vretc shewn us by s6tei*al Gredk 
deserters who came to join us. 

Mynjreh was the handsomest town we had yet 
seen; it had good streets, substantial houses very 
well situated, and the Nile flowing through a 
large and cheerful channel. 

From M)myeh to Com€*el-Casar, where wd 
slept, the country is more rich and abundant than 
any that we had hiAerto travelled dvcr, ahd tiie 
villages so numerous and contiguous to each other^ 
that from the middle of the plaiii I f eckoned twch- 
ty.four around me: they were not rendered gloomy 
by heaps of Tuitt^,-but-planted with trees so thickly 
interwoven, that it put me in mind 6i the dcscrip* 
tions which travellers have given us of the islands 
in the Pacific Ocean. 

The next morning, at eleven, we were between 
' Antinde and Hermopolis. I had not much cmi^ 
4^sity to vi^h the former of these places; as I had. 
already seen the monuments of the age of Adrian, 
and tht buikHng^ of this Emperor in Egypt gouM 
not presertt to me any thing very knew and strik- 
ing; \nit I w&A eager to go to Herm^>olis, where I 
knew ther^ was a celebrated portico ; it was, there* 
fore^ with great satisfaction that I heard Desaix 
inform me, that he should take three hundred ca- 
valry, and make an exc^rskm to Achnnsuin, whilst 
the infentry were marching to Melaiei. * 

In approatjMng the eminence on which is built 
the portico ctf HetmopoHs^ I saw its owtBne in the 
horizon, and its gigamtic features. Wc crossed 
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the canal' of Abu-Assi, and soon after, passing 
across mountains and ruins, we reached thfa beauti-* 
fill monument, a relic of the highest antiquity. 

I was enchanted with delight at thus seeing the 
first fruit of my labours; for, excepting thfe pyra* 
mids, this was the first monument which gave me an 
idea of the ancient Egyptian architecture; the first 
stones that I had seen which had preserved their ori* 
^nal destination, without being altered or deform- 
ed by the works of modem times, and had remain* 
cd untouched for four thousand years, to give me 
an idea of the immense range and high perfection 
to which the arts had arrived iifr-diia^-country, A 
peasant who should be drawn out from his cottage, 
ahd placed *t>efore such a building as this, would 
believe that there must exist a wide difference be- 
tween himself and Ae beings wKo were able to con- 
slruct it; and without having any idea of architec- * 
ture, he would say, this is the work of a god, a 
man could not dare to inhabit it. ; Is it the Egyp* 
tians who have invented and brought to perfection 
sudi a beautiful art? This is a question which I am 
unable to answer; but even on a first glimpse of 
this edifice we may pronounce, that the Greeks have 
never devised nor executed any thing in a grander 
style. The only idea which disturbed my enjoy- 
ment here was, that I iriust so soon quit this mag- 
nificent object, and that it required the hand of a 
master, and ample leisure, to do it justice with the 
pencil; whereas^, my -powers were humble, and' my 
ffrn^ itteasui-ed diit/ Butlcould not<iuit it witit- 
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out attempting the sketch which I have given to 
my readers, which can but faintly express the sen- 
sations whiich this noble fabric conveys, and which 
I sincerely hope some future artist will be enabled 
to finish under more fortunate circumstances. 

If a drawing can sometimes give an air c^ great- 
ness to little tlungs, it always diminishes the effect 
of great objects: so ii^ this instance, the capitals, 
which appear too heavy in proportion to the tmses, 
have, in reality, something in their massiveness 
which strikes with wonder, and disarms criticism: 
liere one cannot venture either to admit or reject 
any rnJes of ci l t ici« m,^J:]yfc|t what is truly admirable, 
is, the beauty of the principal outlines, the perfec 
tion in the general construction, and m the use of 
<Hmaments, which are sufficient to give a richeflfect 
without injuring the noble simplicity of the whole. 
The immense number of hieroglyphics which cover 
«very part of this edifice, not only have no relief, 
but entrench, upon no i»rt of the outline, s^^o that 
they disappear at twetity paces distance, and leave 
the building all its uniformity. 

Among the hillocks, within three or four hun* 
dred yards of the portico, enormous blocks of stone 
may be seea half buried in san4> ^and regular ar- 
chitecture beneath them, whipb ai^ar to form an 
edifice contftiniiig columns of granite, just rising 
above the present kvej of the ^ih Further on, 
but still connected with th^ scattered fragments of 
the great tenple of Hermoi^oUsi which I have just 
4leseribed»i9ibuiU{a mM^ms, in^Wluch area num- 
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ber of colanins of cipoUne marble of middling £mif 
and retouched by the Arabs; then comes the laige 
village of Achmunin, peopled by about five thou* 
sand inhabitants, to whom we were as great an 
ol^t of curiosity as their temple had been to us#. 

We slept at Melaui, half a league from the road 
from Achmunin^ But here I think I hear the 
reader say to me, ** What! do you quit Herm<o- 
pcrfis already, after having fatigued me with long 
descrq>tions (^monuments of little note; and now 
you pass rapidly over what might interest me? 
Where is the hurry? Are you not with a well-ixi- 
ibrmed General, who loves thfrw'^^j ^^ have yom 
not Aree hundred men with you ?" All this is very 
twue, but-^ttdr are the necessary events of ihiA 
journey, and such the k>t of the traveller; the Gt*' 
iKeral, whose intentions are very good, but whose 
curiosity is soon satisfied, says to the artist, ^^ J 
have three hundred mea here who have been tern 
hours on horseback; they must find shelter &x 
the night, and make their soiq> before they go to 
rest/' The artist feels the force of this, as he is 
Jomself^ perh:q>s, very weary and hungry, aaad must 
share with the rest in tl^ fatigues of aigfat en« 
<wnpments, and especially as be is every day 
twelve or sixteen hours on horseback, as the desert 
'ksks tired his eyelids, ssnd hb eyes, burning and 
smarting, only see dimly throu^ a veil of blood* 

Melaui is larger and still more beautiful tlian 
Mynyeh ; its streets are straight, and its bazar very 
well built; there is here^ ^v»y large house belong>> 
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ingto the Mamelukes, which it would be easy ta 
fortify. 

We entered it late, I had lost time in going up and 
down the town, and seeking out for quarters: I was 
lodged without the walls, and before a handsome 
house which appeared very commodious; the owner 
was sitting at his ease before his door, and seeing 
one lying dpwn on the outside, he beckoned me 
into a chamber, where I found General Beliard, 
who had already taken advantage of his hospitality- 
J was hardly asleep when I was awakened by an in* 
tolerable restlessness, which I took to be the begin* 
ning of an infiawmmtoryfever; but after remaining 
a long time in this state of agitation, I found my 
companion as ill off as myself, and we both started 
upand left the room; ^nd, looking At each other by 
moonlight, our whole skin was red, inflamed, and 
• our features hardly distinguishable ; and on further 
examination we found ourselves covered with ver- 
min of every kind. 

These msmsions in upper Egypt are nothing but 
Vast pigeon«houses, in which the owner reserves 
to himself only a room or two for his own use, and 
there he lodges along with poultry of all kinds, 
and all the vermin that they engender between 
them, which it is a part of his daily employment 
to hunt for, but at night the toughness of his skin 
defies their bites; and thus our host, who intended 
to do us a civility, could not conceive the reason 
of our quitting him so abruptly. We gqt rid as 
weU as we G^uldof^tlie most trotiblesome of the^ 
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intruders, vowing £utlifully never again to acc^ 
of such hospitality. 

On the next day, December 24th, we continued 
oiur pursuit of the Mamelukes; they always kept 
about four leagues off us, and we could never gain 
ground upon diem. In their march they ravaged 
as much as they could the country which they 
kept between us. Towards the evening we saw 
a deputation with a Bstg of alliance coming up to 
our camp. It was a party of Christians, from 
whom the Mamelukes had demanded a requidtion 
of an hundred camels, and these poor wretches not 
having it in their power to comply^ J»ith the de- 
mand, the enemy hatrbarbarously killed sixty of 
their people. They in return, highly exasperated, 
had slain eight of the Mamelukes, whose heads 
they offered to bring us* They all spoke at once, 
repeating perpetually the s^me expressions; but 
fortunately for our ears, the audience was given in a 
field of lucerne, which offered a seasonable refresh- 
ment to the deputation, who began to devour the 
crop greedily, as if it were a dainty which they 
were afraid of losing. Whilst sitting on horse- 
back, I sketched the figure of one of the deputies 
just as he had finished his harrangue. (See Plate 
X. Fig. 6.) 

We slept at Elgansanier, where we were very 
well lodged in a santon's tomb. 

The next day, December 25th, we were march- 
ing over Mount Falut, when we learned that the 
Mamelukes were at Beneadi, to which place wc 
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immediately directed our course, inhopcs of com- 

ing lip with them. Partaking of the eagerness ojf 

all around me, I was foil of joy when we receive^ 

any tidings of the Mamelukes, without reflecting 

that I had no reason for animosity p^ revenge 

against them, and that as they had not inj^ed tho 

remains of antiquity, which was my harvest, I Jia4 

no cause of complaint against them. If they. ha4 

acquired unfairly the soil which we were treading, 

^t least it was not for us to make any objections; 

their rights were at least sanctioned by several ccn-, 

turies of possession; but the prepvations for a 

battle present so much bustle and activity, and 

altogether form such a striking scene^ ami the event 

is of so much importance to all who are concerned 

in it, that the mind has but little room left for tawsd 

reflections; success is then the only object, for the 

game has so high a stake that one does not ctippse 

to lose it. 

But when arrived at Beneadi our hope was once 

inore deceived; we only found some Arabs, whom 

our cavalry chased into the desert. Beneadi is 

a rich village, abput half a league in length, 

advantageously situated for the trade of Darfur, 

which is carried on by caravans^ possessing an 

abundant territory, and a population numerous 

enough to compel the Mamelukes to enter into 

$ome composition for their levies, and not to allow 

them to take it as plunder. We also found it 

prudent to temporize with them for the present, 

especially as the amicable advances ^hich they 
VOL. I. 2 m 
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fnMkiic* dr which we thought it proper to pass orcr 
by the ^ypeafance of cofdkdityi. Suitonnded bj 
fyr^hi tvhom they do not in the least fear^ m they 
ittipplythese freebooters with their articles of the first 
neee^^ty, ttnd ccmseqtiently can dispose of their scr« 
Irlces; the inhabitants of Beneadi enjoy an infiiience 
In the province whi4^h would render them an ob* 
ject of embarrassment to any government whatever i 
they came out to meet us^ and they reconducted 
^9 out of theif territory, without either party being 
at id| tempted to pass the night in the sanie place, 
W« slept at BenisaneU 

On the 26tii, just brfbre getting to Siut, we^uad 
9, Iftfge hrli!g$p« a Inck, and flood-gates hi ortkr to 
t^t/An the waters of the Nile after the inundation; 
fh^se Arabian wwks, made^ doubttess, fitim ancient 
Iti^elSy are as useful ^s well contrived 1 aiKl> in 
get^r^, it appeared to nlie, that the distribution of 
0ie waters in upper Egypt for irrigation^ was or«^ 
flemd with more intelligence, and e&cted with 
l^t)|Dk|r fijteans, thiin in the lower provinces. 
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